Analyse the work of illustrators and, particularly, author illustrators who tackle difficult, sensitive and sometimes shocking themes.
Neve stone 2201093
Illustration Research in Context (ADAD5003)

Word count :2532 

Alice Samuel 

Postmodernism embraced intricate and frequently contradictory levels of meaning, in contrast to modernists who promoted simplicity and clarity. The phrase postmodern refers to doubt, sarcasm, and philosophical objections to the ideas of objective reality and universal truths. The phrase was initially used in or around 1970. Since there isn't just one postmodern style or philosophy that defines postmodernism as an art movement, it kind of defies categorising.  Non-traditional plot structure is one of the traits of postmodern picture books. Encouraging the reader to read the material in a specific way—for instance, from the perspective of a character—by using the images or text.

author illustrators that tackle sensitive topics are more often seen as postmodern picture book illustrators as the more people do tackle these difficult subjects the more they will talk about them and express emotions in healthier ways. In this essay I will be looking into illustrators that tackle difficult topics such as Jeanette  Bradley, Cori Doerrfeld and Dan santat. They tackle themes such as imaginary friends and searching for their place in the world, dealing with emotions such as sadness and loved ones leaving for long periods of time.


Jeanette Bradley, Bradley is a well-known children's book author and illustrator in Rhode Island. Some of her well-known works are "The Upside Down Garden," "When the Babies Came to Stay," and "Love, Mama." In these books she tackles sensitive topics in her books. Bradley is a mother herself so has perspective on these sensitive topics.


In particular she illustrated a book called love, mama in January 2018 which tackles themes such as being away from your loved ones at a young age. The story LOVE, MAMA tells the tale of a toddler who, while his mother is away, misses her, discovers that love knows no bounds and can last over time and distance. This topic definitely speaks to younger children as they are used to being with their parents constantly and then being introduced into school which is hard for them which is why its important to have children’s books what talk about it. The story has a young penguin that misses its mother as she’s away but the mother decides to ship the baby penguin a paper heart so they have something to physically hold/ cherish until the mother is home.
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Jeanette Bradley, love, mama, 2018
In this illustration in the book shows in detail how the child feels with minimal words used which could help younger children point out and vocalise how they feel in a way the parent can understand which Could help communicating emotions easier for both children and parents. I really like the multiple drawings of different scenarios being tied together with the blue ice like texture as it fits with the winter theme. I think the way she used yellow and blue in each section but in different ways makes the illustration flow more too. The way the colour yellow was used to represent the mother through the carpet, pillow and photo frame gives the impression that the penguin sees his mother as joyful and represents happiness for him.
[image: ] Jeanette Bradley, love, mama, 2018

In this next illustration the mother sends her child a photo of her hugging the paper heart she sent him.i like how they used more yellow the more happy the penguin is as in this illustration the main colours are over powered with the yellow unlike the last scene where he was upset that she wasn’t there which shows how happy he is to hear from his mother. The child is more happy about the paper heart and photo of his mother than the toys she sent him which indicates he feels more connected and less scared when holing items his mother has written for him because it’s a reassurance that the mother will return home soon and even though the heart and photo isn’t the same he still has something from his mother. This could represent how children who want to see their relatives that live far away are able to phone their relatives but they know its not the same as seeing them in person but its reminding them that they’ll be able to see them soon.
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Jeanette Bradley, love, mama, 2018

For the last illustration of this book the mother returns home and its an illustration of the mother and baby penguin running towards each other for a hug. From the characters alone you can see how happy they both are to see each other in person again. I like how the mother penguin has a package for her child but this time he can be with his mother while he enjoys the  items she’s brought back from their time apart. I like how the yellow colour that has been representing joy has been used surrounding the house in this last. Illustration as it gives the impression that their home is more enjoyable now the mother penguin is home. In the illustration of the mother penguin floating on the ice that there’s a faint yellow around the mountains which gives the impression that the mother sees her home as a happy place and is becoming more increasingly happy to see her child.

Overall theses illustrations show children how to express their emotions about feeling alone when a loved one is gone away. The way it is illustrated is easy for children to understand and see their own emotions in the picture book but also enough for the parents to recognise how they could help their children feel more secure in them leaving for periods of time.,

  

The next illustrator Ill be looking at is cori Doerrfeld, who is an author illustrator with well-known titles like Little Bunny Foo Foo: The Real Story and The True Adventures of Esther the Wonder Pig, Cori Doerrfeld drew the critically acclaimed picture book The Rabbit Listened as  She resides in Minneapolis, Minnesota, with her family. Lots of her books tackle sensitive subjects that parents might need help talking to their children about such as a child feeling upset or anxious.

I will be focusing on the picture book The rabbit listened. The rabbit listened is about Taylor is devastated as his incredible block skyscraper collapses. A number of animal companions drop by to offer assistance: the ostrich wants to hide from it, the hyena wants to laugh about it, the chicken wants to talk about it, and the elephant wants to repair it. But none of that alleviates Taylor's discomfort. Then, "rabbit comes in quietly and just sits with Taylor, allowing the child to process the small tragedy organically," according to de la Pea. He claims that there is useful advice in this picture book on "how to best support a young person who is upset."
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Doerrfeld, C. (2018a). The rabbit listened.
In this illustration  the boy has just knocked down his building blocks and is upset which is why the animals are trying to comfort him and find a way to cheer him up but none of them work for the boy. I really like how each animal is being represented by what they might be known for for example the hyena is very relaxed and is slouching onto the boy laughing about it but the boy seems still upset and uncomfortable with the options through this page. I think these animals are suggesting different ways a child may act with being upset. I like the way she illustrates the animals as different emotions for example the ostrich seems scared and anxious and all of the characters movements match up with the emotions which would help younger children recognise their own.  Through the this spread the child’s face stays the same with discomfort which suggests he’s not sure how to process what he’s feeling.
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Doerrfeld, C. (2018a). The rabbit listened.
[image: ]In this next illustration the boy is shown being visibly more upset that the last until he notices the rabbit is silently sat beside him. I think that the Minimalistic design really helps focus on the emotions being represented by the characters and the body language for example the boy is visibly upset as he is crouched into a ball and is seen wiping tears from his eyes. The rabbit seems to be cautious at first approaching the boy but then shows comfort by sitting closely with their eyes closed. These expressive poses may help children notice their own emotions throughout this illustration. The blue and white clothing the boy is wearing may imply his feelings for example blue is sad and upset and white is known for innocence, these being used as the boys clothing shows us his emotions.
Doerrfeld, C. (2018a). The rabbit listened.

In this last illustration when the boy decides what he what he wants to do about the building blocks is the fist time throughout the illustrations the boy looks visibly happy. The rabbits body language seems to be a lot more comforting than all the other animals that tried to provide solutions.through the the illustration before this the rabbit had its ears pinned back laying down which suggests its  relaxed and in this last illustrations the rabbit is seen with its ears up which suggests its curious about the boy feeling happier. In the last illustration they are both seen smiling and excited to start over. 

Overall the 3 illustrations work well in giving presenting the topic of children being upset and how parents could help them in a positive way and also for a child to recognise and understand their own emotions. the minimalistic illustration style allows the audience to clearly see the emotions and expressions easily. The limited colour palette in most scenes help showcase the feelings in a subtle way as most of them are muted which gives the impression that the picture book has a more soft and gentle theme to it.

For the final illustrator I will be looking at dan santat. Santat is the author and illustrator of The Adventures of Beekle: The Unimaginary Friend, a New York Times bestselling book that won the Caldecott Medal, and the road trip/time travel adventure. Have We Arrived Yet? Numerous picture books, narrative books, and middle-grade novels, such as Dav Pilkey's Ricky Ricotta series, have included his artwork. Dan resides in the South Bay of California with his wife and children.
The illustrations I will be looking closer at are from his picture book the adventures of beekle which tackles topics such as imaginary friends and children searching for their place in the world. This book is targeted for older children than the previous two books but is bringing awareness to these difficult subjects. These are sensitive topics for children that aren’t talked about enough and there aren’t many picture books that can help a child talk about this to their parents.
[image: ]
Santat, D. (2014a). The adventures of Beekle : the unimaginary friend
In this illustration santat uses lots of dark colours to create a gloomy environment to represent the world which may imply that this is how some children may view the world in comparison to their imagination. “… until he reached the real world” this gives the impression that this character is very disappointed with how dull the world is to them.the use of greys in this illustration feels like it represents  indifference, old age, repetition, neutrality, a sense of uniform boredom, and modesty as the tone of the illustration seems to be negative towards the world. In this illustration the water looks dark and polluted by all the ships in the dock which indicates they see the real world in a negative but realistic way.the city in the background looks to be repetitive and stone like this leans in to the character thinking negatively towards the world.

[image: ] Santat, D. (2014a). The adventures of Beekle : the unimaginary friend

In this next illustration there is a complete change of mood and tone as the imaginary friend sees a play area full of colour and happy children playing. The main colour used in this illustration is yellow which symbolises joy, happiness and playfulness which indicates he may have found apart of the world that isn’t so dull as he thought. Throughout this illustration there are multiple other imaginary friends in different forms which seem to give the character a sense of defeat but still continues to search for a Friend. The character is looking through the play area and is seen loosing hope by the end of the dotted trail, the facial expressions used really shows at what point he felt defeated as by the end of the page the character is seen with a question mark over its head.
[image: ] Santat, D. (2014a). The adventures of Beekle : the unimaginary friend
In this final illustration the characters are showing what it might be like for some children to make friends and how their emotions are normal and common. The poses on the left side of the illustration show them looking away from each other and is seen as awkward and not knowing what to do. The imaginary friend is seen looking away at the ground with its hands behind the back but over time the character is using more open body language such as facing the girl and even opening its arms out which implies that the girl is growing on the imaginary friend. The girl is seen mirroring the imaginary friends body language which may imply she is nervous about meeting this new friend. The ending illustration on this page is seen with lots of warmer tones compared to when they first meet on the left side of the illustration which suggests they are feeling comforted, warmth and happiness from gaining a new friend.

Overall this book does a really good job of looking at the difficulties of making new friends and feeling alone. The way the book was illustrated made it easy for the audience to know how the characters were feeling and what tone each different scene had. This book tackles subjects that children might struggle to share with the people around so it is important for books like these to be made.


In conclusion these three author illustrators tackle sensitive topics in ways that children can process and feel safe talking about. By delving into sensitive and difficult subjects like as gender identity, violence, substance abuse, the act of suicide, and racism with vividly rendered characters, children can reflect on morality and broad facets of the human experience, develop empathy for those who are different from them, and potentially find a parallel to their own life.

 Illustrations helps with comparison and contrast by displaying emotions, unwritten details, context, and setting. We can examine more intricate character development details thanks to these specifics. Important background information and contextual clues based on the story's events can be given using illustrations. Sensitive subjects can contribute to the creation of a controlled, safe environment for the discussion of ideas and points of view. This helps youth acquire the knowledge and abilities needed to make reasoned judgements outside of the classroom without using force or aggressiveness.  For children to  get to the point where they can empathise with someone else's perspective and feelings, Reading fiction could have the solution. Studies indicate that fiction books can serve as useful instruments for fostering empathy by providing us with the closest thing to firsthand experience of another person's life. So overall tackling these kinds of topics in a positive way can help children see their own emotions in a picture book while also developing their literacy and verbal skills.
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0 Taylor's plan to build again.

‘Through it all, the rabbit never Iefr. “I can't wait,” Taylor said.
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Kipling hugged the.
heart, just like Mama
in the picture.

from my heart to yours.
Love, Mama
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One by one, they came.

The ostich: “Gulp!
Le’s hide and preend
nothing happened!”

The hyena: “Hee-hee!
Lets laugh about i

‘The kangaroo: “Tsk sk.
Whata mess! Lets throw

And the snake: “Shhhbh.
Letssss go knock down
someone elc'sss.”





