[bookmark: _GoBack]This document will critically discuss the political landscape between Europe and the United Kingdom (UK) including the impact in which this vast domain appears to have upon the Welsh government, highlighting various areas regarding the UKs decision to depart from the European union (EU) known as Brexit, such as voting, regional statistics, and an attempt to explore the rationale behind regional votes based upon current research available, throughout this paper suggested Brexit scenarios will be discussed while considering the options suggested to be available for the UK depending on the EUs approval. Key issues including immigration and citizen rights, funding and subsidies, policies and laws, and trade and the economic impact on the UK and Wales will also be critically explored, the current political landscape appears to be extremely complex, concerns from the Welsh government since the announcement of Brexit will be discussed including the welsh governments efforts to be active members of the negotiating process with Britain to assist in securing Wales’ future after the UK has officially departed from the EU. Due to the fluid nature of the political landscape between the UK and Europe, this assignment will discuss various issues within the following timeframe; the announcement of the referendum in the UK until the forth of December 2017. The UK first voted on European membership in 1975 which was approved by sixty seven percent of the votes, the UK has been a member of the EU since, 72.21 percent had voted in the referendum in 2016 across Britain, this is suggested to be the highest turnout of votes since the UK general election since 1992 (Hunt et al. 2017), however the controversy surrounding the lead up to Brexit appears extremely complex, this is widely due to the distribution of propaganda to the public as a suggested political strategy which may have influenced the votes (Kirk et al. 2016). A further issue effecting public opinion may have been the uncertain views of politicians, labour party leader Jeremy Corbin for example suggesting supporting Brexit in the June election however suggestions have arisen that the labour leader had in fact voted to remain in the EU, according to Johnston (2016) this is hypocrisy at its best. Although David Cameron was the British prime minister at the time of the referendum, prior to resignation Cameron stated that it will be in Britain’s best interest for the future prime minister to take Britain through Brexit (Hunt et al. 2017). The British people had voted to leave the EU, this was announced on the twenty third of June 2016 by the UK prime minister following Cameron; Theresa May, hailing the victory of Brexit as a historic moment (Hunt et al. 2017) however concerns have been raised suggesting that the UK government was not prepared for such an event and that Britain is now in crisis due to a weak prime minister lead by power (BBC NEWS, 2015). The votes for Brexit are suggested to highlight a broken Britain due to the following statistics; forty eight percent voted to remain in the EU in 2016 while fifty two percent voted to leave, on a regional scale England voted to leave by fifty two percent, Scotland had voted sixty two percent to remain (Kirk et al. 2016), however Scotland had held a referendum in 2014 regarding their independence resulting in fifty five percent of the public voting to remain part of the UK partly due to the fear that Scotland would find itself outside of the European union, forcing a reapplication for its membership, Scotland has now announced the planning for second referendum, if this event is to take place there is a possibility that Scotland would apply for EU membership, further contributing to an uncertain future for Britain (Hunt et al. 2017). In Northern Ireland fifty six percent voted to remain in the EU however due to the rest of the UK voting to leave Northern Ireland will also have to follow this decision, the republic of Ireland however is a member of the EU (Kirk et al. 2016). Wales also voted to leave with a vote of fifty three percent, many questions have been raised regarding the reasons for which the Welsh public would have voted for Brexit as Wales is suggested to receive the highest amount of funding from the EU due to being consistently one of the poorer areas, particularly the south Wales valleys which benefits from the EU substantially, this includes ten million pound to regenerate Pontypridd town centre and eighty three million pounds for apprenticeships to benefit younger citizens (Osborne, 2016). The funds are in place to assist the Welsh economy to grow stronger, Wales is also receiving a larger amount of inward investment (FDI) compared to the rest of the UK, the BBC suggest that there are one hundred and fifty thousand employees in Wales employed by foreign owned firms which are suggested to have come to Wales to be within the European Single Market, Austin Martin appears to be creating more than seven- hundred and fifty jobs in Wales, furthermore the chief executive is suggested have been investing hundreds of millions of pounds in Wales and argues that a tariff free European market is vital for Britain (Dickins, 2016). Despite concerns Teressa May states that she is positive and ambitious regarding the negotiations and the future of the UK, the two year countdown with the EU to negotiate a deal had formally begun due to the prime minister declaring intentions to leave the EU, Theresa May had triggered article 50 of the Lisbon treaty, in the event of the EU and the UK failing to make agreements at the end of the two years Britain stands to depart with nothing (Hunt et al. 2017). Both committees for the national assembly for Wales and the Scottish parliament have criticised the lack of UK government engagement over the referendum, the welsh government have ‘slammed’ Theresa May and argue that meetings have not been held for six months adding that this is unacceptable (Deans, 2017). The two- year time frame to secure negotiations may be extended if all of the remaining twenty-seven EU member states approve however the European council president argues that there is nothing in article 50 to prevent a member state in reversing their decision (BBC News, 2017). According to Hunt et al. (2017) there are three forms of Brexit which may transpire, a soft Brexit, which would suggest the UK retaining membership of the single market through the European Economic Area (EEA), a free trade zone which was created in 1994 which suggests the UK entailing services, people and capital and free movement of goods, the first minister of Wales Carwyn Jones welcomes this approach adding that participation in the single market is at the centre of Wales’ future (Welsh Government, 2017), according to Hunt et al. (2017) without being a member this is the closest type of relationship with the EU, a soft Brexit appears to contradict  a repeated statement from Theresa May however stating that Brexit means Brexit, the expression often referred to by the prime minister suggesting that the UK will not be seeking access to the single market, will seek free trade deals from Europe and beyond, adding that the UK will control immigration from Europe (Cowburn, 2016). Furthermore, a hard Brexit may be considered, this movement would suggest an exit from the EU that has no deal resulting in goods exports being subject to tariffs, finally a bespoke deal which suggests involving some form of control over the movement of people and levels of access to the single market, the deal proposed by the UK must however be approved by the European Parliament and by the majority of the remaining twenty-seven EU members (Hunt et al. 2017), phase one of negotiations include the following items; border control, the rights of EU migrants, the remaining balance which Britain owes the EU budget, the relationship between British businesses and EU markets and British people living abroad. Following a year of uncertainty since the announcement of Brexit, Wales’ first minister Carwyn Jones argues that ongoing chaos surrounding the UK prime minister is due to the instability of the UK government, stating that there has been no clear negotiating strategy (Deans, 2017), the secretary of state for Wales David Davies proceeded with discussions over  Brexit on the 19th June 2017 with the EU chief negotiator Michel Barnier however much confusion appears to still surround Britain’s future, Carwyn jones claims that the welsh government Brexit position has remained consistent and clear throughout stating that the decision must be respected and that the economy must come first ( Welsh Government, 2017). The white paper- securing wales’ future was published as a pragmatic starting point for negotiations, according to Carwyn jones the six-point plan of the white paper is a realistic negotiation position arguing that this is the best that the UK has to offer as it meets the needs of all regions of the UK (Welsh Government, 2017). As Brexit discussions occur in Brussels on the 4th of December 2017, the first three issues for discussion are the following; expatriate citizens, divorce bill and the Northern Ireland border, a deal suggested to be promising however the UK and EU failed to come to an agreement, The republic of Ireland and the UK is part of the Common Travel Area, this appears to have been a concern regarding change (O'Carroll et al. 2017) however previously Teressa may had stated that both parties have agreed that the border will not contain any physical infrastructure adding that the common travel area must continue, a further key issue is the consideration of the good Friday agreement and to ensure the peace in Ireland remains a priority (Sparrow, 2017). The Irish prime minister Leo Varadkar adds to this suggesting that a deal had been arranged however the UK prime minister appeared to have requested further discussions regarding agreement when under pressure from the Democratic Union Party (DUP), Arleen Foster argues that the DUP would not accept any deal which separated Northern Ireland from the rest of the UK (Sparrow, 2017). Although Theresa May suggests that she is confident that a deal is close with the EU ,there are two main areas of concern regarding citizen rights, firstly the question of family members being able to bring a spouse legally in to the UK, the second issue considers the following challenge; if a citizen wishes to challenge a deal on citizens’ rights, who will have the ability to make a ruling or judgment?, as it stands this is the role of the European Court Justice (UCJ) (Morris, 2017) however Theresa May argues that Britain will have left the EU adding that the UK should not be expected to deal with EU for justice and judgments which would reflect directly back to Britain (Swinford et al. 2017). The United Kingdom independence party (UKip) leader Nigel Farage has campaigned for Brexit vigorously suggesting to the people of the United Kingdom (UK) that a separation from the EU will provide a new independent Britain which will conquer the immigration crisis, this appeared to be UKIPs main goal to stand alone from the EU according to the BBC news (2015). Many people in Wales have shared concerns regarding the speed and extend of migration (Welsh Government, 2017), according to the migration observatory, there are an estimated three million EU citizens in the UK and seventy thousand EU citizens in Wales of working age (Krausova et al. 2017). The white paper- Brexit and fair movement of people approach was launched by the welsh government which  suggests to allow Wales and the UK to continue to benefit from migration also placing the economic well-being  at the heart of its approach , including a fair approach to future migration, this proposal suggests to give Wales and the UK more control over this issue (Welsh Government, 2017), furthermore the prime minister adds to this suggesting that the EU citizens have made a vital contribution to the UK and argues that the UK government wishes the EU citizens to stay in the UK (Mason, 2017), Chapman (2017) adds that if Brexit involves leaving the single market, immigration from the EU would be much lower, the prime minister however acknowledges that there is still a number of issues which remain outstanding regarding citizen rights, Theresa May argues that the EU and the UK government share some of the objectives of protecting the rights of EU nationals living in the UK, also the UK nationals living in the EU (Mason, 2017), a view shared by the Welsh government as first minister Carwyn Jones argues that public services in Wales rely heavily on overseas employees in order to fill staffing vacancies such as the National Health Service (NHS) adding that social care in Wales heavily relies upon EU migrants (BBC news, 2017), a view also shared by Wales’ public services (Zolle, 2016). The chairman of Migration Watch UK states that a reduction in migration from the EU would ease demands on services such as housing and education (Green, 2015) however the Public Policy Institute for Wales argues that such a move would suggest less tax revenue going in to the UK treasury resulting in less distribution to funding across Wales (Jones, 2016). The Welsh governments white paper suggests to encourage the UK to convince the EU negotiators to agree to a continued full access to the single market including the availability and access to skills which Welsh employees may need (Welsh government, 2017)  a separation from the EU however suggests that The UK will need to find alternative ways of funding other devolved nations (Hunt et al. 2017), the European council released a statement suggesting that UK entities will still have access to funding until the UK has officially left the EU (UK government, 2016).  The vice chancellor of the university of New South Wales in Australia argues that there are many international students in the UK which is an important part of the British economy, the vice chancellor raised concern over the future of the UK higher education system including the universities regarding loss of funding due to Brexit, suggesting that the recruitment of outstanding academics is under great threat (Sillars, 2017). Wales is predicted to suffer most due to Brexit, in the UK Cornwall and west Wales are set to receive more economic aid from the EU structural and investment fund between 2014 and 2020 estimated at over eight hundred pounds per person , this is significantly higher than an estimate of three hundred pounds per person in the Scottish highlands, these funds are allocated to support sustainable economic development (Dickins, 2016). Analysis by the university of Sheffield states that over eighty thousand jobs have been created between Scotland and Wales due to projects receiving the structural and investment fund (Dunford, 2016), Jones (2016) adds that this fund is vital for various investments in turn making regions more competitive, adding that skills are improved to support businesses, transport and connectivity, an example of this would be the south Wales Metro (Jones, 2016). Osborne (2016) argues that if the UK is faced with even a soft Brexit scenario, funding will no longer be accessible, this is suggested to significantly impact the long term level of assistance which is currently available to the more deprived areas of Wales including future planned projects (Jones, 2016), the Welsh government claims that through seeking assurances from the UK government the departure from the EU will not negatively affect the National Health Service (NHS) and higher education institutions such as universities, the deep uncertainty of the future however regarding the funding from the EU appears to cause much speculation and concern (Sillars, 2017). Structural funding is not the only funding from the EU available to the UK, Wales is suggested to have access to and be in receipt of more than one hundred and forty million euros from the HORIZON 2020 fund which is an attempt to promote and drive research and innovation , furthermore the Creative Europe and Media fund is also accessible  to cater for the creative industries (Welsh government, 2017), however if the UK is to become a member of the EEA these programmes may still be available to the universities, creative businesses and the welsh businesses unlike the structural and farming subsides (European Commision, 2017), Dickins (2016) adds that Wales has been a net beneficiary of the EU funding which is vital for wales’ prosperity. Under the current round of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Wales receives EU funding for agricultural and fisheries, the CAP was originally designed to boost productivity, however the subsidy is based upon how much land is owned not as stated what the farm produces (Welsh government, 2017. Welsh farmers are suggested to receive an estimate of two hundred and fifty million pounds each year in direct payments, furthermore rural development funding is also allocated to Welsh farmers, suggesting being an additional six hundred and sixty-five million over a six-year duration (Welsh Government, 2017). Wales have secured guarantees from the UK government suggesting that funding will be replaced by the UK government which will continue in Wales until 2020 (Sillars, 2017). As part of the EU trade agreements producers in Wales currently benefit from the export tariff reductions and import quotas,  the Welsh government (2017) adds that farming exports will however be subject to export tariffs, stating that in the event of a soft Brexit this would also be the case as the CAP does not apply to European Economic Area (EEA) members (Welsh government, 2017), it is suggested that farmers will require greater support to be able to survive in the tougher market export, change is argued to be an opportunity to tailor subsidies to support hill farming although conversely in the dramatically changing landscape farmers must consider carefully how they plan to survive (Webster, 2017). On the contrary in 1984 New Zealand’s farming industry positively transformed after the government removed access to farming subsidies, productivity had increased adding that diversification and intensification were embraced, this move however has been criticised due to the relaxing of the environmental rules (Webster, 2017). UK farmers are responsible for the upkeep of the environment, however some farmers suggest that the subsidies are vital to maintain the environment such as hedge rows and water courses, the UK government has made agreements with the Welsh government to support Wales and make up the deficit that Wales faces (Gov.UK, 2016). Furthermore contrary to this chicken and pig farmers are not in receipt of subsides however rely heavily on employing citizens, many employees arrive from Europe enabling business to expand, chicken and pig farmers are concerned over the Brexit issues such as immigration suggesting that if citizens are prohibited to live in the UK from Europe, the business cannot survive (BBC News, 2017), the UK government needs to ensure that enough food can be produced by the UK farmers and that this can be done affordably, Brexit is an opportunity however to develop a new positive modern version of British farming according to the BBC (BBC News, 2017). Agriculture is extremely dependent on EU destinations as EU is Britain’s main trading partner, France and Germany in particular, the UK would also leave the customs union, such a move would leave the UK facing tariffs on goods exports (Harvey, 2015). Steffon Lewis shares this view stating that a hard Brexit may be devastate the economy in Wales (BBC News, 2017) adding that Wales is most at risk regarding the loss of trade agreements, however Jean Claude Juncker states that trade negotiations will not be discussed until phase one of negotiations have been agreed (Hunt et al. 2017). More than sixty percent of UK exports including forty percent of welsh exports go to the EU, the Centre for Economics and Business Research (CEBR) adds that there are an estimated two hundred thousand employees in Wales directly or indirectly reliant on exporting to other EU countries (Dickins, 2017). Dickins (2017) adds that this does not suggest that these jobs will be lost due to Brexit, however their security is at risk due to the UKs future level of access to the single market. Analysis by frontier economics suggests that clothing and textile industries, services including media, shop work and financial services are at the heart of the economy however leaving the EU is argued to make the UK economy instantly less competitive (Dickins, 2016), however Theresa May argues that the UK government will be free to pursue new deals (May, 2017). Currently the welsh governments paper to assist in developing Brexit negotiations- Brexit and fair movement of people, clearly argues the need for Wales and the UK to stay in the single market (Welsh Government, 2017). The UK had agreed to commitments whilst in the EU therefore paying monies owed to the EU must be honoured by the UK, the UK economy is worth 2.2 trillion pounds each year (Morris, 2017) suggesting that the consequence of the UK abandoning responsibility of the divorce bill would not only be the creation of an extremely negative atmosphere, but the UK will be at risk of the EU not making a respectable trade deal, Morris (2017) argues that at the very least the UK may trade under the World Trade Organisation (WTO) default rules for trade, however this has sparked concern as it is suggested to ensure a poorer UK for many years, Brexit is an extreme national gamble and negotiations should proceed with caution (Morris, 2017). In the current uncertain environment there are many further ways in which Brexit may affect the UK, difficult negotiations are underway in global politics in Brussels as the UK is searching for a global deal with the EU and the danger that Wales could fall by the waste side is apparent, the need to make wales heard is vital (ITV News, 2017). Further to wales’ white paper- securing wales’ future a policy paper regarding Brexit and devolution has also been published by the Welsh government (Jones et al. 2017). The time at which the EU framework has been lifted Wales will have greater freedom due to powers being returned from the EU back to Wales, unless however the UK government suggest changing the devolution settlement (Williams, 2017), the Welsh government however argue that this event will be unacceptable as the referendums in 1997 and 2011 have highlighted that the people of wales have voted for wales to keep its powers (Jennings, 2011). Wales needs to ensure that there is enough scope however for the institutions of Wales who absorb the new policy making responsibilities, including asking if Wales has the funding and expertise to take this responsibility (ITV News, 2017). A further concern is policy coordination, the laws of Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland have become increasingly different, the EU framework is able to smooth over the differences however when the framework is lifted new strategies will be needed to coordinate policy across the four nations, the Welsh government accepts that a new UK policy framework may need to be adopted to avoid friction (Welsh Government, 2017). As negotiations develop further the Welsh government is suggested to have challenged the EU withdrawal bill (Williams, 2017), according to Williams (2017) the UK government may try and bring power back to Westminster considering how different the four nations laws may become, this move of potential recentralisation has been strongly resisted by policy makers in Wales (Williams, 2017), however with such uncertainty of Britain’s future this option may be considered the safer route (May, 2017). Wales will have to defend the powers during the hard negotiations, without having the resources and the expertise to take on new powers, this may result in a country unable to govern itself (BBC News, 2017). Amendments are being put forward which would ensure the UK government seeks the consent of the Welsh minsters before making any changes in such policy areas. (Williams, 2017).  This document suggests that current political events appear extremely fluid and may consider Britain and the devolved nations to be politically unstable, the future of the UK appears to be unknown due to the mass negotiations taking place with the EU, however this paper suggests that negotiations are moving forward. The confusion surrounding the  information provided to the public during the Brexit campaign may have falsely influenced the voting decision to leave the EU, nevertheless the decision appears to strongly suggest that a Brexit will affect all UK citizens at various levels including the way that the UK will live and work in the future, it appears that the current political landscape between the UK and Europe is extremely complex and is faced with many challenges, the discussed topics appear to be linked suggesting that each issue raised including the decisions made will directly impact one another, highlighting the need for the UK to be cautious during the negation stages with the European union to enable the UK government to access the best deal for the UK prosperity. However this appears extremely challenging as the UK has responsibility to include the devolved nations, although wales voted to leave the EU the welsh government have stated that the welsh economy is at the heart of their proposals, it appears that there are many areas which concern the welsh government ,this paper highlights that wales appears to be the nation most at risk from the UKs decision to leave the EU including the negative impact of limiting immigration, no further access to structural funding and subsides, trade tariffs and the effect that this has on the welsh economy, this document suggests that the UK government have been challenged by the welsh government on areas such as EU laws however it appears that the Welsh government stands firm in protecting the Devolution under Brexit. This document suggests that there is a considerable amount of issues which need thorough attention from all devolved nations to ensure a fair future in the UK, Wales appears to have provided influential negotiatinon tools to fight for wales future however Weather or not agreements can be made appears to be unknown at this stage, while according to Theresa May Brexit means Brexit, this paper appears to challenge that statement and argues the complexity of the current political landscape.
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