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[bookmark: _GoBack]Second language education has changed considerably since H. Douglas Brown first published Principles of Language Learning and Teaching in 1980. Many language education studies have been added to the research base, and several excellent texts have helped to solidify practitioners' thinking about theoretical issues (e.g., H. H. Stern, Fundamental Concepts of Language Teaching, 1983, and R. Ellis, Understanding Second Language Acquisition, 1986). Brown's text is written for the particular audience of practicing or future teachers who are developing their own theories of second language learning. By incorporating recent emphases on research and communication and extensively reorganizing the original volume, Brown offers the profession a useful text for introductory courses in second language pedagogy. Changes in chapter titles reflect the changes in the available knowledge base. "Error Analysis"

In evaluating the volume chapter by chapter, only the chapter on human learning seems
vulnerable to criticism. (In general, content relating to the educational psychology knowledge base does not seem as well handled as content emanating from a linguistics base.) Fortunately, most teacher candidates acquire additional background in this area outside their language education courses. The author chooses to give equal weight to four theories of learning: classical behaviourism, neobehaviorism, cognitive learning theory, and humanistic psychology. Many different criteria might be used to select theories; however, the audience and purpose of this text would seem to argue for a simplification of currently respected theories such as a division into two main types: one that views learning as a result of environmental influences and the other that sees learning primarily as a function of innate organizational abilities. Organizational changes in other chapters enhance this edition. Chapter 5, for example,


Brown's instructions to teachers attempting to form their own theories of second language
learning are explicit and sound. He advises them to look for insights into language, human
behavior, and pedagogy; to consult research; to consider the affective domain; and to focus on communication. With this mindset, they can form personal theories of learning that will determine their approaches to teaching, the design of their teaching, and the procedures they will use.

402 Reviews
Brown's revision of Principles of Language Learning and Teaching improves upon the first
edition. It provides a brief but broad treatment of the knowledge base in second language
education. One must acknowledge, however, that any volume intended to be comprehensive yet brief, risks being superficial. Nevertheless, the effort to update knowledge and the selection of generally relevant content make this volume a worthwhile addition to our literature.
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