Susan Fullwood – 1805948

HPAN5003 – Assignment 2.  Part 1.  Research Proposal for an aspect of migration.

What are the issues facing women and young girls within refugee camps? And what is the International community doing to resolve the problems faced by women and young girls?

The world is aware of ‘refugee camps’; the media shows us images of war-torn areas, famine struck regions and politically unstable nations  where thousands of people find that the only option available to them is to be ‘on the move’, leaving family homes and all that is familiar behind them.  People become displaced within states, but many find they must cross national borders and seek refuge in neighbouring countries.   The UNHCR estimate that there are 79.5 million forcibly displaced people worldwide, with 26 million of those being refugees under the UNHCR’s mandate (UNHCR, 2020).
 Once arriving in a host country, millions of migrating refugees have found the only safe place to be is within a refugee camp, but it has to be questioned, are the camps a safe haven or do they pose even greater risks, specifically for women and young girls?  This is a human crisis on a global scale.
My interest in this field is fuelled by a desire, to not only learn about the issues arising from varying forms of migration but, to also inform others through my researched work.   The contemporary world is facing climatic changes, unrest, war, economic concerns and a devastating pandemic.  Within countries there are movements raising awareness of the issues surrounding racial and gender inequalities; whilst all this is going on there continues a steady flow of human movement, numbering millions, suffering all manner of humiliation and struggles for survival due to war and conflicts.   
Given the constraints of the word count of my final paper,  I shall focus on the problems faced by women and young girls within refugee camps.  I do accept that hardship is felt by all who find themselves in the camps but there are issues specific to women and girls that often have devastating impact and require particular attention and solutions.  Being in a refugee camp can pose greater risk of rape and abuse, and the threat of being trafficked is significantly high (Refugees International, 2020).  Personal hygiene is greatly impacted due to the lack of resources and adequate sanitation facilities, leading to further humiliation.  
My work will discuss how the lack of sanitary products, lack of sanitation and the ever-present threat of rape and abuse has a detrimental effect on women and young girls.  

I have chosen to cover the points below for discussion within my research:
· Number- how many people displaced and migrated are there within these camps? And how many are women and young girls?   Oxfam and UNHCR figures will be shown and discussed.
· Services available or lacking – water, food, sanitation, health care and education.  Oxfam ‘WASH’ program and further solutions will be highlighted.
· Women’s specific issues; isolation from family and the psychological effects, identification, periods, personal hygiene, pregnancy, childbirth, gender inequality, fear of abuse, rape and trafficking.
· Are women fleeing violence , only to arrive in refugee camps and face more violence and violations of their human rights?
· Policing the refugee camps – safety and protection implementation – is it fit for purpose and is it effective? What laws are there to protect women and young girls?  There are a number of International covenants and conventions that aim to protect Women and young children; these will be discussed, with reference to the report by the ‘Centre for Women, Peace and Security Research at LSE’.
· Education for young girls – who provides this – what  are the limitations within the refugee camp setting?
· Organisations that support the camps and refugees – Who are they and how are they coordinated? And how affective is their work for women and young girls?

As it not possible to speak with those within refugee camps, I will consult/refer to the works of experts and scholars in the field of migration, asylum and refuge to support my research paper.  I shall be referencing the work of Oxfam, UN Women, UNHCR,  and Centre for Women Research at London School of Economics and Political Science; further reference to the academic and scholarly works of experts in the field of migration, refugees and the gender specific issues faced will also be used.   The Human Rights Watch publication, 2000, ‘Seeking Protection: Addressing Sexual and Domestic Violence in Tanzania Refugee Camps’ by Rumbi Mabuwa is one such publication I have found enlightening.  This publication shares research from the results found whilst monitoring of refugee camps throughout Tanzania in 1997. 
I further propose to contact refugee groups in the UK who have clients that have experienced life in Refugee camps; the shared stories will give me a primary insight into living conditions, problems and solutions.  All data collected will be completely anonymous, with information collected being referenced and stored by number only.  Ethic forms will be completed to show how I am collecting data, the questions asked and how the data and clients will be protected.  
From a personal standpoint the aim of this research work is to gain an insight into the extreme conditions experienced by women and young girls in refugee camps and further afield, and to further enable me to inform others of the need for a continued movement to support women and young girls globally.  My studies of International Development and Global Politics have constantly highlighted that it is education, research and an open mind that is needed before considering any form of work within the humanitarian sector.  It is my hope that this work will add to my understanding and allow me to develop further questioning of global regimes, politics, and economic factors that lead to unstable states,  that in turn create the conditions that cause migration from war torn areas, driven by fear.
 It is hoped that my research can demonstrate that there is a continued need to call for international organisation such as the UN to work harder at finding diplomatic solutions to assist in stabilising regions of the globe to allow people to return to homelands safely and to find ways to make refugee camps obsolete.  Throughout any processes it is paramount that consideration is given to women and young girls and that the international laws are used and adhere to ensure their future safety and well-being.   
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