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Essay-summary of a news article

This essay will attempt to summarise a little of the background to the news article, and address some of the important questions it raises in context within my studies. It will briefly explore some issues such as the commercialism of historic sites and their accessibility as well as the ethical questions posed by some of the issues raised around commercial exploration of sensitive historic sites.
On June 19th 2023 the news story broke (Evans & Gozzi 2023) that American company OceanGate had lost communication with its 22ft submersible Titan on its attempt to descend to the bottom to the Atlantic Ocean, some 12,500 ft down. It was whilst attempting to visit the wreck of the infamous ‘RMS Titanic’ that disaster struck and the submersible imploded, instantly killing all five passengers on board. Those onboard included Stockton Rush, who as head CEO of OceanGate not only oversaw the design of the craft but had been present on all its previous missions. Also present was Paul-Henry Nargeolet a former naval diver and oceanographer and Titanic expert. They were accompanied by three British paying customers Hamish Harding, Shahzada Dawood and his son Suleman Dawood.
The one fundamental binding thread that brought these people together was the fascination and allure that surrounds the Titanic. An insatiable appetite for all things Titanic seemed to perhaps promise some relief when it was finally discovered in 1985. That event only seemed to spawn an ever- greater public desire to revisit the ship, literally and metaphorically. Having long been a source of inspiration for writers and historians and the general public at large the story was about to be re-examined and played out in various formats. James Camerons 1997 $200 million dollar blockbuster and cinematic epic ‘Titanic’ (A. Eldridge 2024) paved the way for a commercial glut regarding opportunities to cash in on the phenomena. Computer games such as cyberflix’s  ‘Titanic: Adventure Out of Time’ (Hansen 2022) enjoyed enormous success as did numerous other media formats.
The commercialisation of historic sites is a concern for any party with a vested interest in conserving historic and future forensic integrity. Back in 1982 The United Nations Convention on the Laws of the Sea (UNCLOS) put a legally binding framework around maritime activities but failed to incorporate legislation around protection of underwater archaeological sites (International Maritime Organisation, Libguides.com 2024). The Titanic rests in international waters in the North Atlantic Ocean where few regulations apply (as countries only have jurisdiction within their own waters, flying their own flag). This can prove problematic. The UNESCO (United Nations Education Science and Culture Organisation) sought to address and resolve this outstanding issue. The 2001 Convention recommended several restrictions “to protect underwater heritage sites, (in article 2, p.7 of the 2001 convention) stating underwater cultural heritage (UCH) shall not be commercially exploited” (UNESCO 2001 Convention on the Protection of Underwater Heritage, p3). 
OceanGate is an American company, though the U.S was not at the time a signatory of the agreement or a member of UNESCO. The U.K was also not a signatory as it had concerns over the overtly broad definition of UCH (underwater cultural heritage) which would have encompassed such protection to thousands of wrecks within its waters. Also take into account UNESCO2 stated the UCH “definition as; all traces of human existence having a cultural, historical or archaeological character which have been partially or totally underwater, periodically or continuously, for at least 100 years” (UNESCO, Policy Advice, Next Steps for UK Government 2014) . Under this definition craft from the first world war would meet the criteria. This posed a serious hurdle and was deemed unrealistic and impractical in terms of the financial and logistical costs involved, their stance was to take a more selective approach to individual site choice (Roberts 2018).
As these sites of UCH inevitably draw the attention of and become inevitably vulnerable to looting and damage, there are growing concerns as to who should be visiting them at all. Commercial enterprises such as OceanGate clearly marketed their visits as non-invasive and educational, they were essentially sightseeing tours of the Titanic. Yet at a cost of $250,000 per person (non-refundable except for 50% discount in unforeseen poor weather) these visits were for the select wealthy few to realise the dream of a lifetime. If this is a site, like many of value to the whole of humanity should we be comfortable allowing for its elitist exploitation for financial gain? Has one person access rights over another purely because of their superior financial position? Is this not a shared heritage? Questions over state ownership of the original vessels, cargo ownership, territorial rights and personal human connection (with family relatives) all wish to make claim to the argument of accessibility and rights. There are of course concerns as to whether it would be realistically viable to allow access for the public anyway, is there an inescapable truth that commercialism is inevitable? State funding seems unthinkable when there are far more pressing issues that society prioritises such as health, education, transport etc.
The destruction and subsequent discovery of the OceanGate craft Titan also raised the ethical question of the economic responsibility of search and rescue operations for commercial enterprises. The search for the remains of the Titan was an international rescue effort paid ultimately for by taxpayers. Cooke (2023) notes it became at the time the largest joint search and rescue mission ever attempted by the U.S. and Canadian coastguards, involving 10 ships from four countries as well as the use of specialist surveillance and remotely activated equipment. The relevant coastguards have since predictably declined to publish any costs and instead focused on their priority to save human lives.
Ultimately the story of the imploded vessel Titan as with RMS Titanic, was a story of human loss. As with the lives lost on the Titanic, the remains of the Titan crew were indistinguishable. We know from the numerous dives made and scientific data from the Titanic site that even bones at that depth of pressure eventually transform to solution. What evidence there does remain of human life are the leather shoes and laces, preserved by the tannic acid used in their manufacture (Franco 2024).
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