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[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout this reflective paper, the paper will be based on what experience I have had, and how I feel that I have developed during the process of initial child protection conference. During the reflective paper there will be links to relevant legislation in which will link to the case conference used in the group discussion, the correct procedures, multi-disciplinary and multi- agency working and documents and policies that link to wales.  How this process helps me to develop my skills as a professional within in the field of safeguarding and further my development and practice with children. 

During the process of the initial child protection conference I had not experienced any form of case conferences, this was a new experience, this enabled me to develop my skills, knowledge and my personal experience within the field of safeguarding when working with children in the early years. As a professional working in the early years, I found that reading the relevant legislation helped me to further my knowledge, in which helped me to find out more information about how the initial child protection conference works, and how using the relevant legislation helps to guide practitioners and all other agencies in the right direction to protect all children in their care. Throughout the group discussion on working on the child protection case conference I was able to research my role in which I played in the case conference, to be able to find out what kind of information a police officer would use during a case conference and had an understanding of what my role was, and doing this I used legislation and procedures in which helped me to give an understanding of what information was needed during the conference and how a police officer would then be involved in the child protection case.
     One of the main legislation in which is used frequently during the safeguarding process is the Children Act 1989 and Children Act 2004, these legislations are used frequently in which enable’s practitioners to follow the correct procedures to ensure that all children are protected within their care. Similarly, Open Government (no date) states that Children Act 1989 provides responsibilities to the local authority, courts, parents, and all other agencies around the United Kingdom in which ensures that all children are safeguarded, and that all children’s welfare are paramount.  Children Act 1989 and Children Act 2004 is used when a referral is made on a child or children in which other’s may think that the child or children are at risk, and when a referral is made it then goes on to section 47, in which  an initial assessment is made on the children and their family, and this where a child protection case conference is arrange to help and support the children and their family to ensure the welfare and the children are safeguarded. Similarly, Children’s Right in Wales (no date) states that one of the main reason for the Act is that there is aspect of the UNCRC in which works together as a legislation to help to protect children from harm, and to ensure that parents are taking full responsibility to take care of their children, to take in account that all children’s wishes and feelings are put first, to allow the children to have their own voice. Similarly, Social Care institute for excellence (2017) states that the policies and the legislative framework is established to ensure that all local authorities and all agencies are working together to ensure that the children’s care are paramount and that all children are safeguarding, and welfare is promoted. 
[bookmark: _Hlk499656355]     United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child is another legislation that is used to safeguard and protect children within in our care, and to ensure that all children have rights. In which is stated in all 54 articles of the United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child 1991, that every child has rights and that adults and the government work together to ensure that all children have their rights throughout their lives.  In relation to the Children Acts and the UNCRC my responsibilities as a practitioner would be to ensure that all children are safeguarded and protected from harm within in my care, and to ensure that every child has a right throughout their childhood, and if there is any concerns of a child or children, then this matter should be told to the leader or head of the school and noted down of each concern.  Another legislation in which is linked to the UNCRC 1991 is the Human Rights Act 1998 in which allows everyone to have rights, and to treat everyone equally. Similarly, Equality and Human rights commission (no date) states that the Human Rights Act 1998 was put in place to allow everyone to have their own rights throughout their lives. 
          Another legislation in which will be used to safeguard children whilst they are in your care is the Date Protection Act 1998. The Data Protection Act 1998 states that it is put in place to protect all personal information and all information in kept secure in a safe place. All information should be kept confidential and should not be passed on outside the work place. When sharing any data this should be shared correctly and shared between the people who are involved in the case and children, in which the data needs to be shared to protect and safeguard the child or children from risk or harm. 
     Protection of Children Act 1999 is another legislation in which was put in place to help to improve the protection and safeguarding of the children. This is where the police checks came in and enabled them to see if there were any criminal records made before a person began to work in force with children or adults. In the case of Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman, where the police check had failed as a system to protect Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman from Ian Huntley and Maxine Carr. Similarly, Morris (2017) states that the CRB check failed as a system to protect Holly and Jessica, even though Ian Huntley many sex offences against him, there were no records found due to Ian Huntley changing his last name to Nixon. Due to this case the police checks have become more secure and protected and all record are shown upon the checks.  In which despite what had happened and failing to protect and safeguard Holly and Jessica, over the years these police checks have become improved to protect all children and adults from a case like this occurring. 
         Following on from the legislation there are correct procedures that need to be followed in which helps all staff and other agencies to protect and safeguard all children. Anyone who works with young children must follow the same procedures when it comes to a child is at risk or harm, to then work together to agree whether the child is in need or should be put on a child protection plan. Similarly, All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) states that the Local Safeguarding Board is put in place to safeguard and ensuring that the welfare of the children is promoted and has stated that the procedures are put in place to protect children from abuse and neglect.  Throughout the procedures of a child protection case conference there are five keys stages in which everyone will need to go through to help and support the child and their families, and these stages are key principles what types of abuse has occurred, everyone is responsibilities to ensure all children’s welfare is promoted and safeguarded, the process of how to make a referral, protecting in specific circumstances and protocols.  
     To begin with the procedures of making a referral when a child or children may be at risk or harm and their welfare is not promoted, this is where the procedures of making a referral begins. When there are concerns about a child or children, and there you are unsure of what to do, then to seek advice from MASHH or the NSPCC, in which they will give advice on what they think is best. Similarly, NSPCC (2017) states that a counsellor will listen to the concern and the give advice and if there is a serious concern for the child then the counsellor and the support will then contact the social services to make a referral, if in a serious case the police will be contacted immediately if they think a child is in serious risk.  Similarly, to NSPCC (2017) MASHH (2017) also states that when there is a concern about a child or children, they are able to give advice and will then make a referral if the child or children are at risk.  After making the referral then all information will be shared with other agencies and all records will be kept and to be shown at the child protection conference. Cwm Taff Safeguarding Children Board states that whilst making a referral all information will be shared with other agencies and then they will decide whether an assessment will be made or not. 
       After doing some research following on the correct procedures to prepare for the group discussion, this process helped me to develop the knowledge and skills in which will help me in future practice. It has given me the knowledge and understanding on the process of the procedures that needs to be taken to ensure all correct process is put in place to protect children in our care. It has also made me notice what kind of signs to look out for to see if a child is in any harm or risk, and what I would do if I think a child is at risk or harm within my care. 
      Working with multi-disciplinary and multi-agency throughout the child protection conference and researching how multi-disciplinary and multi-agency working has given me the knowledge and understanding, and will help me develop as a professional in the early years. One of many points that was pointed out throughout the research was that when working with multi-disciplinary and multi-agency that all information is shared across the border to ensure that everyone has all the same information regarding the child and their family in which is shown the child protection conference. Similarly, NSPCC (2017) points out that all agency works together to ensure that all risk and harm to the children’s welfare are lowered, and if they are concerned of the welfare of the child then all matters will be dealt with appropriately in which they will work in full partnership in ensure no risk or harm to the children’s welfare. However, NSPCC (2017) has also stated that there has been a failure in the system for some cases in which caused these cases to happen. The multi- agency and multi-disciplinary did not show corporation or worked in partnership when it came to both Maria Colwell and Victoria Climbie cases, in which was shown of lack of communication to allow these abuses to happen. 
Effective safeguarding systems are child centred. Failings in safeguarding systems are too often the result of losing sight of the needs and views of the children within them, or placing the interests of adults ahead of the needs of children (Open Government 2015) 
After doing all this research it is shown the importance of working in a team to safeguard children and how the lack of communication can effect the system in which it is not child centred, can cause the system to fail. 

To conclude through the process and research of the safeguarding field I have developed skills and knowledge in which will enable me to use these skills and knowledge in my professional practice. It has given me more confidence to be able to make referrals, using relevant legislation, the correct procedures and working with multi-disciplinary and multi-agency to ensure that all children are safeguarded and protected under my care. During the process of the group discussion of the child protection conference this has enabled me to further my practice, knowledge, and skills of safeguarding. 
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