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I recently watched a pre-professional production of The Rocky Horror Picture Show, performed by the second year BA Musical Theatre students at WAVDA. Due to never seeing a production of Rocky Horror, I conducted research prior to the show, and in this essay, I am going to be reviewing the performance, discussing what I thought went well, what could have been improved, and how I felt about the performance overall.

Before watching the show, I wanted to understand the plot, the characters, and the ideas behind it. Therefore, I did some research to gather the general feel of the show. I went on to the Rocky Horror website and found the statement, “remember the golden rule: ‘there will always be someone who’s looks more out of place than you do,” (Rockyhorror.) This clearly suggested to me that the show was more of an alternative and quirky one as opposed to the classics I have watched. I entered the audience with only the information of; “Brad and Janet break down and seek residence at Frankenstein place of the cross-dressing Dr Frank-n-Furter, on their way to see an old tutor. Dr Frank-n-Furter creates the ultimate man and the perfect sex symbol. Brad and Janet begin to embrace the potent fascination of seduction,” (Nick Raganas, paraphrased.) From the moment I walked into the production, the classic Rocky Horror; dark cabaret, sci-fi aesthetic was clearly conveyed through the use of set, props and character. For example, I enjoyed having the narrators greet everyone at the door, as well as having the prop of a popcorn tray. This was effective as it created an exciting feeling, due to the interaction with the audience as they entered, it very clearly showed that they were narrators, as they’re mainly characters that tend to interact with audiences in shows. The lighting really added to this as it helped get across that supernatural, scientific atmosphere, it meant I had a lot to explore as the room was so busy with lighting and projections. My favourite part about entering the room was seeing the characters of Brad and Janet sat on a bench watching Star Trek. I thought it was extremely effective as I immediately knew that they were at a cinema/picture show, and it was really interesting to see multiple characters before the show actually began; as well as the ensemble. Their interaction with the audience immediately made me feel uneasy, which for me, subtly foreshadowed the idea of what would happen at Frankenstein Place, which was to come later in the show. Another aspect I found extremely impressive was how the space was used. My expectations of how the cast would perform Rocky Horror in a small studio theatre were very different, as I thought the set and dance/movement would be limited as it wasn’t performed on a stage. This exceeded my expectations as it is one of the things I admired the most about the performance, as well as there being a limited budget for set and props as it is a pre-professional production.

For me, one of the most impressive parts of Rocky Horror was the effort that was put into costume and makeup. Again, due to budget not allowing a professional makeup artist to get the actors into character, I found the commitment to makeup extraordinary as it was the perfect finishing touch to really help me enter the world of Rocky Horror. I was particularly impressed with Riff Raff’s makeup, as I couldn’t believe how close to the film version she looked, especially as the original actor is male and the character was gender-swapped. I immediately knew who the character was from first glance. On this note, Frank-N-Furter’s outfit was insanely impressive. Due to my only reference being the Rocky Horror film, I wasn’t expecting the outfits and makeup to be identical, I imagined that the cast would interpret it in their own way, possibly due to budget. Frank-N-Furter revealed his outfit halfway through the song ‘Sweet Transvestite,’ which I found extremely effective as as the song helped build up the big reveal. It created excitement and had me ‘shaking with antici…pation.’ 

During the performance, I did notice a couple of parts that I believed to have gone wrong, and after discussing the performance with the actors after the show, my suspicions were right. For example, when Frank-N-Furter brutally murders Eddie, and comes from behind the curtain wearing a green robe, covered in Eddie’s blood, whilst carrying her body parts in a plastic bag, I noticed two mistakes. The first one being that the character taking Frank-N-Furter’s robe off struggled to untie the knot holding it up, this created a small moment of silence and had me worried that something was going to go majorly wrong, my main concern was that someone was going to break character out of frustration. Another part I noticed was that when the characters started dancing around the stage, Eddie’s hand flew out of the bag and onto the floor. This worked out quite well as the character, Magenta, picked up the hand, danced with it, and placed it on a table. It created a comedic effect and had the audience laughing, most probably unaware that it was mistake. Strangely, these mistakes made me enjoy the performance more, as it was amazing to see the actors deal with it so professionally and almost make it seem seamless, and it could have easily been a part of the show.

Despite the performance exceeding my expectations, and left me wanting more, there was one part of the show that I thought could have been improved. This was the microphones. The main and one of the only songs I thought this affected was ‘Hot Patootie.’ Due to this being an extremely fun, upbeat song, the characters were dancing around the stage, including Eddie, whilst trying to sing. Due to this, obviously it is expected that the actors would be out of breath, but due to the microphones they picked up the sound of heavy breathing when no one was singing, whereas they shouldn’t have.

To conclude, this performance of Rocky Horror captured the perfect amount of craziness, fun, and emotion, that it left me in tears. The dedication and commitment from the actors were impeccable, from their acting skills down to their costume and makeup. The only fault I found was the microphones, which did not distract me or take away from the brilliant actors that were up on stage. I was completely immersed in the world of Rocky Horror, and I would see it over and over again if I could.
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