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International Development and empire as an academic field is one which is evolving and context-sensitive. It may be defined as “a multi- and inter-disciplinary field of study that seeks to understand social, economic, political, technological and cultural aspects of societal change, particularly in developing countries.” (Opschoor et al., 2005 p.1) This field of study also aims to “contribute to possible solutions to societal problems that development or its absence may produce.” (Opschoor et al., 2005p.1). Colonialism has been linked to the origins of development studies (Sumner and Tribe, 2008). International development was a field largely shaped by various factors including colonialism, the Cold War, decolonization, and a growing development aid enterprise (Myrdal, 1996). This paper examines the extent to which colonialism impacted and continues the continuity of this impact on post-colonial international development. development. My thesis proposes a multi-disciplinary approach to examining the influence of colonialism on the field of international development by examining postcolonial approaches to interpreting (and problematizing) this influence including: Modernization, dependency, and Neo-Colonialism.  
 	My thesis is framed by the question “To what extent has colonialism influenced International development and empire?” Colonial legacies have largely shaped the contemporary global political economy (Blakemore,2019). Colonialism may be defined as the subjugation and domination of one nation’s population by another more powerful nation that exploits the resources of the subjugated nation to benefit its empire. It involves forceful “maintenance of political, social, economic, and cultural domination over people by a foreign power for an extended period.” (Bell, 1991 p25).    
Colonialism, past and present, has profoundly shaped the contemporary world. Existing inequalities within and between countries, racial hierarchies, forms of state, patterns of international trade and financial flows, and the structure of international institutions have been strongly shaped by colonial practices and enduring legacies. The role of colonialism in shaping world politics has also come in for overdue scrutiny in recent years from scholars in International Relations (IR) and related disciplines.   
 (Bernards, 2020 p. 41)  
Colonialism was like a game of monopoly being played with the world as the stage. In this framework, I examine the most prominent colonial regimes (which would be the largest empires: Britain and France) by highlighting their roles in colonialism and their differential impact.  It was discovered that, amongst other things, colonial ventures such as the slave trade were immensely profitable for many financial institutions in the US and UK.  Recent studies have highlighted that colonialism has an enduring relevance in shaping the global financial system (Bernard, 2020). The studies also revealed that “postcolonial monetary and financial relations between European powers and their former colonies continue to reinforce longstanding patterns of uneven development.” (Bernard, 2020).
 	Colonial extraction in Africa is another example of how Europeans benefited from Colonialism. In this example, the appropriation of land by European settlers used a strategy of land appropriation so as to gain cheap and secure control of land. They then sought to coerce Africans to sell their labour to them. Austin, (2010) noted that even where land remained in African ownership the Europeans monopolized a major part of the service sector. In problematizing the issue in the African example, it is noted that Africa did not introduce a capitalist system, strong enough to generate competitive pressure and accumulation necessary to drive self-sustained economic growth.  
 	It is a theme of this essay, that the legacies of Colonialism, have affected post-colonial economic development for more than half a century. Across European colonies in the Americas, extreme inequality resulted in systemic differences in the way institutions developed. As a consequence of colonialism, the populations of colonized society were significantly altered. Thus, because many of these people were displaced it was hard for them to rebuild. Human capital was exploited in the Slave Trade movement and the indentureship period that followed did little to level the playing field. Thus, the trajectories of institutional development created conditions of extreme inequality. Institutional development patterns have impacted economic performance and accounted for why many societies that began with extreme inequality continue to suffer from similar conditions today.     
 	 in many colonies colonialism affected the institutions and resources that would lead to contribute to the economic development. Thus, colonial legacies left long-lasting effects upon the dynamics of economic development. These legacies determined/conditioned post-colonial approaches “such that departure from the colonial pattern was, and perhaps remains, difficult and costly” (Austin, 2010 p.10). Even financial systems among the colonial territories reflected uneven development. Consequently welcome poverty concentrations on a global scale are inextricably linked to colonialism’s legacies. Acemoglu et al. (2002) demonstrates that a third of global income inequality can be explained by the varying impacts of European colonialism on different countries. 
 	 It is important to recognize that colonialism has left different legacies across the globe, resulting in profoundly divergent economic outcomes in each location. For example, “in some places, like North America, it created societies with far more inclusive institutions than in the colonizing country itself and planted the seeds for the immense current prosperity of the region. In others, such as Latin America, Africa, or South Asia, it created extractive institutions that led to very poor long-run development outcomes” (Smith, 2017 p.30). Colonialism retarded/stunted the economic development of many ex-colonies, especially those in the Caribbean. The fact that some places managed to escape colonialism including China Iran Japan, Nepal, and Thailand, indicates that there is a great variation in the outcomes of development within these countries.    
[bookmark: _Int_1CJC9DdW] 	According to Goldsmith (2002) colonialism can be loosely translated to mean development, or what Marxists term as imperialism. ‘ Development’ is a category of academic inquiry as well as a material process (Apter, 1987). It involves a set of policies and processes believed to improve the lives of individuals. Colonialism may be seen as a process of development that was not always beneficially for all actors involved. The development era emerged in the period following World War 2 when many countries sought independence. The initiation of the independent rule was dominated by developmental visions of transformations that steered away from traditional colonial stereotypes to a more ‘modern’ framework. The political geography worldwide became significantly changed as vast areas once known as colonies became ‘less developed countries or ‘the third world’ (Cooper and Packard, 1988). The empire was declining, and rival states were emerging. Harold Mcmillan’s landmark speech in 1960 spoke to this issue and referenced the development as ‘a wind of change’. The ‘wind of change’ he referenced was a “growth of national consciousness” noting that "this growth of national consciousness is a political fact” He argued that individual merit should be the criterion for individual advancement. This was because many colonies now sought to rule themselves. This "wind of change" speech was a historical landmark because it marked the first sign of British relinquishment of colonialist attitudes and acknowledging that the days of the Empire were essentially over. It consequently resulted in the subsequent independence of Africa.  
 	While colonialism has been shown to influence development, of postcolonial perspectives offer an alternative way to examine mainstream constructs and processes of developments, and they can also assist in understanding how colonialism influenced development. Postcolonialism approaches help us to understand the framework within which global class relations emerge and are maintained. Postcolonialism looks at the domineering interests and viewpoints of major state actors in the world order. Three postcolonial perspectives on development that emerged in the late colonial period are modernization, dependency and neoliberalism. They help to show how the influence of colonialism was interpreted or problematized. Modernization and Dependency theories were state centered approaches to development while the neoliberal perspective focuses on the market.
 	The end of colonialism gave rise to the formation of modernity. Theories of modernization sought to investigate the perceptions of development held by the various countries. Following decolonization, many nations were and still are labeled as ‘developed’ or ‘developing’ and ‘third world’. It was also notable that these countries labeled as developing were mainly ex-colonies. The debate still rages about whose ‘voices’ hold weight. During the postcolonialism period, the colonizers and their related organizations were assumed to possess the capability to assist the so called ‘underdeveloped’ world in catching up with the industrialized world true knowledge, technology and other means. Thus, the field of development studies was characterized by a divide between western scholars and of regions they studied which war are you sensually those regions that were developing. In some cases, students were offered generous scholarships by these countries to study the developmental issues facing their own countries as technical cooperation. In this context, the field of International Development and Global Politics evolved as an issue largely dominated by Colonizers. Also, Naipaul (2012), critiqued post-independence elites as ‘mimic men’, tragically misguided (and enculturated/trained) by desires to incorporate western knowledge and culture into their lives, yet never fully integrating into either western culture or the cultures of the places that they governed and represented.   
 	After visions of modernization were not realized, attitudes shifted, leading newly independent states to acknowledge their dependence on colonizers. (Manzo 1991). The theory of dependency shows how development evolved within the postcolonial period when many ex-colonies were seeking independence. The dependency theory stresses the global influence of colonial institutions on the political economy of their colonies that led them to a part of dependency.  A new conceptual framework developed based on the relationship between industrialized affluent nations and poor emerging nations.  However, the notion that development was mutually beneficial was just a façade as the colonial empires were still largely exploiting the previous ‘colonies’ albeit covertly. Despite achieving political independence, the newly independent X colonies did not achieve autonomy. The ex-colonies continued to be subservient dependent as a result of economic ties with their colonizers.
Adding to this, Andre Frank (1970s) in his work: The Development of Underdevelopment purports that the theory of dependency effectively perpetuates underdevelopment. The ideology of so-called ‘outside assistance’ underpins the dependency theory and is one of the major criticisms of the theory because it was this outside assistance that encouraged dependency. International exchange is argued to widen the gap between which and poor in Latin American theories of underdevelopment. It is seen as a vehicle of dependency. According to postmodernists, development discourse is nothing more than a control and surveillance apparatus. they also claim that capitalism may expose society is poorer. The depiction of global underdevelopment is frequently accompanied by images and narratives of newly independent governments and societies as primitive, poor and therefore dependent. This then sets the stage for the so-called developed countries to establish relations of dependency with these nations.  	 
 	Closely related to the theory of dependency is the theory of Neo-Colonialism. Neocolonialism is defined as when rich states of the north are still capable of controlling the internal affairs of these former colonies. Through the use of economic and political power dominant countries or colonizers exercised a form of internal colonialism (Hodder-Williams, 2001). Nkrumah (1965) in his work: Neo-Colonialism: The Last Stage of Imperialism had set out a theory of neo-colonialism, which explained that, even though the new states of Africa and Asia had won nominal, political independence, they were still subject to the world order dominated by ‘Western, big business and the world trading system. “The Western model of development and the so-called aid programs are mere political weapons that suit Western commercial interests, destroy domestic economies, impoverish the vast majority, and further push borrowing nations into the abyss of debt.” (Goldsmith,2002 p.72). They argued that Western policymakers have biases that underpin how capital and resources are accumulated and shared globally. This in turn means that a systemic generation of inequality is perpetuated.  
 	 To conclude, the field of Development is a broad theoretical framework that encompasses various theories many branching off from colonialism. Despite all these theories, the field remains an evolving phenomenon. While colonialism left a long legacy of Westernized society in many colonies, the birth of independent states following World War II created a wave of indigenous unrest as spoken of by Harold Mcmillan. The postcolonial rise of nationalism saw many developing countries reflecting nationalistic expressions focused on expressions of a new political condition. Many countries engaged in a process of reassertion of Indigenous rights that were suppressed due to Colonialism. Consequently, development began to evolve in various ways as discussed in my essay. Thus, while colonialism left lasting imprints upon development other theories came about to frame how development mutated over the centuries.
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