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Assessment 1

Childrens behavior can be affected by many factors, and it is the the job of a Teacher or a TA to help the learners achieve all they can in a learning environment. Many of the learners that enter a PRU setting (Pupil Referral Unit) have had many adverse experiences within the school setting. Also, within the home environment.
Learners who come into the PRU setting often have one of the following.
· The learner runs the risk 0f being permanently excluded for behavior reasons.
·  Experiencing emotional or behavior issues including anger, mental health also school phobia.
· Diagnosed with Special Educational needs (SEN).
· Suffering from illness, this could be long term or short term that makes mainstream unsuitable.

Exclusion from a mainstream school may often have several factors.
The learners SEN (special educational needs) are not being met. 
Behavior that is the result of SEND should not result in punitive consequences for students.  A student should never be punished because of their disability. However, within a mainstream setting this can be very difficult.  The ideal is that the behavior will not be triggered because the need will be met, but this is proving extremely difficult with some students.  Depending on how students are grouped, it can be the case that a class has most students with different SEND, whose behavior, because of their needs, can cause stress reactions in other students with SEND.  This can be an impossible situation to manage for classroom teachers. Some schools use isolation consequently for poor behavior, but for some students with SEND this is tantamount to cruel and unusual punishment.
Some schools are ‘off-rolling’ students with SEND as a way of improving their GCSE results.  Schools are only ever as good as their previous set of GCSE results and students with SEND are proportionately over-represented in both exclusion and off-rolling figures.  A third of the 20,000 students who left school rolls during their GCSE years had SEND and 4, 500 students with autism were excluded. Whilst there can be no excuse for ‘off-rolling’ students, and it is failing those we should be including, it is the system of judging schools based on examination results that feeds this sort of behavior.

This will have a negative impact on the learner as they will feel that they are being let down by the school, as the learner will see that their peers are getting on and achieving whilst the learner with SEN is being left behind because some of the time the learner is too shy to ask for any assistance in the classroom in front of their peers as the get embarrassed at not being able to do the work.
On some occasions there may be other classes that the Learner with SEN may go into, but these are often with children who have behavior problems. This causes more issues for the learner with SEN as they will see that the Learner who shouts the loudest or throws the most furniture gets a lot of attention. The learner then with SEN may start to copy the behaviors of the child with behavior issue and throw furniture or shout and swear at staff to get the attention they crave. Learnt behavior can then lead to more issues then in school environment as well as in the home as the leaner thinks that the negative attention is better than no attention at all. Many children who have learner difficulties come from home where the parent themselves have come through a PRU setting so all the parents knpow is poor or bad behaviors and they see it as normal and accepted.[footnoteRef:16103] [16103:  Tierny AJ the evolution of learned behavior.
] 


Learned behavior for the learner at an incredibly early age so for example if a child sees that it is acceptable that their parents shout and scream at each other they will think its ok to scream and shout at their peers but also teaching staff that are trying to help them.
Many learners who come from a background that think it's acceptable to scream and shout swear and, on some occasions, hit others their parent's/guardians are battling their own demons like alcohol abuse or drug addiction so this is another avenue that many learners will go down as they see it as normal behavior.[footnoteRef:27554] [27554:  Jessor R Problem behaviour Theory
] 


 Collier said try to
[footnoteRef:23395] Turn Negatives into Positives [23395:  Collier How to deal with challenging behavior in the classroom. 28/2/21] 

Information and commands sink in better when we are told what we should do, rather than what we should not. For example, we react much better to statements like “Thomas, please talk quietly” than “Stop shouting Thomas.” Framing your instruction positively, as opposed to negatively, will have much better results.
Furthermore, when a child behaves in a typically ‘negative’ way, identify their reasons for acting that way instead of just punishing them. Then, discuss alternative ways that they can achieve their desired outcome. For example, if they misbehaved because they wanted attention, establish a turn-taking system where they get plenty of opportunities to speak. Children will soon learn new behaviors when it helps them get what they want without punishment.
 Teach Positive Behavior
Rather than trying to completely remove unwanted behavior, you should focus instead on facilitating the behavior you want. Identify what counts as good behavior and how you want your class to behave. Then, work on ways to communicate it.
Have a class discussion about positive behavior and base an activity on it, such as creating reminder posters for the classroom. In doing this, you are getting students involved in a stimulating activity rather than directly telling them what to do, which will have better results.

The learner is not achieving within the mainstream setting.
This influences the learner in many ways, they may
1. Turn up late to lessons
2. Leave early from a lesson (walk out or be removed from the lesson).
3. Try to involve others in their behavior (messing around shouting).
4. Cheating on test.
5. Constant use of their mobile phone.
6. Disrespecting the teacher not listening to instruction.

All of these will have a negative effect on the leaners experience within the classroom, teachers   can help with this is to try to offer extra assistance to the learner, by offering a laptop if the learner has problems with writing or in some cases differential learning where the learner may have easier work to their peers. The problem with offering Differential learning to the learner can make them stand out more and alienate the more as their peers could notice the fact the learner involved gets easier work and bullying could then occur. Teachers must find a way to hand out the work in such a way that the learner who needs the extra help is not singled out. Teachers can do this by having discussions first in the classroom so the learner can have the extra assistance at the start of the lesson, so the learner has had help before the lesson starts and is not singled out.

Often the learner has problems with certain teaching staff which could also lead to problems within the classroom environment ways around this especially in a mainstream setting is to put the learner into a different class (sometimes a higher-grade class as the learners in that class will ignore the poor behavior as they want to learn and this could have a positive effect on the learner who has been place in that class). 

The learner has been blamed for something they may or may not have done.

This can have a negative effect on the learner's experience especially if they are innocent, what tends to happen with in a mainstream school is name association, a lot of learner would have had siblings who were older than them already in the school and were poorly behaved and the teachers within the school often associate the surname with that poorly behaved learner so they believe that that all the poorly behaved siblings will be poorly behaved too.[footnoteRef:24288] [24288:  Jessor R Problem behavioor theory.] 


As Teachers or teaching assistant can try to resolve this by giving all learners a chance every day is a new day and not to dwell on things that previous learners have done.  Teaching staff within a PRU setting took anything the learners have said or done previously, could never go to school as a lot of the time many learners have brothers/sister and cousins all coming through the doors at any one time.

Young minds say

What you can do if you are struggling at school
If you are worried about anything at school, it is important to talk to a trusted adult like your class tutor or your parents/corer as soon as possible. They can help you to talk with the school about the problems you are struggling with and how you want support. If your problem is with your teacher or tutor, you can speak to another teacher at your school who you feel comfortable with.
If you are being bullied at school, you need to tell someone like your teacher or your parents/carer. By telling your teacher what is going on, it will help your school tackle the issue. Your school will often have a set way of helping students. [footnoteRef:3316] [3316:  youngminds.org 28/2/21
] 

Try to spend time with people that you feel comfortable talking to. If you are struggling with other students or teachers, spending time with family or friends you might have outside of school can help. They can support you and remind you that people do value you.
If you have specific difficulties such as dyslexia, ADHD, dyspraxia, or autism, you can get support from your school’s Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO). SENCO’s are there to make sure that you get the right support during lessons and can give you extra help.
If you have stopped attending school, an Education Welfare Officer will work with you and your family to support your return to school. An Education Welfare Officer can help make sure you get the support you need going back to school including things like extra funding from the council to help your family pay for school meals.
If you are struggling at school because of stress, pressure, or a mental health condition, then you might need a little extra support. Try talking to your GP. They can work with you to help understand what support you might need like therapy or counselling. Check out our guide to speaking to your GP to find out more about how your doctor can help you.
However, you are feeling about what you are going through at school, you deserve to get the help and support you need.
In conclusion 

All learners may have some issues in the school environment but it's important that we see the learners who go under the radar unnoticed who are struggling in school without no one to talk too thinking that they are all alone we need to give them the positive experiences and to show them that they have the chance and ability to succeed in whatever they decided to do and there is always help available.
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