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CPD Log – Reflection


Review and Reflection of CPD

During my time at university I have learned a huge amount.  It has vastly widened my knowledge, both academically and personally.  I have learned how to properly research topics via various means, using the internet and books, which I had absolutely no experience or knowledge of prior to this.  I have been able to successfully complete assignments and the continued guidance and support of my lecturers will ensure I can continue to do so in order to complete my course.  In my employed role as a maintenance cadet for Carmarthenshire County Council I have been able to apply my newfound knowledge to progress in that environment.  In completing the CPD log, it has shown me the extent of my learning.  I can see which areas I have gained knowledge.  I am excited to continue learning in a subject I enjoy and completing the course.  I have learned to better manage my time in order to complete the assignments in a timelier manner, something I struggled with in the beginning.   
What I would have done differently

Although I have done a lot of things well during my time at university, there are a few things that can be improved on.  During my first two months I struggled to manage my time between employment and completing the university assignments.  I would have set aside more time during the week to complete study resulting in perhaps better marks.  Also I have learned how to research correctly, although I do feel I could put a bit more time into this to ensure more in-depth information.   
Strengths

I feel I have adapted well to the current climate of online learning due to the Covid 19 pandemic.  It has challenged me at times as previously I was more comfortable in a classroom environment.  I have learned to participate in online meetings in work as well and feel more comfortable doing so.  I believe I am thorough in my work and always check through my assignments to ensure correct grammar.  I am always eager to learn and apply what I have learnt to my employed work.  Being a team player, I have also formed friendships with other students on the course and am very approachable should they need to seek support from me.  

 
Weakness that need self-development 

Along with my strengths, I also have weakness which will need to be worked on.  Although I have tried to improve on my time management, there is still further improvement needed.  I need to increase my study time during the week, I can do this by ensuring I set aside a couple of hours every night after work.  Leaving some of the assignment until last minute results in rushing to finish and which undoubtedly effects my assignment marks.  I will need to make sure I am disciplined and stick to the schedule I set myself.  I will need to commence the assignment earlier to make sure I can complete it in a timely manner.  I also feel I could participate in the lesson more.  I can also build on my confidence which will enable me to ask questions if I am having difficulty understanding something in class, in turn leading to a better understanding and hopefully a reflection in my assignment marks.

Long term career goals 
   
3 Years - After 2 years, and completion of my HNC course and apprenticeship at Carmarthenshire County Council, I hope to continue employment in the council and also would like to continue on to do the HND course for a further year.
5 Years – On completion of the HND course I would like to look in to progressing to Architecture.  I would look at staying within the council for employment and hopefully could be part of the design department.
10 Years – After 10 years I see myself as a fully qualified architect, working in the council.  I am a natural leader and feel I would be capable of a management role.  

Short term goals 

Having already identified time management as being something I can continue to improve on, my short-term goal to help with this is to set aside time for study and stick to it.  As previously mentioned more in depth researching will also help with my overall marks.  Taking more time to research will result in more accurate information.

Progress Review 

A reasonable timescale for assessing my short-term goals is the beginning of September 2021.  By setting a review date this will motivate me to achieve these goals.   
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