Book Review Tips

Reading the Book

· Active reading, not passive reading

· Chapter-by-chapter approach

· Note taking – summarise arguments in sections; note your responses

Questions to ask yourself

· Does the content of the book strongly relate to the title?

· What is the main argument of the book?

· What is the method / approach taken by the author: topical, analytical, chronological, descriptive?

· Is the book clearly written – how effective is the author’s style?

· Is the book relevant to current issues and arguments?

· How does the author support their viewpoint – are clear examples or evidences given?

· To whom is the book aimed – do you think it is helpful to its target audience?

· How accurate is the content of the book (factual and theoretical)?

· How does the book compare to other related titles?

· Did you understand the book (!) – would you recommend it to a wider readership?

Dynamics of Book Reviews

· Who is the author? What is their political / racial / religious / sexual standpoint, for example.  Does this affect the text.  Is that acceptable?  Is it useful?

· Do you have a relationship to the author?

· What genre is the book? 
Pitfalls to avoid

· Don’t just summarise the book – evaluate it!  You need to restate the main contents, the review should be about judgement, not repetition.

· Don’t try to cram in the whole contents of the book – concentrate on the main strengths and weaknesses.

Traditional Structure

· Give full author name, title, publishing details, and price.

· Very brief author biog / standpoint.  Succinctly outline the main thrust of the book – judging whether or not author succeeds in your view.
· Restate thesis / main arguments of book. Align with other relevant works. 
· State strengths.
· State weaknesses.
· Assess in your own words the strengths and weaknesses.
· Conclusion

