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ABSTRACT 
The investigation is based on the assessment of role of VLE in educational institutions. The positive as well as negative sides of VLE have been covered in the research project by collecting data from several sources. The investigation is based on the assessment of case of “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”. The learners as well as teachers of the university have been interrogated for the proper collection of data in the research project. Recommendations have been provided based on the issues identified. 

Title: Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus 
INTRODUCTION 
Virtual learning environment can be termed to be an educational technology that is based on website platform. It encompasses the digital facets of study courses that are taught in educational institutions. It represents the resources, interactions, and activities within a structure of course. It is based on the provision of various assessment phases. VLE plays a crucial role in determining the learning practice of the learners as it offers the teachers several tools of teaching. VLE emphasises on enhancing learning journey of learners by the inclusion of internet and computers in the learning procedure. 
AIM
The study is aimed at determining the effect of VLE on the learning practice of learners in “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”. 
OBJECTIVES
· To identify the concept of Virtual Learning Experience
· To comprehend the positive and negative aspect of VLE
· To figure out the effect of VLE on the learners of “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”
· To provide suggestions on the enhancement of the effect of VLE on the learners of “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”
RATIONALE
The topic has been chosen for investigation so that the effect of VLE on the education journey of learners “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus” can be determined. It was necessary to examine the topic since VLE has changed the learning journey of students. Therefore, it was necessary to study the effect of VLE on the learners studying in University of Wales (Rienties et al., 2016). The examination will enable to identify the issues the learners of “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus” are facing with respect to VLE so that proper recommendations can be provided for the enhancement of the situation. 
QUESTIONS
· What is the notion of Virtual Learning Experience?
· What are the negative and positive aspects of VLE?
· What is the effect of VLE on the learners of “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”?
· What suggestions can be provided for the enhancement of the effect of VLE on the learners of “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”?
SCOPE
The research project is based on the assessment of the effect of VLE on the learners of “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”. Therefore, it can be stated that the investigation is based on the assessment of effect of VLE on the learners of a specific college however, the effect of VLE on learners of schools and other colleges have not been taken into account in the investigation (Vaganova et al., 2017). Thus, it can be stated that the suggestions that will be provided will be applicable for the college that has been considered in the investigation and cannot be taken into account in cases of learners in other educational institutions. 
LITERATURE REVIEW
Virtual Learning Environment 
Virtual learning environment can be termed to be the classroom that is provided to the learners in a class through technology although the learners are not physically present in a classroom. VLE can be termed to be a web-based platform that aids learners to study in educational institutions. In case of VLE, technology enables the educators or teachers to create active learning environments and create interactive sessions by using digitally based solutions (Makransky et al., 2016). The professors are enabled in this case to create and record as well as distribute lessons, plan courses, along with content thereby foster communication between professor and students.  
Effect of VLE on learners 
It has been observed that VLE has generally attracted interests of learners towards their studies and course plans. VLE has been beneficial for the learners as well as teachers. With respect to students, VLE has proved to be effective in competing with the fast pace of studies. It has encouraged the learners to adopt self-paced learning. VLE provides learners the opportunity to develop new skills without travelling and attend the courses while sitting at home. The teachers are helped through VLE in terms of planning lessons; manage administrative tasks, track students’ activity and performance. It also helps the teachers to engage learners in learning process (Songkram, 2015). VLE also provides materials of support to the teachers so that they can be helped in the process of teaching students. 
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Q1. Have you ever studied through Virtual Learning Environment?
	Options
	Response obtained
	Response percentage
	Total respondents

	Yes
	25
	83.3
	30

	No
	5
	16.6
	30


Table 1: Response obtained

Figure 1: Response Obtained
Analysis
Most of the learners of the university have used virtual learning environment as more than 80% of the learners have used the same.
Q2. How far do you agree that VLE has helped you in learning?
	Options
	Response obtained
	Response percentage
	Total respondents

	Strongly agree
	17
	56.6
	30

	Agree
	3
	10
	30

	Neutral
	1
	3.3
	30

	Disagree
	4
	13.3
	30

	Strongly Disagree
	5
	16.6
	30


Table 2: Response obtained

Figure 2: Response Obtained

Analysis
It can be stated that the learners of “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus” have been benefitted from the virtual learning.

Q3. In which cases have you used Virtual Learning Environment?
Table 3: Response obtained

Figure 3: Response Obtained

Analysis
Virtual learning environment has been used by the learners of the university especially in cases when college is closed due to some calamity or disaster based on the votes obtained. 
Q4. What are the issues you face in case of distance learning?
	Options
	Response obtained
	Response percentage
	Total respondents

	Late feedbacks
	7
	23.3
	30

	Late doubt solution 
	20
	66.6
	30

	Loneliness
	1
	3.3
	30

	Fail to understand the topics effectively 
	2
	13.3
	30


Table 4: Response obtained

Figure 4: Response Obtained

Analysis
The learners in “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus” face issues pertaining to late solution of their doubts in case of distance learning.

Q5. How far do you agree that distance learning needs improvement in University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus?
	Options
	Response obtained
	Response percentage
	Total respondents

	Strongly agree
	16
	53.3
	30

	Agree
	4
	13.3
	30

	Neutral
	1
	3.3
	30

	Disagree
	4
	13.3
	30

	Strongly Disagree
	5
	16.6
	30


Table 5: Response obtained

Figure 5: Response Obtained


Analysis
It is important that the authorities of the college take proper measures for the solution of the issues of the learners so that they can learn better. 


Q6. On a scale of 1 to 5, how will you rate that teachers use interactive methods like active learning, collaboration, and participation among students?

1= Not at all, 2=Sometimes, 3= frequently, 4= Weekly, 5= Everyday

Figure 6: Response Obtained



Analysis
From the responses obtained it can be stated that while conducting online learning classes, teachers make use of learning activities frequently. However, different teachers use different techniques of teaching by using various techniques of interacting






Q7. On which platform have you attended online classes?
a) Udemy  b)Teachable c)Wiz IQ  d) Educadium  e)Others 


Figure 7: Response Obtained




Analysis
From the responses, it can be stated that most of the students have used Udemy for online education. It can also be stated that in “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus” mainly Udemy is used for teaching students online that is VLE. 




Q8. If given a choice for education, which one will, you choose in “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”?
a) Online educational classes               b) Traditional educational classes 


Figure 8: Response Obtained



Analysis
Based on the responses attained, it can be stated that traditional educational classes are preferred more by the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus” over online classes. It indicates that the university has not been successful much in teaching students efficiently through online platforms. 



INTERVIEW
Q1. In what circumstances do you allow your learners to have distance learning?
Teacher 1: Generally, VLE is allowed in case of natural calamities or disasters when it becomes difficult for learners to traverse.
Teacher 2: We allow learners to have distance learning in case they thrive at distant locations and it is difficult for them to commute daily to college.

Q2. Are you working in the direction of resolving issues of the students?
Teacher 1: Yes, we are working continuously in the direction of comprehending the issues of the learners so that they can be resolved.
Teacher 2: We have been interacting with the learners frequently to identify their issues and resolve them. 

METHODOLOGY
Positivism philosophy is suitable for the study since it is based on the assessment of factual data that is collected by making observations. The method is helpful in interpreting from quantifiable data (Tumele, 2015).
Deductive approach seems to be the best method for the investigation as it is based on the verification of existing theories in relation with the data collected and assessed. The approach does not emphasise on the development of new theories (Woiceshyn and Daellenbach, 2018).
Exploratory research is the best method that is available so that the chosen topic can be assessed effectively. The method is helpful in thoroughly investigating a topic so that each of its aspect can be determined properly (Amendola et al., 2016). 
Surveys along with interviews will be scheduled for collecting primary data. Qualitative along with quantitative method will be chosen for the exploration of the topic that is quantifiable as well as non-quantifiable data will be accumulated in the project. For the investigation, 30 learners of “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus” will be surveyed while two teachers will be interviewed (Palinkas et al., 2015). 
Simple random probability sampling will be employed in the investigation since cost is less in this case and biasness is reduced. Although, time required for the investigation is more in this case (Setia, 2016). 
Secondary data Analysis
Benefits of Virtual Learning Environment 
Virtual learning environment is often referred as online learning that allows learners to gain access to coursework anytime from anywhere. It is helpful for the learners in terms of managing their time efficiently by combining structure with freedom. In several instances, VLE helps learners to have expanded worldview as well as involve in asynchronous discussions or conversations with classmates. Immediate feedbacks on the tests conducted of the learners are helpful for the learners in identifying their mistakes immediately and take proper measures in eradicating them (Avelino et al., 2016). Virtual learning is helpful for the learners in terms of having sharpened digital skills. 
Disadvantages of Virtual Learning Environment 
VLE negatively affects learners as well since the learners are affected in terms of self-discipline especially those learners who have a habit of procrastination. Learners are also affected through VLE, as human communication is not involved in the procedure that in turn can make the learners feel lonely (Makransky et al., 2016). In several cases, VLE even leads to isolation of learners since it does not allow the learners to discuss with their classmates. VLE involves solo learning that in turn results in the learners to delay their learning procedure in case they face any kind of issue. Technological issues are yet another obstacle that emerges in the learning procedure of the learners in case of virtual learning environment. 
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Although, the learners of the university face have been benefitted due to virtual learning environment in several cases however there are issues as well that the learners of the university face. It is necessary that the teachers of the university take feedback from the learners and work in the direction of solution of each of the issues as faced by the students. Although, virtual learning has several benefits yet there are disadvantages associated with it as well however with apt measures its negative sides can be eradicated. 
LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
The primary issue that the researcher faced while conducting the study is with respect to the time and budget that was available for conducting the investigation thus it can be stated that if the researcher had more time and financial resource then the results could have been better. 
CONCLUSIONS
The research project is based on the assessment of Virtual Education Environment in “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”. It is important that the authority of “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus” emphasise on looks into the issues that the learners face and take proper measures for the solution of the issues accordingly. The teachers must be easily reachable for the learners so that they can discuss with the teachers anytime they face issue. 
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Q1. Have you ever studied through Virtual Learning Environment?
Q2. How far do you agree that VLE has helped you in learning?
Q3. In which cases have you used Virtual Learning Environment?
Q4. What are the issues you face in case of distance learning?
Q5. How far do you agree that distance learning needs improvement in University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus?
Q6. On a scale of 1 to 5, how will you rate that teachers use interactive methods like active learning, collaboration, and participation among students?
Q7. On which platform have you attended online classes?
Q8. If given a choice for education, which one will, you choose in “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”?
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