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Possession of Drugs/ Power to Search for drugs (MHA1971) Role play
(Scenario 7 – KINGSWAY SHOPPING CENTRE PUBLIC HOUSE)

SCENARIO REQUIREMENTS

· One role actor, appropriately dressed – (as instructed by course trainers). The role player will play the part of a member of the public smoking a cannabis joint outside a public house.
· One officers appropriately dressed – ( as instructed by course trainers)
· Control room operator.
· Assessor to be in full possession of relevant definition regarding the offence being assessed as well as the relevant assessment criteria sheet that must be completed by the assessor during the observations.
· A small joint made up of herbal tea to represent a cannabis joint.



SAFETY REMINDER

· Safe working environment, risk assessment to be completed of the venue.
· Assessor to have given full briefing to Role actor/s and Officers/s being assessed prior to the role play.
· If officer is to detain / arrest role actor then this will be done by the office taking hold of the role actors arm and informing them that they are being detained / arrested.
· No handcuffs are to be used, if the officer wishes to use handcuffs then they should inform the subject that they are handcuffed. Subject should place hands to the rear when informed.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]No actual UDT strikes are to be used.
· Students to be mindful of same gender searches.
· If there are any safety issues identified then the identifying officer should immediately call “CHECKMATE” to the role play and report their findings to the Assessor.
If there are no safety issues the role play will run its course and the assessor will call “END EX” once they are happy the role play has concluded.



TRAINER BRIEFING TO STUDENT(S)
You are on foot patrol in the KINGSWAY SHOPPING CENTRE. A member of the public approaches you and informs you that a male/female (role player, and clothing described). Is smoking a cannabis joint outside the pub situated on the shopping centre.

You walk in the direction of the public house which has been pointed out by the member of the public. You then see the person outside the pub smoking, and the male/female in the clothing described to you by the witness.
The officer will demonstrate the correct safe working practice when speaking and searching the suspect, by being aware of the fighting arc and if there are any items located then they will need to be seized and exhibited and documented following force policy.
The time and day are current to the scenario.

The following details can be passed on to the student if they ask for further information-

· PNC shows that the male has previous caution for possession of cannabis, and there is intelligence that the male/female is dealing ecstasy disguised in a blister pack.
· There is another officer in close proximity.
· If you require any radio checks and have a radio available, use your radio to gather any further information required, the course trainer will designate someone to act as the controller.
· There is transport (theoretically).
· Deal with the incident as you see fit.
· Consider the following-
1. Officer Safety
2. Communication Skills
3. Relevant Offences
4. Legislation
5. NDM





TRAINER BRIEFING TO ROLE ACTOR/S
Male/female Role Actor/in possession of cannabis.
You are situated on the KINGSWAY SHOPPING CENTRE at a local pub named ‘The Horse and Hound’, you are smoking a joint of cannabis at the front of the pub. You have a previous caution for possession of cannabis, you believe that you are able to smoke cannabis because you suffer with back pain.
The police officer will explain the grounds they have to search you. 
When the officer provides you with the correct legislation they should only search your Jacket, Outer coat and Gloves. The officer will need to explain that they are searching you under Section 23(2) Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. 
You will be arrested for suspicion of possession of a controlled drug.

Male/Female Role Player – member of the public. 
You are a random member of the public walking through KINGSWAY SHOPPING CENTRE and as you walk past ‘The Horse and Hounds’, you smell a strong smell of cannabis and you see a male/female outside of the pub smoking.
You then see a police officer and you approach the officer and explain what you have seen.
The police officer should ask for your details and a short description of what has happened.

Overall outcome of the scenario
· The suspect should be searched under Section 23(2) of the Misuse of drugs Act 1971, with the student officer providing the correct grounds to search the suspect. G.O.W.I.S.E.L.Y.
· The suspect will be arrested on suspicion of Possession of Drugs section 5(2) Misuse of Drugs Act 1971.
· The suspect should be informed that they will be conveyed to the custody unit where they will, once authority has been granted by an Inspector or above, an intimate search. Section 55(1) of PACE 1984.
· NDM should be followed.
· Police personal procedures, radio procedures and recording of the incident in the EPNB should be carried out in line with force policy.
· Any exhibits should be seized safely and documented under force policy.

Scenario 7 Drugs Role Play

Role Actors Script for the person in possession of cannabis
You will be situated outside the ‘Horse and Hound’ public house, which will be in the KINGSWAY SHOPPING CENTRE. You are smoking a joint of cannabis.
You then see a police officer.
The police officer ask you for your name and date of birth. You reply:
  “WHY DO YOU WANT MY DETAILS? I HAVENT DONE ANYTHING, I AM JUST CHILLING”
The officer will explain that they believe that you are in possession of a controlled drug and are going to search you under Section 23(2) of the Misuse of drugs Act 1971.
If the officer does not explain the grounds of why they are going to search you, you will say;
“WHAT GROUNDS HAVE YOU GOT TO SEARCH ME, I HAVENT GOT ANYTHING?”
The officer will ask you what you are smoking.
You will say;
“IT IS A ROLLED CIGARETTE WHICH IS CANNABIS”
The police officer will inform you that they are acting upon information received and informs you that you should not be smoking cannabis as it is a classified drug.
You will say;
“I HAVE TERRIBLE BACK PAIN, I AM ALLOWED TO SMOKE THE CANNABIS AS IT MAKES IT BETTER FOR ME” 
The officer will then arrest you on suspicion of possession of a controlled. The role player to provide their own details.


Please follow the above script to ensure fairness to all candidates.



Scenario 7 Drugs Role Play

Role actors script for the member of the public
You are a random member of the public walking through KINGSWAY SHOPPING CENTRE and as you walk past ‘The Horse and Hounds’, you smell a strong smell of cannabis and you see a male/female outside of the pub smoking.
You then see a police officer and you approach the officer and say;
“OFFICER I HAVE JUST SEEN A MALE/FEMALE SMOKING WHAT I THINK IS CANNABIS OUTSIDE THE HORSE AND HOUND”
The police officer should ask for your details and a short description of what has happened.

The role actor to provide their own details and you are willing to provide a statement.
PNC result will be negative.







Please follow the above script to ensure fairness to all candidates.







Section 23 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 
Provides powers to search and obtain evidence.
23(1) A constable or other person authorised in that behalf by a general or special order of the Secretary of State (or in Northern Ireland either of the Secretary of State or the Ministry of Home Affairs for Northern Ireland) shall, for the purposes of the execution of this Act, have power to enter the premises of a person carrying on business as a producer or supplier of any controlled drugs and to demand the production of, and to inspect any books or documents relating to dealings in any such drugs and to inspect any stocks of any such drugs .
23(2) if a constable has reasonable grounds to suspect that any person is in possession of a controlled drug in contravention of this Act or of any regulations or orders made thereunder, the constable may - 
(a) search that person, and detain him for the purpose of searching him;
(b) search any vehicle or vessel in which the constable suspects that the drug may be found, and for the purpose require the person in control of the vehicle or vessel to stop it;
(c) seize and detain, for the purposes of proceedings under this Act, anything found in the course of the search, which appears to the constable to be evidence of an offence under this Act .



Possession of Drugs
Section 5(2) Misuse of Drugs Act 1971

(1) Subject to any regulations under section 7 of this Act for the time being in force, it shall not be lawful for a person to have a controlled drug in his possession.
(2) Subject to section 28 (defence of lack of knowledge) of this Act and to subsection (4) below, it is an offence for a person to have a controlled drug in his possession in contravention of subsection (1).
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