[bookmark: _Int_kZfixXee]The legal system around the world can be split up into two types of law, common law and civil law. Both of these types of law differ from one another from their origin's, principles and procedures. Within this essay I will discuss what are both common and civil law and how the English legal system is based upon the common law principle. 
What is Common Law? 
Common law is used by all judges and derived from custom and precedent. Its called the common law due to it being the same throughout the whole country not changing depending on what part you may live in. Courts will use previous cases from more senior courts as an example this is known as the “court of records”. Common law has a significant involvement for offences such as murder and court procedurals (The English legal system 2018). 
What is Civil law?
Civil law is a legal system that is based on a set of laws and legal principles rather than going off a judicial decision. Within civil law systems, legal rules and principles are created by legislation or executive actions and is recorded in a comprehensive legal code. The code lays out a set of legal rights and obligations of individuals, businesses and other entities and gives a understanding on how to resolve disputes if any may occur. Civil law makes written law more important than using previous cases as common law does. 
Whereas criminal cases are filed by the government civil cases are not similar in that way as they are filed by private parties, and they aim to deal with the problems between individuals of companies. Most of the time civil law cases are created for compensation, agreement or judgment relating to any finances (Differences between criminal & civil law UK: Slater + Gordon 2018).
The difference between the two laws?
[bookmark: _Int_MdGLr0vp]There are a plethora of differences between the two laws such as common law in not a codified law whereas civil law is. Within common law there is a binding where a judicial precedent is needed meaning that they need to follow a particular decision made on a point of law in a previous case. Civil law judges are there to find the facts of the case and to use provisions of the applicable code where common law judges are there to make a ruling, create precedent and to dwindle between the two parties involved within the case. Statutes and subsidiary legislations are the main sources of civil law whereas common laws main sources are previous cases or case laws (Difference between common law and civil law: Comparison of methods of thought, legal system, codification, etc.. 2016).
History of common law  
Common law dates back to the time of king Henry II with legal reforms. Common law was called common as it applied to everyone across the country opposed to the local law that may have been set. Common law was not created change the normal within the legal system however to incorporate without radical change (British History, 2: The Origins of Common Law).  
As time went on the common law system has continued to evolve and expand. Judges have made new decisions as time have went on and established new precedents that better shape the legal principles and rules of the UK. Common law have also coexisted with statutory law which was a law created by the legislative branch of the government. We also have a law called equity law which was a separate body of law which was made to help address the situations where common law was inadequate or unfair (Ltd, Differences between common law and equity 2022). 
Today the common law system is an essential part of the UK legal system, and it continues to evolve through new court decisions and legal developments. The Uk have also written an constitution that will be used to guide and regulate the exercise of government power, although it is not based on the same common law principles as the rest of the legal system 
Example of Common law working in practice 
An example of common law working would be an old common law called outraging public decency where recently there have been people who’ve been “up skirting” this consists of recoding a camera up someone's skirt without consent. To tackle this using the outraging public decency common law, deter people from committing this crime also as of February 2019 parliament have passed this offence of as a punishable crime which could face up to 2 years in jail and be put on the sex offender register. 
[bookmark: _Int_NnMqjC0f]Another example of common law would be a common law marriage that would have similar rights to those who chose to go for a licensed marriage however they are not officially married, and this is only allowed if several conditions are met in order for a common law marriage to come into effect (Chen, 2020).
An example of another way common law working in practice would be in the case of Donoghue v Stevenson. This case helped to form and establish the principle of duty of care in negligence within the UK. 
The case was first spoken about back in 1932 where Mrs Donoghue went to a café shop with one of close her friends where she bought a ginger beer and proceeded to drink some of the can before pouring the ginger bear into her glass, whilst pouring it into a glass it revealed to be a decomposed snail flowing out of the can causing her to suffer from shock and gastroenteritis a form diarrhoea and vomiting. Mrs Donoghue continued to sue the manufacturer of the ginger beer and Mr. Stevenson for negligence. Her argument was that he breached a duty to care towards her however Mr Stevenson argued that he hadn't breached any duty to care as there was no contractual relationship between them. 
The case proceeded to go to the house of lords which at the time was the highest court within the UK. The trail concluded and the courts favour was with Mrs Donoghue. The court established a principle of duty and care in negligence which means that organisations and individuals must hold to, to ensure they avoid causing harm to others. This case is still used till now as a cornerstone of UK law. It has still been used in many other cases to help determined an outcome (Ltd, 2022). 
This case is and prime example on how a common law works in practice as the decisions of the house of lords created a new legal principle.   

English legal system is based upon common law principles. Explain what this means 
The English legal system is based upon common law principles meaning that it was derived from the decisions and precedents established by judges using previous cases as example to help with their decisions. Common law is unique to England and Wales and is fundamentally different from the other legal systems such as civil law 
The foundation of the common law system is the premises that legal principles and rules should be developed over time by a gradual evolution of judicial decision-making, rather than being through legislative or executive actions. By doing it this way it allows for the law to adapt to the changing world with new technology and whatever may develop over the years (Oxford libguides: United Kingdom law: Legal system). 
Under the common law system, legal rules and principles are developed refined through the use of interpretation and applications of previous court cases. Judges are responsible for interpreting the law and applying it to individual cases and their decisions set precedent for lower courts in the future 

Conclusion 
[bookmark: _Int_Wa5ocSX7]In conclusion, the English legal system have been based on a common law principle that allows the law to become flexible and adaptable to the never-ending cycle of the world with however it may change if it may be for a cultural reason or something else. Common law have served as a foundation for the UK legal system for centuries and it continues to evolve and develop in response to changing circumstances and emerging legal issues. 
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