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I will be playing a member of the Seleucid Royal family, specifically as a young member of the family. My character, Laodike Carrisius, was promised to marry a member of the Ptolemaic royal family; the marriage would have been a purely diplomatic and political arrangement.[footnoteRef:1] However, as power structures at the top of the empire change constantly,[footnoteRef:2] my character avoided this marriage due to the stress of war on the empire. As she is a member of the elite, it is imperative that my character is ethnically Greek but culturally Hellenistic,[footnoteRef:3] as this is how they viewed themselves at the time.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  Strootman, 2011. Pg.64. “…through intermarriage and diplomatic exchange, the two dynasties [Seleukid and Ptolemaic] continually influenced each other in this respect [court culture and political ideology].” 
Grainger, 1997. P.49. Laodike (10) was promised in marriage, however this appears to have fallen through due to political stress. ]  [2:  Strootman, 2011. Pg. 68.]  [3:  Strootman, 2011. Pg.66.]  [4:  Strootman, 2011. Pg.66.] 

	Being a member of the royal family, she received a high level of education; primarily military education within the court.[footnoteRef:5] She was appointed as priestess of my mother’s cult,[footnoteRef:6] as such my characters position in the courts revolve around her ability to further the worship and piety of the people in the Seleukid empire. This position of priestess allows my character to rely on something other than the familial tie[footnoteRef:7] to be relevant in the courts. My aim is for my character to eventually have her own cult following to further her own political ideology and piousness. It is rumoured that she is not a genuine daughter of the royal family,[footnoteRef:8] which has caused friction between her family’s empire and potential political alliances. However, those following her mother’s cult often refute these claims and honour my position as priestess.  [5:  Strootman, 2011. Pg. 75. ]  [6:  Grainger, 1997: P.48. Laodike the 5th was appointed as priestess to her mother’s cult in Media.]  [7:  Coskun and Macauley, 2016. Pg. 27. ]  [8:  Grainger, 1997. Pg.48 ] 

My characters main role within the court is to create alliances through marriage.[footnoteRef:9]  It is also to survive long enough to gain a credible link to the Seleucid royal throne; it is inevitable that there will be others competing for political power and legitimate lineage to the throne. My characters role is also to assist in furthering the current Seleukid empire, which can be achieved with the cult following of the Queen, that she is priestess of at this moment in time. [9:  Grainger, 1997. Pg. 46.] 

My first aim for my character is to marry someone of political significance to increase her own political power. By doing this, my character will then be able to stand politically independent from the rest of her family in the Seleucid Empire and eventually ensue power of the Seleucid royal family. The marriage would not only make a new alliance within the empire but also create a platform for my character to begin political negotiations. Once the king has died, the Queen will no longer have any recognisable political power, meaning my characters marriage would continue as the political bond that connects the “otherwise unconnected elites.”[footnoteRef:10] It would be ideal to the Seleucid empire[footnoteRef:11] if the marriage of my character occurs to a member of the Ptolemaic family.[footnoteRef:12] As the Ptolemaic family gained legitimacy of succession through intermarriage of brothers and sisters,[footnoteRef:13] the marriages were often infertile.[footnoteRef:14] Should my character have a son, he would be a legitimate heir to the Ptolemaic and the Seleucid empires,[footnoteRef:15] allowing both empires to be politically joined. Once my character has attained this political power, she will use her previous position of priestess to create her own cult following, by changing it from her mother’s cult to her own.[footnoteRef:16] Being favoured by the pious population would grant my character further political levy, and a greater following amongst the Seleucid empire. Using this pious outreach to cover her own political ideology of furthering the Seleukid empire. All these different aims considered, this should prevent my character from being perceived as illegitimate as there has been a major alliance made through her marriage. Once my character has gained the cult following, my character will have her husband found a city in her name,[footnoteRef:17] similar to the city of Laodikeia which was founded by Seleukos,[footnoteRef:18] to cement her influence on the Seleukid empire and as sign of support of its people. Once my character has gained the favour of the public, be that genuine favour or not, my next aim is to have her husband from the Ptolemaic empire assassinated.[footnoteRef:19] This will be achieved by my character shutting him out of the empire,[footnoteRef:20] and remarrying another contending legitimate heir to the Ptolemaic and/or Seleukid empire.[footnoteRef:21] [10:  Strootman Pg. 66.]  [11:  Grainger, 1997. Pg. 49. ]  [12:  Grainger, 1997. Pg. 49. ]  [13:  Ogden, 1999. Pg. 67.]  [14:  Ogden, 1999. Pg. 67.]  [15:  Ogden, 1999. Pg. 117. “A situation arose in the Seleucid dynasty which was comparable to that which arose in the Ptolemaic dynasty [legitimate children] … a great deal of power came to be concentrated in the hands of the princesses themselves.”]  [16:  Grainger, 1997. Pg. 49.]  [17:  Grainger, 1997. Pg. 50. ]  [18:  Grainger, 1997. Pg. 50.]  [19:  Grainger, 1997. Pg. 46. ]  [20:  Grainger, 1997. Pg. 46.]  [21:  Grainger, 1997. Pg. 46] 
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