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Just You Wait				Frederick Loewe (1901-1988)
My Fair Lady	                                                       Alan Jay Lerner (1918-1986)

The song is performed in the middle of the first act of the musical. Eliza has come to Henry Higgins house to attend elocution lessons so that she can become a florist’s assistant. However these lessons quickly turn sour when Higgins’ acts self-absorbed and misogynistic towards Eliza. This motivates her to plot ways of killing Higgins’ in revenge for his rude behaviour towards her. Eliza dreams of the life she could have by going ‘straight to the theatre’ and being ‘famous’. Ultimately at the end of the musical she has transformed into a sophisticated, well spoken lady and they become companions rather than enemies. ‘The character of Eliza is best seen by the progression which she makes from "a thing of stone," "a nothingness," a "guttersnipe," and a "squashed cabbage leaf' to the final act where she is an exquisite lady’ (CliffNotes, 2023) 
Eliza and Higgins’ songs in the first act heavily contrast eachother and this song is a prime example of that. The rhythm of the lyrics is ‘heavily accented’ (Fergus, K.A, 2018) and has a stomping characteristic ‘Just you wait, Henry Higgins, Just you Wait’. This represents her underlying anger towards him but also her gutsy strength she has compared to him. She often repeats the phrase ‘Just You Wait’ throughout the song; this shows her determination in humiliating Higgins. The repetition of the line also emphasizes her rebellion of wanting to stand up for herself.
 When she sings the line ‘Just you wait till you are swimming in the sea’ the music dynamics are quieter but the tempo stays steady and this symbolizes Eliza’s scheming attitude and how her determination is brewing. However when she sings ‘when you yell, you’re gonna drown’ the dynamics become louder with more percussion. This is a big contrast from the previous lyric and can show how unpredictable Eliza can be due to her tough background, living on the streets of London. This first section is in a lower, more guttural style; the second section of the song is in a lighter, softer tone as Eliza begins to imagine her dream life. This shows the audience two different personalities that Eliza has. 
As she sings ‘One day I’ll be famous’ her tone is more delicate and in a higher register. This can be a nod to Higgins’ and his influence on Eliza slowly becoming a proper lady. Furthermore this section seems grand with the use of little trumpet fanfares and flute trills to symbolise royalty and the upper class Eliza wants to be a part of. She mimics the king telling her ‘I proclaim Eliza Dolittle Day’ that shows her childlike personality.
After the guns fire from the kings guards; the style changes back to how it originally was in the beginning being brash with low trumpets and the percussion returning. Eliza also shouts the lyrics ‘ho ho ho Henry Higgins, down you go’ instead of singing them; this emphasizes her triumph in her plan working and how Higgins’ has finally got what he’s deserved. 





Nothing Stops Another Day 	Glen Ballard Born (1953-)
Ghost	Dave Stewart (1952-)

This song comes in the middle of the second act of the musical. Based on the hit 1990 movie starring Patrick Swayze and Demi Moore; it tells the story of Sam and Molly starting their lives together when Sam is suddenly killed by a thug. Not able to tell Molly that her life is in danger he enlists the help of a psychic to save her. At this point Molly is trying to move on with her life without Sam; however she is finding this difficult because of how much she loves Sam and how she knows she ‘have to let go’. She’s trying to make a life by herself and is grieving the life she could have had with Sam. 
The song explores the themes of loss and grief and the struggle to move on from something you’ve lost. ‘Musicals also connect to really deep memories and with Ghost, you’re dealing with death as well as love’ (Stewart, 2011). This is shown through the piano at the start as this sets the melancholic mood of the song. She sings ‘I see the sunrise from my window, it must have risen everyday’ and this emphasizes the simple things that she’s not noticed in life because of her grief overpowering her life.  But she ‘couldn’t see at all. The shadows were too tall’ showing how dark her life has been and the shadows are a metaphor for the death in Molly’s life. However the key changes going into the first chorus symbolising Molly’s sudden realisation that life still goes on even though her boyfriend has died and how she could either choose to ‘turn around’ or ‘just stand still’. 
As the next verse picks up the music is louder and more instruments are added when Molly sings ‘I lost my life and all its meaning’. This emphasizes how she’s singing about the love she felt for Sam and how she’s trying to protect her heart from being broken; ‘putting my heart behind a wall’. But she ‘can feel it beat today’ meaning that she’s beginning to slowly move on using the encouragement Sam would have given her. 
The instrumental keeps building in dynamics and instrumentation in the second chorus as a symbol of Molly’s growing hope and acceptance in the new life she will have to lead.
The song becomes more emotional and free in the bridge as she sings ‘I know I have to let go’ as a sign of her hesitance to move on and as the underscore is expressive and weightless in nature it highlights how she’s releasing her real emotions that she has built up over time. 
‘It seems to sum up something of the optimism that runs, quietly, through the whole show.’ (Andrew Langtree, 2011)
The underscore crescendos into the final chorus where the lyrics become metaphorical. Molly sings ‘the tallest mountain cannot stop the smallest stream…’ meaning no matter how many barriers she places upon herself; they will break as life will keep moving on. 







For the First Time in Forever	Robert Lopez (1975-)
Frozen                                                                  Kristen Anderson Lopez (1972-)

This song takes place at the beginning of Act One. Based on the successful 2013 Disney movie of the same name; Frozen is the story of two sisters, Anna the youngest and Elsa the eldest who has been gifted with ice powers. The musical tells the story of their relationship growth. When Elsa is to be crowned Queen her ice powers are revealed to the kingdom leaving Anna to save her sister from harm through love. In this song; Anna is getting ready for her sister’s coronation and is excited to experience life in all its glory ‘for the first time in forever’. This is where Anna’s character arc begins as she is naïve to the world and all she wants to do is find ‘true love’. 
The song itself is exactly the same to the movie’s version with a few minor lyric changes as it’s in a stage setting; ‘two nice ladies helping me get dressed’, ‘Coronation Day is just the best’.  There are two themes in the song that represent the contrasting viewpoints of the two sisters Anna and Elsa. Anna’s section is in a major key that symbolises the warmth of her personality whereas Elsa’s is in minor representing not only her ice powers but the coldness of herself.  Anna begins in a fast, cheerful tempo with ‘the window is open so is that door. I didn’t know they did that any more’. The fact that she doesn’t know this emphasizes how closed off her life has been and now that the ‘window is open’ she feels has freedom and can begin her life properly. She describes how strange it is that there will be ‘actual real life people’. This further shows how isolated she’s been from normality and how limited her interactions with people have been. This can bring up a sadder undertone to the cheerful lyrics as Anna has forever been locked away from society and has been in the unknown about her sister Elsa. (DisneyKate, 2014) 
The ‘First Time in Forever’ theme first appears in this song twice and is a symbol of Anna’s hope and naïve sense of personality and pops up again later in the show when there’s a sign of positivity and light. In the chorus where this first appears there’s a strong ‘I want’ motivation to Anna; ‘I’ll be dancing through the night’, ‘I won’t be alone’. ‘Every moment in our waking lives (and our sleep, too, if dreams have any meaning) we’re in a state of want’ (Alfred, 2007) 
In the second verse she paints the picture of her dream night ‘Tonight, imagine me gown and all’. This shows how this has been a long awaited dream she’s created and she’s pulling the audience into that dream. It has a childlike feel to it as this is something she’s dreamt of since she was young. The idea of love is brought in when she sings ‘I suddenly see him standing there’ emphasizing her need to experience ‘true love’ like in the fairy-tales. 
She continues to express her wants in life; ‘I could be noticed by someone’. Her dreams are beginning to come true and by the end of the song she feels a sense of confidence and hopefulness that she ‘got a chance’ to make a better life for herself away from the dark life she’s had. 
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