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We must think differently, and we must act collectively. 
A simple, powerful, and meaningful statement highlighted by Welsh Government (2014) with one main goal. To make Wales have a sustainable future. Welsh Government states that it strives to ensure that Wales will be the best place to do business, work and learn by 2050 through following the ground-breaking Future Generations Bill, set out in 2015. 
Figure 1 - (Welsh Government, 2014)














Looking at the 6 main targets for the Wales culture they wish to achieve, it is evident that if, as a nation, we wish to achieve these then we do indeed need to act collectively. Although many people will attempt to change their lifestyles to achieve these goals, it is important that throughout the education sector we instil these aims and ways of life in as many ways as possible. By incorporating this style of life into teaching and education, Wales will be able to achieve these aims. 
Throughout this portfolio of evidence and research the Welsh language, cultural, historical, and geographical features will be explored and how they are delivered within education settings. Background information will be examined and brief research into when and how Welsh became such an importance within education. Government guidelines, policies and reports will be analysed to understand why it is important these areas are taught. To understand if these policies and guidelines are successful, there will be evidence shown from a school within Wales and how they are applying the teachings of Welsh language, cultural, historical, and geographical features. The activities which being examined will be available to view within the appendices and will be analysed throughout the portfolio. This portfolio will also be delving into the complications and barriers which may be encountered when teaching in a special needs school. To finalise, the activities shown and their application either successful or unsuccessful will be evaluated to devise a conclusion and propose any necessary changes which may need to be made. 
The school which is being examined within this portfolio is a special needs school for 3-19-year olds. There are over 150 students enrolled with various learning difficulties and specific learning difficulties ranging from Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties (PMLD), Autism and Asperger’s. Throughout the portfolio the school will be referred to as School A.
As analysed previously, if Welsh Government have already drawn up their plans then the question posed is why is there any worry about the Welsh language and culture being taught within schools? 



























Teaching or working within a special needs school is no easy task. Teachers and support staff face many great challenges daily that you would never see within mainstream education provisions. One of the biggest challenges that is faced is the need for Speech and Language Therapy (SaLT) daily. Research has shown (Thomas-Stonell et al. 2009) that children who take part in SaLT present positive changes and improvements to their communication, attention, play, socialization, confidence, and behaviour. These specific characteristics also play a pivotal role to reach self-actualization in accordance with Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (Kunc 1992). With children and young people within special education settings taking part in SaLT to further their learning of the English language, would it be unfair to place a high demand on them to begin learning the language of Welsh alongside this? Cummins Iceberg Theory (2000) originates around the thesis that children need to be able to understand language to be able to discuss content within the classroom, before acquiring language necessary for day to day living. If within schools with pupils who do not poses an adequate or competent level of speech and language are being taught and instructed within Welsh which is above their level of understanding, according to Cummins theory they would not be in a stable position in order to learn language necessary for day to day living. 
According to School A (2018), although many pupils come from English speaking backgrounds, every single pupil also shares the same experience of living and learning in Wales. As a result of this they are all entitled to have this reflected in the school curriculum with it being exciting, interesting, and relevant. The responsibility then lies with the school and school staff to think of ideas and opportunities to introduce the welsh language and culture to the children and young people. As shown in Appendix A, posters like this and similar can be used by teachers and staff who may not be confident in using the Welsh language themselves. Various posters are given to staff monthly to continuously develop their Welsh language and confidence. They are also published on the school’s website for parents to use and download at their own expense to continue to develop their children’s Welsh language oracy at home. An example of the use for this is during a typical school day is during a numeracy lesson whilst using Numicon shapes. Incidentally referring to the colours using Welsh and modelling this to the students. The posters are designed to be visual, easy to understand and aesthetically pleasing. It is clear the within any school in Wales, there will be staff who are fluent or competent in speaking Welsh and will not require the use of such posters, however, there will also be a high number of staff who are not confident in using the Welsh language and will need to use visual aids such as these posters to help themselves as well as the students they are teaching. Welsh Government (2017) has set out that between 2020 and 2022 they strive to introduce initial teacher education programmes to provide opportunities to develop proficiency in Welsh. 
Aids to help improve confidence and knowledge in the Welsh language should not be limited to the school staff, however. Regardless of levels and ability, students with additional learning needs have the right to be supported to overcome any barriers to learning and to be able to reach their full potential (Welsh Government, 2018). According to Donaldson (2015), there should be an assurance to nurture both English and Welsh and have confidence and pride in Wales as a bilingual nation. School A has made it a common theme within each class to have a Welsh display board somewhere within the class which should be designed to be interactive and interchangeable daily. Each classroom is provided with a resource pack to help keep consistency around the school with the designs, however it is up to the teacher to decide which resources best suit the individual levels and needs of their pupils. There are examples of 2 display boards in the resource pack to help design them, one for lower ability classes (Appendix B) and one for higher ability classes (Appendix C). Display boards can create a bright and inviting learning environment. By creating a vibrant environment within the classroom, this can improve concentration and are an important part of any classroom (Lennox, 2017). On the contrary, it is important to remember to not make the display boards too informative or distracting as this can affect concentration negatively. 
It is not just oracy and the Welsh language which should be focused on within schools. There is also need and a right to understand the cultural society and geographical history of Wales. Whilst there is guidance on oracy, culture, and geographical features in Wales such as Siarter Iaith (2019) and Curriculum Cymreig (2003), sometimes these may not be applicable to special education. Due to the pupils in attendance at School A being at an inappropriate level to participate in the Siarter Iaith award, they have developed their own 3-year action plan (Appendix D). The main source of evidence throughout the action plan is to create a Welsh ethos across the school. To create a Welsh Ethos amongst the staff, students, and school environment, teaching of the Welsh culture needs to be fun, exciting, and captivating. As stated in target 2 (Appendix D) the Curriculum Cymreig is planned for and delivered via the Welsh Heritage Project in Spring term every year. The Welsh Heritage Schools Initiative (2020) hopes to advance education of young people in Wales and to further their literacy, numeracy, and ICT skills through the study of the history and culture of Wales. The initiative gives students the chance to get creative and explore the culture of Wales through various means. This can include things such as making Welsh cakes, visiting local producers, colouring Welsh themed pictures, and making collages (Appendix E, F & G). The Welsh Heritage project every year gives students the opportunity to take a sense of pride in both their work and the culture surrounding. By completing activities such as those referred to within the appendix, it creates a fun, inclusive and inviting learning environment and does not become monotonous. According to Parker and Lepper (1992), by making learning more fun and giving children free choices within their learning, it has positive impact on their understanding and learning experiences. Within School A, in the weeks building up to and the weeks after the Welsh Heritage projects, the students work, and efforts are celebrated throughout the school. Students have the chance to showcase their work to parents and other external agencies by having their work published on the school’s website or within the school newsletter. Students can also and are encouraged (School A, 2018) to celebrate their success in assemblies or collective worship to share their experiences with other staff and students around the school. By offering and encouraging students to showcase and celebrate their learning experiences, this can have a positive impact on children’s mental health and well-being, by improving their confidence and self-esteem which can also in turn have positive reinforcements on their school work and experiences (Ferkany, 2008). By improving self-esteem, confidence and inviting and encouraging students to take pride in their work, this help children reach the pinnacle of Maslows Hierarchy of Needs with self-actualization (Kunc, 1992). 
Within schools, to further improve children’s learning experiences and education, consistency is an important factor. It would be incompetent of the school and teachers to disregard the need for consistency when teaching any subject. When Welsh language and culture may not be practiced for the full 6 hours of a school day, consistency in the teaching of language and culture will play a pivotal role. In School A, it is the role of the teaching staff and senior leadership teams to devise plans, topics and activities which will promote the Welsh language and culture within the classrooms. As seen in Appendix H, a 2-year cycle is drawn up for all teachers to follow. The idea behind the plan is that the classes work on the same topic each term to provide consistency across the school. When students work their way up through the school years the sentence structure becomes more complex, using a traffic light system to rank complexity of the sentence (Appendix I). 
Alongside consistency, comes continuous development. Within education across the board it is important to keep ideas fresh, change teaching styles and ensure that work and learning experiences are new and different. It has been said that effective planning and preparation provides a structure and context for teaching wishing to implement change within the classroom (Maughan, Teeman & Wilson, 2012). Rather than giving students the exact same phrases and language to learn throughout their school years, it is crucial that planning and preparation takes place to further children’s understanding in accordance with their progress. Appendix J shows School A’s layout and vision for the Welsh words or phrases of the week for the year ahead. Once these words and phrases have been mapped out it is up to the discretion of the class teacher to decide how and when they will implement these as much as possible within the classroom. Staff around the school are encouraged to understand what they word or phrase of the week to model its use in front of students. 
When looking at developing Welsh culture, it can sometimes appear a challenge to achieve this from sitting within a classroom. Studies show (Dillon et al.  2006) that 96% of a group could remember educational visits when asked, although remembering attending does not confirm that it was an effective learning experience. Urdd (2020) offer students the chance to attend residential educational visits in a unique Welsh atmosphere. Students from School A are given the opportunity to visit Llangrannog, an Urdd residential visit which promotes many aspects of Welsh culture. It provides students with a sense of freedom to learn away from the classroom and take part in many team-building activities on site and off site. Staff are encouraged to promote student’s independence when visiting to ensure their learning is taken into their own hands. 



















Throughout the portfolio many activities from School A have been examined and researched. It is clear that through these activities within School A and other schools, the Welsh language, culture and geographical figures are promoted wherever and whenever possible. Throughout this research and other external studies or articles, it has been obvious the importance of supporting the Welsh language and culture. There is a strong benefit to the individual and the wider economy. There is a tremendous cultural benefit and the teaching and learning of the Welsh culture and language bolsters the Welsh identity. It has been said that Wales may have become nothing more than a county within England if it were not for the Welsh language. This shows the importance of the Welsh language and culture in this open inclusive identity (Nation Cymru, 2017). 
There has been a great deal of activities showcased within this portfolio, many of which promote the Welsh language. It has been a common theme that teachers and senior leadership teams work collectively to devise and develop these activities and plans to implement within the classroom. Looking at the bigger picture, although these activities and lessons can be planned it is then up to the class teacher to apply this within their timetables. 
Even though there is an extensive amount of support within schools to develop the Welsh language and culture, and reports or guidance state that learners have the right for this to be applied within the curriculum, reports show that we may be looking at the Welsh language more than the Welsh speakers (National Assembly for Wales, 2019). It was said that there have been many rights given to the Welsh language and it’s use in learning environments and externally, however similar rights may have been overlooked to the Welsh speakers themselves. It has been suggested that a full review of standards is carried out in organisations. 
There is a range of activities which help promote and develop the Welsh language within School A which were easy to find and discuss. It was said that School A aim to create a Welsh ethos around the school. Nevertheless, it was apparent that it became difficult to find much evidence of activities which promote the Welsh geographical features. Being one of very few special needs’ schools within Wales, School A has the opportunity to become partners and work closely with the local community in order to promote Wales’ geographical features. It would be ideal to see School A strive to work closely with local producers and businesses to promote this culture to the students within the school and for the to gather an understanding of the Welsh community in which they live. 
One thing has been apparent through all this research, and that is the urgency within School A and beyond to promote the Welsh language, culture, and geographical figures. Wales and its culture have not been forgotten and will not die out. It was said within the rationale that Welsh Government have set out to make Wales have a sustainable future and has 6 main targets for a Welsh culture they wish to achieve. By laying out an individualised curriculum for Wales (Hwb, 2020), this will contribute to our goals as a nation as set out. 
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Appendix A: An example of how incidental Welsh is promoted around the school for staff and student  use. 














	[image: ]Appendix B – An example of display board template to aid pupil oracy (lower ability). 














[image: ]	Appendix C – An example of display board template to aid pupil oracy (higher ability).












[image: ]Appendix D – An extract from School A’s 3 year action plan, in accordance with the targets from the Siarter Iaith.


[image: No description available.]Appendix E – An example of an activity for Welsh Heritage













	

[image: ]Appendix F– An example of an activity for Welsh Heritage
















[image: No description available.]Appendix G– An example of an activity for Welsh Heritage
















Appendix H – An example of schemes of work which can provide consistency of teaching across schools. 













[image: ]Appendix I – Example of a topic to develop Welsh oracy and the traffic light system to determine sentence complexity. 



[image: ]Appendix J – Example of how schools can implement change and progression within the classroom.
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