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l. Introduction

Learning is extremely important

for everyone.

Confucian said, ‘is it not pleasant to
learn with a constant perseverance
and application?’




Il. Analysis

1. The character xue% is the abbreviated phonetic of
the character xiao%<.

(F 22 %%)

——Shuowen jiezi zhu #.< 3% J_.



2.The two characters are independent but cognate

The character xue& is different from the character
xiao%%c. Some classical literary work false rumour
xiao%7 as xue® . Regarding xue® as xiao%<7 is
wrong.

—— Zhengzitong I+ F il



In the ancient times, the character xue= has both 'teach’
and 'learning' two meanings.(v & -5 R 5 - F)
Later the character xue& and xioa%t are divided into

two characters.

——Hanyu dazidian % 3%+~ % &



The original meaning and extended meanings of xue &

Original meaning: Enlightenment (&)
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lll. Annotations by Scholars in Different Dynasties

1. Enlightenment

= 18 that the character xueZ2 means

It is said in Baihutong

| -

enlightenment (jue®') .To come to know something unknown

is enlightenment.

SALE Y

Lunyu zhushu G an /2R~



2. To model others

The character xue2: means to model those good examples. It is true that
human’s nature are all positive, but the younger generation should have
g00d examples to model. If they can regard those exemplary people as
their role model and then they will be influenced by them and become a

¢00d person finally.

Sishu jizhu QEEF



3. Learning

The character xue& here refers to learning the principles of self-
cultivation and learning the knowledge which will bring benefit to the

world.

Lunyu jinzhujinshi 55555 735 &



IV. Conclusion

* The definition of characters xue% here is to learn a certain subject,

or a certain way to improve self-cultivation.

* Only through constant review and practice of what we have learned
can we understand its essence, then we can use them to help others

and contribute to the world.
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