
A systematic review of 14,000 plus data analytics job advertisement found that employers look for a combination of technical analytics skills and a commitment to continuous professional improvement. The research highlighted that educational programmes need to support student to improve align with job market’s requirements. Employers often demand competencies in programming languages such as Python, R, and Scala, together with analytical skills including optimisation and predictive modelling. These competence support data analysts to solve complex business concerns and support data driven decision making. Additionally, students need to develop practical experiences with analytics tools and software to prepare them for future profession [1]. 
Another research found that big analytics courses significantly enhanced both student's hard skill and soft skills. Hard skills include technical knowledge about data tools, Power B1, Tableau etc. Soft skills include communication, teamwork, problem solving, adaptability and critical thinking. Furthermore, the study found, that a data analysts need a combination of hard and soft skills to meet workplace requirements and enhanced employability [2]. 
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Figure 1:  Illustrates hard and soft skills are essential for a Data Analyst [2]. 
Students must a range of theoretical skills to succeed in higher education. These include research, critical thinking, communication, teamwork and time management. For a data analyst, these skills are fundamental for locating, assessing data sources, analysing information, communicating effectively, collaborating on projects and completing tasks within targets. These requirements confirm the importance of combining theoretical knowledge with practical workplace experience to prepare graduates for successful careers as data analysts [3]. 
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Figure 2. Explains seven essential skills for Data Analyst [4].
A junior data analyst job advertisement demonstrates that employers expect applicants to have a strong analytical competence, interpret data, maintain data quality and accuracy and expert on Microsoft Excel. Moreover, employers also give importance to ability to work with incomplete datasets and communicate effectively to support business. These requirements confirm the importance of combining theoretical knowledge with workplace experiences to prepare to graduate students to be successful as a data analyst [5] , [6]. 
The development of these academic and employability competence will support me in my career as Data Analyst after graduation. Research, critical thinking, and analytics skills will support me to collect, analyse and interpret data correctly. Communication skills will help me to explain data to colleagues/clients who doesn’t have much knowledge in technology. Furthermore, technical skills such as Python and Excel, combined teamwork and adaptability will enable me to analyse data, collaborate with colleagues effectively and succeed in the rapidly changing field of data analytics [1-6]. 
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