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In this assignment community based policing will be examined. This method of policing will be looked at using real world examples and also by revisiting the inception and history of community based policing. Arguments for and against community-based policing will be evaluated and other alternative methods of policing will be used as a comparison in order to thoroughly examine this method of policing, along with other concepts and theories that relate to community based policing. Additionally, further context will be provided by seeing how codes of practice have evolved in the lead up to modern day policing. Finally, concluding the assignment, the future outlook of community based policing will be discussed.

Community based policing can be summarised as an approach to policing that chooses to involve communities in combatting crime by cooperating with police and working together. Community-based policing has a set of principles that go along with it and can be defined by deriving from these principles. Trojanowicz et al. (1990) notes that community-based policing is a philosophy and an organisational strategy, with the philosophy part being the belief that members of the public should be able to give their input to police and work with police in order to tackle crime that affects the community. In the UK, community based policing began off of the previous policing attitudes which were displayed in events such as the Brixton riots that occurred in 1981. Riots such as the riot that occurred in 1980 in Bristol led up to the Brixton riots, police forces put a strategy in place known as ‘Operation Swamp’. Operation Swamp entailed plainclothes officers monitoring the streets by being amongst the public, Bishop (2011) outlines that it was launched by the Metropolitan Police and the night before the riot initiated the operation where officers moved into the area with the aim being “to show who was boss of the shabby streets”. 
It could be argued that after the riots occurred there was unrest within the community and negative attitudes towards police practices. In regards to the issues raised with Operation Swamp, to cite Gilroy (1981), the black community in the Brixton area had experienced ‘heavy handed’ policing for many years. Assessing the severity of the riots, Bishop also notes that it was a prelude to the miners’ strike that happened three years later. Many of these controversial incidents that impacted that attitudes on policing in the UK happened under Thatcher being the prime minister, incidents such as the ones previously mentioned and others like the Hillsborough disaster sparked major dialogue in the country about the issues with policing. To cite Chesshyre (2012), “Labour former home secretary Jack Straw asserted that Thatcher’s support for the police (almost her first action on coming into office in 1979 had been to approve a 45 per cent pay rise) had made the police “partisan” and given them a sense of “impunity”.

The support for community based policing can be seen by people working in the field, Cunningham (1994) points this out in an article on the topic, referencing Ericson et al. (1993) who highlights the importance of the word ‘community’ and it’s galvanising effect to promote unity. Cunningham also points to the White Paper Police Reform created in 1993 by the government as a major factor in supporting community based policing. Arguments against this method of policing can be seen when looking at examples where the implementation of community based policing failed. The Metropolitan police have previously indicated that in the past there has been a failure to implement community based policing due to officers having to frequently move sectors, therefore not being able to build rapport and trust with the community of the areas that they were in. 

Arguments for community based policing present cases where the method has seen results where it’s been implemented, for example, Kessler (1999) pointed out that areas where community based policing had been implemented showed significantly less complaints against police officers in comparison to where it hadn’t been implemented. Drawing from this research indicating a reduction in police officer complaints, it is argued that community based policing also reduced tensions between the community and the police in these areas. Now, with community-based policing being analysed, it is important to look at other methods of policing so there is an opportunity to compare and contrast. An alternative method of policing that is significantly different than community-based policing is evidence based policing. Evidence based policing is limited in regards to the overall scope of policing, meaning that there is a heavy focus on advancing policing based on methods of collecting the best evidence. Brown et al. (2018) outlines “Widening the scope of EBP would provide a broader foundational framework for inclusion in the PEQF and offers the potential for identifying gaps in the research, constructing blocks for knowledge building, and syllabus development in higher level police education”. 

Another method of policing that can be compared is intelligence led policing. Murray et al. (2015) dissects this method of policing by linking Muslim communities that have low levels of confidence in the police with being vulnerable to extremism, therefore these areas should be approached using this method of policing as there is a lack of trust between those communities and the Metropolitan police. Senior terrorism officer Neil Basu has spoken on the risk of terrorism and extremism when discussing the UK’s counterterrorism strategies, also pointing out how to prevent terror attacks coming from communities vulnerable to violent extremism, saying “Evidence indicates people with extremist views are more likely to be moved to violence when they feel excluded. We need to help people who see their position in society as hopeless to find hope – help them find a ‘family’ that believes in society, not a gang that wants to tear it apart.”

As far as how community based policing has been developed and can continue to be developed in regards to police practices, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) has made an impact on this by attempting to have legislation in place that protects the general public by the preservation of rights being the focus. PACE also provides police with guidelines to follow when operating to ensure ethics and a fair process, the alterations made to the act since it first being introduced build on these concepts. A section of PACE that would be extremely relevant to community-based policing is the police powers to stop and search a person or vehicle without making an arrest, Code A of PACE requires there to be a record of this made by an officer.

Looking ahead, with there being arguments for and against community based policing, it is important to assess what the future of community based policing looks like. A concern that has been raised is the frequent cuts in police over the past few years and the issue of a lack of police support and presence, Higgins (2018) explains “Practitioners feel that neighbourhood policing has been particularly neglected in recent years and fear that its future is bleak.” In fact, the number of police in England and Wales has dropped by 20,600 from March 2010 to March 2019 due to government cuts. 

To conclude, the aims set out of examining community based policing were achieved by using credible and reliable sources to explain the method itself and the history of how it was introduced. The relevant factors in the push for community based policing such as Operation Swamp and other events that occurred in the 1980s that influenced negative attitudes towards the police have been presented objectively. Arguments for and against community based policing have been discussed along with other methods of policing being analysed such intelligence led policing and evidence based policing. The relevant legislation such as PACE and the White Paper Police Reform have been mentioned, with PACE protecting the rights of the general public and the White Paper Police Reform acting as an anchor of support for community based policing. Finally, the issue has been raised with cuts being made to police and how it would hinder community based policing because there would be less of a presence of police officers on the streets, therefore making it harder to have dialogues with communities. 
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