Llyanllyr journal
Llanllyr is a relatively small livestock farm that mostly holds cows and sheep. But for about three weeks this area held an archaeological dig site into the Mesolithic era. This dig, at the site which I will be referring to as just “Llanllyr”, was an extremely exciting time for me as this was my first archaeological dig, which made for an extremely exciting time. I remember not being able to sleep the night before from the excitement as well as having to chug down large amounts of caffeine to compensate for my lack of sleep. During the dig there were certainly challenges that I myself and the whole team had to face but in general the dig went relatively smoothly and was one of the best learning experiences I have ever had and that it has only enforced my love for archaeology.
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Figure 1/Llanllyr trench 14/kayleigh iacov/2024

The first day of the dig was certainly eventful and had the most unique complications but it was the start of the dig and  as a result was mostly  about set up. Most of the dig site team was transporting the tools that we would be using for the entirety of the dig. The items that were brought are trowels, mattocks, spades, and shovels. After taking these tools in wheelbarrows and buckets there was some additional tools there like buckets, sponges and brushes but generally, they were not used as much as the other tools listed. For the first day there actually was not any tent or cover on site as there was a complication with finding some of the parts to set up the tent. But after taking everything to the tent, Martin, our site director, took us on a tour of the area and took us to see some of the other trenches from previous digs held in Llanllyr and it was very interesting seeing how the trenches end up looking after they are filled. The remnants of the trenches certainly were interesting as you could make out the outline of the anti-weed tarp, which lead to a really interesting lesson about seeing the past in the present. Martin explained  how there used to be a lake as where the reeds show is evidence of a large body of water.
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Figure 2/6456664/driver/2007/coflein.co.uk
The first task was to identify the site of two new trenches that were to be excavated. To my surprise out of the three groups our choice was selected for one of the trenches. So, while the rest worked on the trenches 10a, 10b and 13 my group consisting of me, Kayleigh Iacov, David Hinsel, Caradoc Ewing, and Evan Davies then began marking out the area. This trench would be the trench that I personally would solely work on for the next 3 weeks. The problems with this trench started when we were mapping out the exact size of the trench as there were about five young adults who were all trying to figure out how to use Pythagoras’ theorem as none of us knew exactly how to use it. Eventually we were able to figure out that after finding the line A and line B on the triangle we were able to work out the exact dimensions of the trench. After much debate about even having to use it, the group eventually ended up actually learning how to properly use Pythagoras’ theorem and making a trench that was exact to the dimensions that the site director Martin, wanted. This was the first of many team building exercises that was needed in order to properly function.
After we finished working on mapping out the trench there was really only on ething that the trench team had to do next, dig. This digging starts by de turfing which is an important step because de turfing properly makes it significantly easier to re-turf later on at the end of the digging when the group is refilling the trench to as close as we can physically can to how the ground was undisturbed. When doing archaeology, it is important to remember that “archaeology is both costly and destructive. And therefore, never to be taken lightly”(Renfrew and Bahn, 2020) The digging was relatively simple in its processes, as the process really just consists of trowelling a centimetre away at a time which allows for people to take their time and ensure that none of the  potential artefacts in the ground are missed due to carelessness. Although it is important to note that sometimes in order to speed things up, sometimes there is a need to mattock the ground away from the earth, this is done in order to get to a new context and to an area that we believe we will find artefacts or ecological features. Despite the fact that this was the most physically intensive part of the dig it was enjoyable as it gave time for the site group to just talk to each other allowing for some lovely moments and plans for the future.
When excavating there are two main goals which an archaeologist will have when coming into this particular type of research. The first is attempting to learn what happened in the time period the archaeologist is studying and the second is finding out what happened in the intervening centuries or even millennia (Renfrew and Bahn, 2020 p.180). This leads into what we found in the excavation and what it could potentially mean for the area of Llanllyr. During this excavation there was a significant focus on finding stone tools in order to prove that there was a community that at least visited Llanllyr during the Mesolithic period, although there were no tools found in trench 14 there was a plethora of stone tools found in trench 10a and 10b. These flint nodules are actually bladelets which are just smaller fragments of other larger nodules that became blades in themselves, a sort of making the best use of a resource that was in small supply. The resources on Wales actually point further towards the idea that a lot of the flint found in Wales was relatively small so it stands to reason that finding a larger stone tool would be rare, since there have been large flint tools that have been found in Wales but has been theorized to have travelled from the eastern areas of what is now modern day England.(Bradley and Edmonds, 2005)

On day 3 a flint nodule was found in trench 10a. Kimberly noticed the colour of this rock was different, so she then took advice from Martin on how to proceed. The area around the flint was cleared carefully with a trowel and brush so that it could be photographed clearly. Photographs were taken in situ. The position was carefully recorded giving depth and position in the trench. The nodule was carefully lifted and brushed clean in the trench before being placed in the finds tray. Each trench has its own carefully marked finds tray to avoid confusion. Then the find was logged in the tent and given a number, this number was dependant on how many artifacts had been found all together as a whole, and at the end of the day the finds tray was taken to the tent and stored there. Eventually at the end of the dig the finds are bagged up and stored in the bone lab. Although the paperwork was an admittedly less interesting part of archaeology, I remember being fascinated. I understand that for archaeology to be valuable there must be those moments where you slowdown from the digging and discovery and carefully record the data you have before you. This does make me think of the archaeologists that were much more like treasure hunters who were more interested to collect the artefacts that had more material value and selling the artefacts to museums. Stevenson uses the term “artefaction” to describe the process that privileged museum objects over the historical value that artefacts hold(Stevenson, 2014, p. 89).  
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Figure 3/trench 13/Caleb Rees/2024
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Figure 4/wood found inside trench 14/Caradoc Ewing/2024
The most significant finds in our trench were three unusual pieces of wood. Dendrochronology is referring to the dating of a tree or a piece of wood by looking at the rings of the inside the wood(Dean, 1997 p.32). This is an interesting dating tool and is apparently going to be used in Llanllyr.  There was a large chunk of wood found in trench 14. The date of the wood is interesting because it could be anywhere from Mesolithic to modern in terms of age or even further back in the area’s timeline. There is also a relationship between ecological dating of an area and dendrochronology, whereby dendrochronology can actually help determine the length of dry seasons and wet seasons which actually can tell an archaeologist if there has been a significant dry period or the ecological circumstances that the trees in an area have experienced(Dean, 1997 p.32).
[image: A field with dirt and shovels

Description automatically generated]
Figure 5/refilling trench 14/Caleb rees/2024
Llanllyr, as an experience was a new challenge and a start of something that I want to do to do what I want to do for the rest of my life.  The dig that took out three weeks of my life was an incredible adventure, and it has turned what I viewed as a dream even after coming to university I now see as my future and this is something I will continue to pursue for as long as I am physically able to, all starting with a small, but quite successful digging of a trench. This leads into actually filling a trench as apart of archaeology is restoring the trench that had been originally emptied out. It starts with filling putting back all the soil that had been excavated, then the turf that was previously taken out and put to the side it is then put back filling as much of the trench as possible, and like that the trench had been filled and the Llanllyr archaeological excavation comes to an end.
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