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Provide an overview of significant medical ethical issues associated with Muslims in the United Kingdom.
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The part that Islam plays in the lack of human organ donation among the United Kingdom Muslim community was examined by Razaq and Sajad. Their study showed results from contact with Muslims in Birmingham, England and enquired whether their respondents’ religious beliefs were an inhibitory factor in organ donation[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Razaq, S. and Sajad, M., ‘A Cross Sectional Study To Investigate Reasons For Low Organ Donor Rates Amongst Muslims In Birmingham’, The Internet Journal of Law, Healthcare and Ethics, 2006, Volume 4 Number 2, p.1] 

In 1995 the United Kingdom Muslim Law Council, comprising of representatives from the major Muslim schools of law of both Sunni and Shia Islam, together with three legal experts, issued a fatwa[footnoteRef:2] approving organ transplants when certain criteria had been met. These conditions included the council accepting that a diagnosis of brain stem death was sufficient in the organ donation process, and also supported organ transplants to save life or alleviate suffering[footnoteRef:3].  The council applied the Islamic principle of al-darurat tubih almahzurat (necessities overrule prohibition)[footnoteRef:4], however Razaq and Sajad asserted that nine years after the ruling, the fatwa had failed to encourage Muslim’s to become organ donors[footnoteRef:5]. Their findings showed that sixty percent of their sample assumed that Islam deemed organ donation impermissible, seventy-two percent had not heard of the fatwa, but three-quarters of Muslims would accept a transplant[footnoteRef:6]. [2:  Esposito, J.L. (ed), "Fatwa", The Oxford Dictionary of Islam. Oxford Islamic Studies Online, date unknown [Online].]  [3:  James, C.R., UK's Muslim Law Council approves organ transplants, J Med Ethics, 1996, [Online]., p.99]  [4:  Razaq, S. and Sajad, M. p.2]  [5:  ibid, p.2]  [6:  ibid, p.4] 

In 1998, small-scale fieldwork conducted in Luton, England, by Randhawa showed that of the thirty-two Muslims interviewed about influences of religion on organ donation, only two were aware of the fatwa issued previously. A small minority of Muslims believed that Islam was both in favour and against organ donation with the overwhelming majority of participants unclear of their religious position, even though for most of them their religious leaders’ decisions were very important. Randhawa asserted that the way in which fatwas are disseminated to Muslims was of importance, noting that in the case of the organ donation fatwa there had been very limited media publication through appropriate means[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  Randhawa, G., ‘An exploratory study examining the influence of religion on attitudes towards organ donation among the Asian population in Luton, UK’. Nephrology Dialysis Transplantation, Volume 13, Issue 8, 1998, Pages 1949–1954, [Online]. pp. 1951-3] 

Rady and Verheijde asserted that organ donation within Islam continues to be a controversial subject even for Quranic scholars in their understanding and interpretation of the Sharia. Concepts held within the Quran refer to dying and death as distinguishable and independent processes. Within the context of proving death from a Western medical perspective, itself a construct that separates a loss of personhood over a loss of biological life, scientific ambiguity of an evolving definition of death often results in further confusion[footnoteRef:8]. Within such a controversial scientific debate there are similarities between Islamic belief and the Western definition of death.  [8:  Rady, M.Y. and Verheijde, J.L., ‘The moral code in Islam and organ donation in Western countries: reinterpreting religious scriptures to meet utilitarian medical objectives’. Philosophy, Ethics and Humanities in Medicine : PEHM, 9, 2014, pp. 11. [Online]. pp.3-4] 

The Islamic legal process of ijtihad is relevant in the application of fatwas that relate to organ donation, although it is noteworthy that fatwas as opinions, can be reversed. The Quran identifies death as yaqin[footnoteRef:9] (absolute certainty) and therefore under circumstances where a medical event lacks certitude, organ donation would violate Quranic moral code. The application of maslaha (public interest)[footnoteRef:10] is of societal importance to Muslims in saving lives of people suffering with advanced organ disease but cannot justify prematurely ending life for organ donation. Applying istihsan (juristic preference)[footnoteRef:11] is also problematic due to other potential methods of treating a person in need of a transplant. Additionally, organ donation may be seen as counterintuitive to Islam because Muslims believe that a person’s body is entrusted to them by Allah. In circumstances where there is disagreement that the donor is dead, then istishab[footnoteRef:12] may apply, allowing for a presumption in continuity of life[footnoteRef:13]. [9:  Esposito, J.L. (ed), "Yaqin, al-." The Oxford Dictionary of Islam. Oxford Islamic Studies Online, date unknown [Online].]  [10:  Esposito, J.L. (ed), "Maslahah", The Oxford Dictionary of Islam. Oxford Islamic Studies Online, date unknown [Online].]  [11:  Esposito, J.L. (ed), "Istihsan", The Oxford Dictionary of Islam. Oxford Islamic Studies Online, date unknown [Online].]  [12:  Esposito, J.L. (ed), "Istishab", The Oxford Dictionary of Islam. Oxford Islamic Studies Online, date unknown [Online].]  [13:  Rady, M.Y. and Verheijde, J.L.,, p.4] 

The United Kingdom National Health Service (NHS) organ donation internet site published information about Islamic organ donation and cites the general rule promoting al-darurat tubih almahzurat. While acknowledging the inviolability of the human body accorded through Islamic belief, the Quran was cited in support of organ donation;
“Whosoever saves a life, it would be as if he saved the life of all mankind.” Holy Qur’an, chapter 5, vs. 32[footnoteRef:14]. [14:  NHS, ‘Organ donation and religious beliefs A guide to organ donation and Muslim beliefs’ unknown author, unknown date, [Online].] 

The NHS site included comments from Mufti Mohammed Zubair Butt, Muslim Council of Britain (MCB), informing their readership that organ donation is a personal choice and advised Muslims to seek the opinion of a scholar. Bullet points of the 1995 fatwa permitting organ donation in certain conditions for Muslims were also included. 
Dr Musharraf Hussain, a proponent for Muslim organ donation, published an article online to demonstrate that its compatibility with the teaching of Islam. One of Hussain’s objectives was to allay the concerns and fears of the Muslim community on this topic. Hussain views the Sharia as a flexible system of law that expounds the protection of life through the reduction of hardship and promotion of human interest (maslaha). Acknowledging that opponents of organ donation often invoke a hadith passage that provides for the sanctity of the human corpse, he opined that such teachings relate to dignity, whereas permitting the donation of an organ after death follows the Islamic teaching of doing good deeds and saving life. Hussain informed his readership that there is much agreement throughout the Islamic world that the case for organ donation is stronger than that against[footnoteRef:15]. [15: Hussain, M. ‘Organ donation is a gesture of generosity. Why Muslims should be donors’. 2016. [Online].] 

A lack of Muslim organ donation in the United Kingdom is nuanced. Rasheed and Padela argued that a negative Muslim attitude towards donations may be attributable to non-religious factors such as health-literacy, a lack in education and socio-demographic reasons. Other factors may include inaccessibility to information in the language that they understand[footnoteRef:16]. Facets of Islamic law can support the legitimacy of donation supported by fatwas. However, there is evidence that demonstrated an incorrect assumption in Islamic guidance around this subject. A poor Muslim response to becoming organ donors may be a deficit in personal knowledge or a lack of conversation between communities and their imams[footnoteRef:17]. [16:  Rasheed, S. A. and Padela, A. I., ‘The interplay between religious leaders and organ donation among Muslims’, Zygon, 48(3), 2013, pp. 635–654. [Online]. p.636]  [17:  Razaq, S. and Sajad, M. p.3] 
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