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Abstract

Tiree’s experience of the Clearances and Crofters’ War during the mid and late nineteenth century is conflicting with, yet illuminating to, the Scottish historical narrative. This tumultuous century saw the emigration of over twenty per cent of the island’s population under the direction of the 8th Duke of Argyll and his factor John Campbell, along with violent clashes with police and marines during the Crofters’ War. The key strands of the legacy of the removals, the relative roles of landowners and factors, along with the degree of conclusion brought to the land struggle by the violent episodes of the Crofters’ War, will be evaluated locally and nationally. The use of Tiree as a case study and the extensive engagement of primary materials from Inveraray Castle Archives, An Iodhlann and the National Archives of Scotland has enabled an in depth analysis of the island’s experience of this troubled era of Scottish History. The analysis and conclusions of such a specific study are reflective, and enable a broader analysis of both the accuracy and evolution and national legacy. 
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Introduction and Methodology
The focus of this dissertation is the examination of the legacy of the Clearances and Crofters’ War using the case study of the island of Tiree. Through exploration of the lives of individuals and the experiences of the island community, I hope to gain a thorough understanding of the interplay between the broader social and economic transformations occurring in Scotland, and the distinct characteristics of the island, to enable a re-evaluation of the national narrative. 
The Highland Clearances, which remain controversial in Scottish History, refer to the removal of individuals and in some cases, whole communities from their native land, at the instigation of landowners. The Crofters’ War, which saw violent clashes between island crofting communities and the authorities, is less popular in discussion of this era, but marks a crucial concluding phase of this tumultuous century. In order to create a thorough analysis, this dissertation begins in 1846, with the start of the famine and appointment of John Campbell and the 8th Duke of Argyll, to their respective roles of Tiree’s factor and landowner, and ends in 1888 with the conclusion of the Crofters’ War.
  

I decided to study this topic because I was fascinated by the continued prominence of the Clearances within a national grief, along with the tangled the strands of personal trauma and national narrative that define this era. My specific focus on the island of Tiree developed through my initial research where the island’s unusual pathway through this troubled century attracted my attention. As a result, the key research questions I will address are: is the legacy of the Highland Clearances accurate?; Does Tiree represent an typical example or anomaly of this legacy?; How does the study of Tiree influence our understanding of the Clearances nationally?

By using Tiree as a case study, I hope the analysis of specific data, individuals and events, will help to unravel the Clearance narrative. This dissertation therefore seeks to combine the resources of local history with broader scholarship to both widen analysis of the island through evaluation of its relative significance and distinctiveness, and equally to confront the Clearance narrative with specific examples and stories of an individual community. Although evidently the island will not be indicative of the progression of the Clearances and Crofters’ War across Scotland as a whole, I hope to assess the divergence from the standard legacy and discuss the impact this has upon our understanding of this century. 

Existing scholarship on the topic as a whole is extensive, with key texts by Richards, Devine and Hunter particularly useful in providing an analytical approach to the legacy of the Clearances.
 Discussion specifically regarding the island is limited, an aspect which further encouraged me to study Tiree as an original avenue of research. The island’s distinctive history has however prompted mention in works such as Devine’s The Great Famine and Macphaill’s The Crofters’ War.
 Furthermore, in 2014 in an attempt to redress the lack of existing material, a three day conference was held on Tiree, drawing knowledge from historians and the local community. The result was The Secret Island: Towards a History of Tiree, which discusses many aspects from religion to wildlife, and includes chapters on both emigration and the Crofters’ War.
 These provide valuable contributions to an assessment of the island’s history, but remain within a local history focus and do little to set events within the broader context of developments across Scotland. It is this this analysis of national issues through a local perspective which I hope to achieve through this dissertation. 

My research into the island necessitated access to a wealth of primary materials, which I gained by visiting both the National Records of Scotland and Inveraray Castle Archives, in addition to accessing materials from An Iodhlann and Tuath an Dualchais. Ranging from judicial documents and emigration records, to personal correspondence and oral testimonies, these materials have enabled me to delve into the life of the community. 
For the purposes of clarity, the ‘Tiree’ spelling will be used consistently throughout this dissertation as opposed to the alternative ‘Tyree’, ‘Tyri’ and ‘Tyr-ri’ found in a variety of sources, as it is the most popular name and used both today and throughout the period of study.  Furthermore, given their shared surname, ‘Campbell’ will refer to John Campbell the factor on Tiree (also known as the Bàillidh Mòr or Big Factor), whereas ‘the Duke’ will refer to the 8th Duke of Argyll, George Douglas Campbell, and the owner of Tiree at this time. Other Dukes of Argyll will be discussed instead using their full name or numbered title. 

My initial beliefs about cruel landlords, the destruction of Gaelic culture and relative insignificance of the Crofters’ War, have largely been overturned, as I uncovered numerous inconsistencies with the existing legacy. These surprising developments prompted my decision to base each chapter upon the re-evaluation of different legacy assumptions. The first chapter analyses key features of the Clearance legacy and their accuracy for Tiree, since I felt it was important to provide the reader with a more flexible approach to the period and highlight the singular situation and experiences of the island. The second chapter offers a comprehensive evaluation of the roles and representations of the Duke and his factor, John Campbell, in the process of removals. The extent to which the two individuals are to blame is something I have grappled with over the course of my dissertation research, stemming from primary materials at Inveraray Castle not meeting my expectations. My final chapter examines the events on Tiree during the Crofters’ War, its causes, escalation and local and national consequences. Although focusing on slightly later events, I felt analysis of the Crofters’ War, which is often absent from Clearance texts was crucial to this dissertation, since its roots lie firmly in the policies and transformations of the Clearance era, and brought conclusion to underlying land tenancy issues that underpin this century of Highland history. Through this approach I hope to provide a supple and thought provoking analysis of the legacy of the Clearances and Crofters’ War to form a fresh and illuminating study of this era. 
Chapter 1: Deconstruction of Clearance Legacy

The Clearances hold centre stage in Scottish History due to their ‘hefty emotional and cultural baggage’, along with the belief that ‘it is not right that the Clearances should ever be forgotten’.
 Controversial debate revolving around the desire to comprehend the events, and a national grief, has created a complex and evolving legacy of national significance. This chapter will attempt to dissect and evaluate the accuracy of the following three key elements of this legacy: the central role of sheep farming in Clearance causation, the brutality of eviction and emigration, and finally the loss of Highland society and culture.  

Causes – Development of sheep farming?

The impact of expanding sheep farms is a frequently cited cause of the Clearances, in both historical and popular discussion. Although heralding a significant change in the Highlands, on Tiree specifically, the significance of other factors such as famine and the economic and social transitions of the Highlands, challenges this oversimplification. 
With the dramatic rise in wool prices and the introduction of the new Blackface and Cheviot breeds, many were entranced by the ‘prospect of high profits from cheap land’ offered by the Highlands and Islands.
 The resultant rate and extent of the sheep’s capitalisation of the region was as follows, ‘by 1840… large-scale sheep farms had captured 85 per cent of Sutherland, 61 per cent of Ross and Cromarty, 60 per cent of Inverness and 35 per cent of Argyll’.
 The necessity of sheep farming being conducted on a ‘large scale’ meant the significant financial benefits to be gained from the booming wool trade were not available to smaller tenants. Within the Napier Commission, multiple individuals on Tiree testified that they or family members were evicted in order to create and expand sheep farms, with one islander John M’Fadyen, claiming that ‘half the island is under large sheep tacks held by strangers’.
 The Duke directly refutes this, claiming ‘“sheep farms” are the current bugbear of the agitating agents, and the poor tenants have simply repeated the stock phrases without the smallest reference to the local facts’, claiming this mistake is due to ‘the phenomena of suggestion’.
 Discussion of the Clearances was already popular at this time due to the infamous removals on the Sutherland Estate where ‘the number of sheep rose from 168,000 in 1853 to 240,000 in 1875, an increase of more than 40 per cent’.
 This growing legacy would have popularised certain terminology making an erroneous overemphasis upon the role of sheep, only a few decades later, entirely possible. The lack of sheep farming on Tiree is supported the New Statistical Account of Scotland in 1845 which report, ‘some sheep stocks have lately been introduced’, but the annual export of 200 sheep from the island compared to 465 cattle, demonstrates that by the Clearance era sheep farming was present but not substantial.
 The progression of the Clearances on Tiree therefore represents a digression from the typical narrative since the expansion of sheep farming was less significant than other regions, and instead alternative factors were to blame. 
Widespread over-population in the Highlands and Islands was a major cause of the subsequent need for population reduction through the Clearances. Between 1801 and 1841 the population in western Argyll and the Hebrides rose by 53 percent.
 In 1841 a committee appointed to examine emigration ‘came to the verdict that the Highlands had 44,600 people who were surplus to the capacity of the region to maintain them, and this accounted for 38 per cent of the entire population of the Highlands’.
Tiree is an extreme example of this, with its population, depicted in the table below, rising rapidly during the early nineteenth century, peaking in 1841 at 4961, placing communities under strain for land and resources.
 The island’s expansion was supported through a number of methods including the subdivision of land, with the average township population increasing from 56 in 1786 to 90 by 1800; lowland employment shown by one inhabitant’s claim that ‘I would be utterly unable to fight against poverty, were it not for the support I get from my children in the Lowlands’; and alternative income sources, most notably the lucrative kelp industry which allowed a population increase of 139 per cent compared to only 48 per cent in similar but non-kelp processing regions.
 These factors removed checks upon the population size and their failure, such as the decreased profitability of kelp, plunged communities into crisis. The Duke realised there was ‘a constant tendency to multiplication beyond those limits’, and as a keen supporter of Malthus’ ‘Great Law’, which suggests that unchecked population expansion results in a population crash, the Duke was aware of the risky situation of Tiree’s population.
 This fear was fundamental to his decision to embark upon a system of organised population reduction on the island. 
Tiree population, c. 1750-1841
	Year
	Population

	c. 1750
	1509

	c. 1765
	1793

	1768
	1676

	1776
	1997

	1779
	1881

	1787
	2306

	1792
	2416

	1802
	2776

	1808
	3200

	1831
	4453

	1841
	4961


Source: T. M. Devine, The Great Highland Famine, p. 228. The source of this data is estimated by Devine using population records within estate papers held at Inveraray Castle Archives.  

The event that destabilised communities and spurred the Duke, and many landowners into active population management, was the famine years of 1846 to 1851. Early phases of Clearance in some regions evidently occurred prior to this, but for Tiree and many areas, the famine acted as an accelerator, highlighting to landowners the escalating precariousness of their estates. As in Ireland, the famine was caused by potato blight, a ‘fungal infestation Phytophthora infestans’, which decimated the majority of potato crops.
The potato’s prior popularity was symptomatic and symbiotic with population expansion, since available labour and resultant yields were closely correlated. The Statistical Account records that potatoes constituted a large proportion of the Highland diet, and ‘almost every family raises them for its own use’
 Due to this level of dependence, its failure was catastrophic and Devine describes Tiree as ‘one of the islands which suffered the most extreme levels of destitution’.
 This is supported by a letter to the Duke in 1846 from his factor on the island John Campbell, which reports ‘the poor people who to tell you the truth have not strength to work’ along with the Duke’s subsequent assertion that ‘not only was there great distress, but there was danger of actual starvation’. 
 Although famine was not unknown on Tiree, the severity of the years 1846 to 1851 showed how the fragile balance of productivity and expansion could be tipped into destitution and poverty, and spurred the Duke into applying his developing beliefs on agricultural improvement. Whether this was borne of the Duke’s compassionate attitude to his people, or simply an eagerness to explore his theories on agricultural practise, is an issue that will be analysed in the next chapter. 

Emigration and Eviction – Voluntary or Coerced?

The process of individuals leaving their homeland and the erosion of communities lies at the heart of the Clearances. Despite a precedent for emigration from the Highlands caused by an increasing struggle for land and resources, evictions ‘reached unprecedented levels’, through systematic eviction and emigration.
 Whether voluntary or coerced, the motivating force now became that of the factor and landowner, not the tenant. The specific circumstances of population relocation will be evaluated for Tiree, and the imprint this has left on cultural memory. 

From 1847 to 1853, 1354 people were assisted to emigrate from Tiree to Canada alone, representing a loss of around 20 per cent of the island’s population.
 The policy of planned emigration was strong under the Duke, although the degree to which this was forced upon the people is less clear. The Duke is described as ‘one of the few early advocates of a comprehensive scheme of emigration to relieve destitution’, and his statement, ‘I wish to send out those whom we would be obliged to feed if they stayed at home; to get rid of that class is the object’, supports this stance.
 Despite this policy, in Crofts and Farms, the Duke claims ‘I determined not only to avoid any-thing like what has been called a "clearance," but, as a rule, not even to allow any individual evictions or dispossession of the existing crofters, except for one cause of insolvency or non-payment of rent’.
Since records show the majority of tenants were in arrears, his claim is not as generous as it appears, and a contemporary list of tenants to be issued with summons of removal, includes the justifications of ‘arrears’, but also ‘neglecting to build fences’ and ‘whiskey selling’.
 Summonses however were often issued as a method of encouraging the payment of rent, and are not evidence of actual eviction. The crucial element in the process of removal and emigration is whether those of this lower class selected by John Campbell under the Duke’s orders were forced, or merely offered the option of emigration. There was undoubtedly an inclination to emigrate, since ‘over 1000 people from Tiree indicated their willingness to take advantage’ of the Duke’s scheme to fund emigration, and the factor also informed the Duke ‘there are many applicants…who are ready to go in hundreds to Canada if provided with the means’.
 Evidence of stronger coercion does exist however, with a number of brutal evictions reported in the Napier Commission of 1883, which will be discussed more in the following chapter relating to the character of John Campbell. The strategy of the Duke therefore indicates he hoped tenants would relocate willingly, but in some cases a degree of coercion may have been used. 
The actual process of relocation suggests the Duke did do his utmost to ensure the welfare and prosperity of his people in these circumstances. A number of documents are held in Inveraray Castle Archives relating to the emigration of 167 passengers on board the Conrad in 1851, including receipts ordering bread and mattresses to be sent with the people on their journey to Montreal.
 A letter exists from the same month to the Duke, saying ‘he will pay every attention to your Grace’s people and see them attended to and forwarded on their arrival to Canada on west where all of them will get employment’, which from its tone and content, suggests prior correspondence from the Duke concerned with the wellbeing of Tiree’s emigrants.
 Furthermore, through a letter from Sir John McNeill, it can be surmised that the Duke was exploring further methods to assist his people. McNeill strongly advices against the theoretical situation, ‘if he were settled on a croft at once and assured of his maintenance until he could maintain himself – it would be difficult to I think devise a scheme better calculated to make him idle, useless and a dependent for life’.
 This suggests that the Duke was indeed considering this scheme of considerable long term cost, indicating both an urgency to resolve the population crisis, but also a deep compassion for the people of the island. The journey was not always as easy as the Duke had hoped and one descendent of Tiree emigrants from this era describes how ‘Ann (my great-great-grandmother) took sick on the voyage and she and her youngest child died on board ship just before reaching Canada’. To ensure their burial on land Ann’s husband hid their deaths and ‘held her and the child in his arms, and the family pretended that the two were just sick and sleeping’.
 These haunting experiences will have contributed to memories of the pain and suffering of this era, an idealisation of the land they had left behind, and in some cases, the development of a deep hatred towards those who had precipitated their departure. The preconditions of limited land and resources, which necessitated such journeys are often absent from our modern narrative however, including Clearance exhibitions at Strathnaver and Timespan museums in Sutherland which ‘both feature evocations of brutal eviction scenes’, and emphasise people’s plight and declining circumstances as ‘sharply contrasting with their poor but contented life before improvements’. The failure to discuss the extremes of poverty prior to emigration is a deficiency of representation and one explanation of the confinement of modern memory. The island was nevertheless unable to support the increasing number of people who had a great reluctance to leave their homeland, and the impossibility of this situation is why the clearances, regardless of the process or motivation, were so traumatic. 
Impacts - Destruction of Highland Culture and Society?

The Highland Clearances are often blamed for the loss of Highland culture, language and society. This section will argue that many changes were already in motion and merely accelerated by the Clearances, and that this period of decline prompted the formation of a diasporic and recreated Highland culture.

Gaelic or Highland culture is difficult to define, but the key aspects of language and clan systems are indicative and provide a useful tool for analysis. Having reached its peak between 1820 and 1840 in most districts, the number of Gaelic speakers decreased dramatically from approximately 300,000 at the start of the nineteenth century to 231,594 in 1881, including both monoglot and bilingual speakers.
 The loss of many overseas through the Clearances contributed to these figures, through decreased population and the erosion of Gaelic communities. Migration did help to form new Gaelic speaking communities however, for example in the 1881 census there were 7,451 speakers recorded in Glasgow alone, accounting for 1.52 per cent of the population and in 1891, 17,978, 2.73 per cent of the population.
 The formation of this ‘urban Gàidhealtachd’ also included the establishment of Gaelic chapels, with ‘11 in Lowland cities by the end of the 18th Century’ along with Gaelic groups and associations of which there were over fifty in Glasgow between 1725-1919, including the Tiree Association formed in 1865.
 This formation of an external Gaelic society continues to the modern day with many Gaelic speakers worldwide especially in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island in Canada.
 Despite this relocated culture, for Tiree, maps detailing the percentage of Gaelic speakers suggest that the impacts of the Clearances were less significant, since by 1891 the map still indicates 95 to 100 per cent Gaelic speakers.
 As an island Tiree was less susceptible to external influences, and a decrease in population simply contracted the number of Gaelic speakers as opposed to increased Anglicisation. The national decline in the use of Gaelic in contrast was due to the reduction and dispersal of communities into English speaking regions, replicating the patterns of migration and relocation of Highland communities. 
Clan systems and the changing relationship between landowner and tenant is another central aspect of Highland culture to assess. The disintegration of these ties must be analysed within the context of social, economic and political change, with the greatest shift occurring prior to the removals. The Act of Union in 1707, the defeat of the Jacobite forces at Culloden in 1745 and the resultant restrictions placed upon military structure and Highland dress by the infamous Act of Proscription are indicative of the decline of clan and chief roles.
 With the Act of 1707 for example, Scotland ‘lost its parliament to London’ and individuals of status such as clan chiefs were drawn to the distant capital, spending less time on their estates.
 This physical distance meant that ‘the minds of the landlords were directed to the means of increasing their incomes, and of acquiring the funds necessary to support their new and more expensive mode of life in a distant country’.
 George Douglas Campbell’s uncle, the 6th Duke of Argyll and owner of Tiree from 1806 to 1839 is a prime example of these changing priorities and the spendthrift lifestyle of many landowners. Gaskell describes how his ‘only interest in his inheritance was to discover how much money could be squeezed from it to feed his pleasures and pay his debts’.
 In many cases this prompted the mass sale of lands with the result that ‘all of the Outer Hebrides had been sold out of the hands of the hereditary proprietors’ along with the majority of Inner Hebridean islands, revolutionising landownership in this region.
 As a result of these widespread island ownership changes, ‘only Coll, Tiree, parts of Skye and Jura remained under the control of their traditional possessors’, placing Tiree in a rare situation.
 To mourn the loss of traditional clanship as a result of the clearances is therefore erroneous since ‘the clan system was undergoing a process of gradual and protracted decline long before the ‘45’, and indeed well before the Clearances.

Conversely, the Clearances mark a crucial point in the recreation of Highland culture. During the 19th century, Highlandism underwent an extraordinary transformation, and Richards suggests ‘an invented tradition had transmogrified the Highlander from an object of distrust and antipathy into a romantic figure’.
 Sir Walter Scott was central to this through both his personal enthusiasm for Scottish History and the characters and ideals presented in his literary works, such as The Lady of the Lake and Rob Roy.
 Both of these famous texts present Highland life as nostalgic and idealistic in the extreme, but are also highly derogative. The communication of Highland characters for example is shown to be simple through their ‘naturalised’ language being ‘repeatedly likened to the cries of wild creatures or to uncontrollable wild phenomena such as the roaring wind or rushing water’.
 Furthermore, Clyde suggests ‘using the trappings of Gaelic culture, mythical or simply concocted, Scott created a “plaided panorama” casting a powerful spell which presented Scotland as a picturesque homogeneous place draped liberally in tartan’, creating a new national image based loosely upon that disappearing from the Highlands.
 Further causes of this popularisation of the Highland image can be traced through military developments, tourism and nationalism, which increased internal and external fascination with Highland culture. The paradox of simultaneous loss and recreation is discussed by Chapman who notes how the Highland location was used for Scottish ‘political, literary and historical aspirations’.
 Fear of the ‘political and material superiority of England’ which ‘threatened the full scale assimilation of Scotland’, also provoked an eagerness to develop a distinct cultural identity, and coincided with a broader phase of ‘romantic nationalisation’ sweeping through Europe. 
 Although the Clearances are often associated with the loss of culture, their role was in fact more significant in stimulating its recreation and popularisation. 

That is not to say that the Clearances were merely a sentimental expression of a fabricated culture however. The removal of people from their lands represents a deeply tragic event, but in a different format than is generally perceived. In Fry’s controversial book, Wild Scots, he argues ‘if clearance is taken to mean the disappearance of a population from its habitat’, the analysis of events and population statistics means ‘in the Highlands of 1800 there was not a single county, not a single island, not a single parish, not a single estate that was cleared in this way’.
 This approach however is fundamentally flawed in that its assessment of events is solely based on facts and figures, when the heart of the issue is personal and community experience. Brown concurs with this, suggesting that ‘trauma within the Clearances emerged more as a result of disruption than it did from brutality and violence’.  Furthermore, the definition of collective trauma is something that ‘appears to threaten or seriously invalidate our usual assessments of social reality’, and often ‘forces are operating that can neither be clearly understood nor controlled’.
 This helps to comprehend the experience of communities and individuals who were removed from their land and in some cases their country. The Clearances were a human, and not a mathematical disaster, and to ignore this fact is to completely miss the core of this crucial event in Scottish history. 


The modern narrative of the Clearances, although evidently drawn from key events, is not accurate for all locations, with the experiences of some communities, including Tiree, differing significantly in both the causes and process of removals. Within the vast legacy of the Clearances and ever growing discussion, on sheep farming, ‘Gaelic culture’ and transcontinental movement for example, the core issue of community trauma can sometimes be overlooked. A further crucial element of Clearance legacy is the relative roles of the land owner and factor. This has been touched upon through the discussion of the emigration process, but will be explored in greater depth within the following chapter, encompassing the actions, attitudes and representations of both the Duke and John Campbell, and the balance of blame that exists in the narrative of the Clearances. 
Chapter 2: Landowners and Factors - The Blame Game.
The question of blame is central to the infamy of the Clearances; of the factors and the landowners which party is the guilty one?
 On the island of Tiree, the landowner from 1846 to 1900 was the 8th Duke of Argyll, George Douglas Campbell. His role in events centred on estate management and long term decisions regarding agriculture and population policies. During his lifetime he employed a series of factors: Campbell, Geikie, and MacDiarmid, but this chapter will focus on John Campbell, whose employment from 1846 to 1864, spanned the main period of Clearance on Tiree. The contrasting legacy of Campbell’s infamy and the Duke’s idealisation will be explored through their roles, actions and attitudes along with the resultant narrative of blame produced by letters, oral testimonies, Gaelic literature and historical debate.  
Landowners – George Douglas Campbell, 8th Duke of Argyll.

The approach of the Duke to the management of his estates was crucial in initiating the process of organised emigration on Tiree discussed in the previous chapter. His personal background and the changing social, economic and intellectual situation in Scotland, all helped to forge the Duke’s reforming, yet paternal attitudes towards his people, and their reciprocal loyalty.

George Douglas Campbell’s involvement in the Scottish Enlightenment and immersion in the ideals of the ‘Age of Improvement’ provides the context for his enthusiasm for agricultural reform and initiation of the Clearances. The Age of Improvement saw the development of theories and reforms believed to be progressive to many aspects of society, from agriculture to science and economy. This occurred alongside the rapid urbanisation of Scotland, with 17.3% of the population in 1800 living in towns of over 10,000 in habitants, compared to only 5.3% in 1700 and 9.2% in 1750.
 This population explosion facilitated the development of booming linen production and international trade, along with creating an intellectual environment where the work of prominent figures from the scientific and engineering world such as James Watt, and artists and poets such as Henry Raeburn and Robert Burns, could flourish.
 The Duke of Argyll was a prime example of this era, engaging in the theories of the Age of Improvement through his writings on natural science and philosophy. He also served in the Liberal government as Lord of the Privy Seal and Secretary of State for India, before resigning in opposition to Gladstone’s Land Bill, which he believed would diminish landlord’s rights. Despite being an ‘arch-opponent of all land law reform’, within the existing land power structure he was a keen advocate of agricultural reform on his estates.
 Tiree was the focus of much of this agricultural fervour, as recorded in the Duke’s Crofts and Farms in the Hebrides, where he discusses these improvements. This included removing practises he believed were ‘absolutely incompatible with the very first germs of agricultural improvement’, such as the run rig system of collective farming, and encouraging more positive systems such as drainage to improve land quality and the introduction of individuals to the island with of knowledge more sophisticated agricultural practices, such as a dairy farmer from the Lowlands.
 
The Duke’s descriptions of and attitudes to the people of Tiree provide an insight into his motivations for embarking upon a policy of population reduction. The 8th Duke of Argyll had a familiarity with the lands and people of the whole estate from a young age, and specifically ‘professed a great affection for the island of Tiree as well as great hopes for its future prosperity’.
 Despite this attachment, his position remained firmly one of paternalistic landowner. In his account of island estate management, he describes with pride and affection a number of tenants, including Alan McFadyen aged eighty-six, who had risen from the class of crofter to farmer, and Widow McKinnon of whom the Duke states ‘I often visit her’ and in discussing her farm management states ‘I hope she may be as successful as I wish her to be’.
 Each of these examples represents native island crofters who, through hard work have risen to the farmer class, suggesting that the Duke looked favourably on enterprising individuals, in line with his advocacy of agricultural reform. The Duke seems equally keen to encourage hard work and success in the lower classes shown by his compliments to those in the fishing industry, detailing how he ‘felt no small pride and pleasure’ at their achievements at a Fishery Exhibition in London.
 It is only those he describes as the ‘detritus’ of the estate who are unemployed and occupying the meagre remnants of subdivided land that he is less favourable towards, and it is this idle class that he aimed to remove. 
 The Duke’s attitudes to his people existed within the paternalistic structure of the time, and he appears to have had a genuine care and interest in the lives of his people, strongly interwoven with his desire to create an efficient, advanced and healthy estate. 
The attributing of blame for the Clearances on Tiree, in both contemporary and modern popular opinion, does not vilify the Duke. Despite his role in the organised removal of tenants on Tiree, the attitudes of the people remained positive. A crucial event which exemplifying this is the Napier Commission of 1883. Any criticisms aired about the Duke were regarding specific events, policies and appeals, including John McFadyen’s claim ‘we petitioned his Grace the Duke of Argyll last December for a reduction of rent, but were refused’, and Donald McDougall’s  suggestion that the Duke intended that cleared land ‘should be distributed among us’, when instead ‘those vacant farms were consolidated’, indicating substantial issues regarding land occupation, but not general comments about the Duke’s character and overall policy.
 In fact many in the commission are complimentary to him, for example stating ‘he comes and stays for a day or two, and he send clothes and books to be distributed amongst the people’, indicating an interested and charitable attitude.
 Furthermore, the oral testimony of Donald Sinclair collected in 1968 discusses the relative roles of the factor and the Duke and confidently assures that ‘we’re not blaming the Dukes at all’ and ‘the Dukes were very lenient and very good’.
 Modern day attitudes to the Dukes are equally favourable shown by the continued admiration of successive Dukes of Argyll by the modern diasporic clan. From celebration of the clan tartan, to a fondness of the current title holders, and clan publications, this feeling is widespread.
 Many members are located in places as distant as Canada and Australia, their ancestor’s emigration originating from the Clearances. The continued desire to praise and be associated with the descendents of those who were responsible for their emigration is bewildering. This is the case with many clans however, and can be regarded as a result of the romanticisation of the Highlands combined with a desire for homeland and heritage, as opposed to an adherence to clan values. It does nevertheless demonstrate that feelings about the Duke of Argyll are part of a widespread and enduring attitude that the landowners were not at fault in the Clearances. 

Factors – John Campbell. 

Born on the island of Islay, John Campbell is described as ‘of tall and commanding presence’ and a first class agriculturalist.
As a factor, Campbell’s role was the practical management of Tiree - collecting rents, settling disputes and corresponding with the Duke to provide updates and implement plans. The position of the factor, replaced the traditional role of the tacksman.  Whereas the tackmen had been fellow land occupiers, with their interests more closely aligned to that of the tenants, their replacement factors had been the landowner’s waged workers, and as a result the individual who filled this role had to expertly manage this power structure.
  Campbell’s legacy is polar with some surviving documents indicating a compassionate attitude towards the people, yet oral testimonies and popular attitudes are in complete opposition, presenting a cruel and near demonic character. 

John Campbell’s actions during the Clearances reported within the Napier Commission include multiple examples of violence and cruelty, and suggest his attitude to the people was ruthless and unfeeling. One example is blind Hugh McLean of Mannal and his crippled wife, who were evicted multiple times, and eventually Campbell ordered his men to ‘strip the roof off their home’ and the couple were ‘cruelly turned out and left at the roadside’.
 Census data supports the details of the statement regarding the family members and their declining status from ‘crofter of 19 acres’ in 1861 to ‘pauper’ by 1871, which likely precipitated their eviction.
 Similar accusations are made by Ronald McDonald who claims that ‘crofters were evicted to make room for the factor’s servants and favourites’, suggesting the factor misused his position on the island. 
 This perceived power struggle between Campbell and the Duke will be analysed in greater depth later in this chapter. The evidence given at the Napier Commission in 1883 was eleven years after John Campbell’s death, so there was no opportunity for cross-examination. The fact that it contains no accounts of positive actions by Campbell, strongly supports his infamous legacy, or is at least illustrative of the negative feelings of the community towards him. 

The majority of recollections and representations of Campbell in poetry and oral sources are akin to a spectre of cruelty and violence.  The poem Cumha a’ Bhaillidh Mhor, Lament for the Big Factor, composed by Eugene Ross, is described by Meek as ‘a blistering satire, intended as a fitting send off’ for Tiree’s factor John Campbell, and contains the following line:

‘Gum bi a’ Factor air thoiseach san t-sloc sa bheil Satan’

‘The Factor will have the pre-eminence in Satan’s pit’.

The hatred felt towards Campbell by the author, believed to live in Mull, an island also under the control of the factor, is evident. The poem also claims that when emigrants in Canada heard of his death:

‘’S chaid iad iul’ air an glùinean ‘s thug iad cliù gun do dh’eug thu’

‘They all got down on their knees and praised God that you had died’.

Similarly, local stories report ‘delighted crofters dancing on his coffin’ and of ‘his mournful spectre being seen dragging chains behind him’.
 Furthermore, one oral testimony claims ‘he was a cruel man, no wonder he was eaten alive by lice’, and that ‘God got his revenge’ when Campbell suffered such a ‘hideous death’. 
 These grotesque descriptions indicate that contemporary feeling was one of utter hatred. Nineteenth century Gaelic verse however ‘did contain a host of archetypal images and stereotypical patterns regarding the Clearances, and typically dehumanising animal imagery was applied to figures on whom anxiety, fear and hatred were projected’, so the extremes may partly be borne of a literary style as opposed to purely the emotions felt towards Campbell.
 
Other evidence presents Campbell’s character and actions in a more positive light. One example is correspondence from Campbell to the Duke during a famine year when John Campbell went against the Duke’s implied orders regarding food distribution, stating ‘I could not help it, I had either to give them food or let them starve’. Although this could merely be regarded as a necessity, he also writes ‘I have ordered all the grain in the Island House Farm to be divided’. This was the private residence of the factor and therefore he was distributing his own grain to the people of the island.
 His further kindness is the subject of a poem and oral testimony, where it is claimed that the factor was personally responsible for ‘bringing boats of meal from the mainland’ to provide for the people during the time of famine.
 This compassionate and altruistic attitude corresponds with the description in his obituary, where Campbell is praised for his active role in the community, lifetime as a ‘valuable servant’ to the Duke, and supporter of the poor. It is reported he ‘took a warm and hearty interest in the case of education, and sought by every means in his power to promote it’, in addition to offering help and advice to the poor which ‘was given with a geniality and kindness which left nothing to desire’, with the result that ‘the poor will miss him much, to them he was kind and considerate’.
 This is corroborated by historic oral testimonies, with one individual discussing his family’s experiences of the factor saying ‘my mother thought the world of the Baillidh Mor’ and would say he ‘was good and kind to us’.
 Although evidently as an obituary the representation is likely to be complimentary, the strong emphasis upon and examples of how he helped the poor, along with the corroboration of sources, suggests a truthful basis to these claims. 
The fact that more favourable views of the factor do exist show that his actions during the Clearances and his attitudes to the people were more complex than the demonic character presented. The existence of this negative representation can to some extent be attributed to the need to create a villain figure due to the pain and hardship caused by the Clearances. The number and vociferousness of negative attitudes to Campbell however does suggest at least a degree of truth of this image even if he has been unduly vilified for his role in the Clearances. 

The Blame Game
Understanding the reasons behind evolving attitudes to John Campbell and the Duke provides further insights into the strains and expectations of the social structure of the Highlands, and the degree to which blame may have been unfairly proportioned as a result. 
Although personal accounts have placed the blame specifically with the factor, historical assessments of culpability traditionally focused upon the landowners. Early accounts of the Clearances such as by McKenzie in 1883, stated that the landlords were motivated by ‘pure self-interest, and pursued their policy of extermination with a recklessness and remorselessness unparalleled anywhere else’.
 Examples such as this form the basis of Richards’ statement that ‘Highland landlords have become figures of hatred, ogres even among landlords’.
 Their notoriety is examined by Devine who states that many landlords misused their powerful position to enact assisted emigration and eviction, but counters this stating that ‘if all landlords had been intent on maximising their economic opportunities, the exodus of people would undoubtedly have been much more rapid and extensive’ and ‘several landlords refused to exploit their economic opportunities to the full’
 The landlords’ culpability in the Clearances is controversially denied by Fry in his book Wild Scots, where he describes their policies as ‘humane, liberal, and progressive’.
 He has been referred to as the ‘David Irving of the Clearances’ and accused of ‘playing with words’ to create incendiary conclusions
 Historians’ attitudes to the Highland Clearances are nevertheless becoming more lenient towards the landowners, regarding their policies as forged of their economic-centric attitudes, and the changing intellectual, financial and social situation in Scotland. Both Richards and Devine, dedicate whole sections of their works to discussing these pre-conditions of Clearance, unlike Mckenzie for example whose history did not take this into account.
 Finally, the evaluation of blame has also shifted to more specific discussions, such as Hunter’s recent book Set Adrift upon the World, an emotionally and historically engaging analysis of the infamous Sutherland Clearances.
 Analysis of this estate, which enacted an early process of removals, is crucial to understanding the growing legacy of the Clearances, and the role of factors such as Sellar, who became a villain in the story through both his actions and subsequent trial, popularising the image of an evil factor, and influencing attitudes to other individuals such as Campbell.
 
The division of blame on Tiree between John Campbell and the Duke has been caused by a number of components, such as the strong connection between the Duke and the people, Campbell’s appointment as factor in 1846 and the debated balance of power between the two individuals. The special affection felt by the 8th Duke of Argyll towards the island and his active management, which included providing gifts of charity, the creation of agricultural shows and frequent visits to the island, helped to foster a better relationship with the people of Tiree.
 Within these circumstances it could be seen that the Duke continued to fill the role of the traditional clan chief, and people’s feelings of loyalty, respect and reverence continued too. Furthermore, the island still remains under the ownership of the Dukes of Argyll, meaning people’s homes, livelihoods and community remain dependent upon the family, which results in a reluctance to overtly criticise the Duke for fear of repercussions. This is illustrated in a poem celebrating the Commission coming to Tiree in 1883. The author assures: 

‘Thug sinne sgeul na còrach dhaibh’

‘We gave them an account as was proper’

Followed by the statement: 

‘Tha dòchas math is dùil agam 

Gun dèan an Diùca sìth rinn’

‘We have good hope and expectation 

That the Duke will make peace with us’.
 

The plea-like tone belies an awareness and concern about the dependence of the people upon the Duke’s good will. In contrast, the Bàillidh Mòr died in 1872, which meant there would be no consequences for accusations made against him, and encouraged a diversion of criticism towards John Campbell. 

In contrast, circumstances were not in John Campbell’s favour, since his appointment as factor for Tiree in Mull in 1846 coincided with the onset of extreme famine and poverty. It is likely that any factor dealing with such conditions would have been regarded less favourably than his predecessors and successors. There were however, multiple suggestions that ‘there’s a lot going on behind the back of the Dukes’ and that the factor was acting for his own gain.
 During the Napier Commission the suggestion was made that ‘much of this large sum which is said to have been spent may have gone out of the Duke's pocket and never have been spent in reality upon the estate?’. 
 This accusation aired by one of the commissioners was not confirmed by either the interviewee or subsequently the Duke however.
 This suspicion is nevertheless indicative of strains within the power structure of the island, with some claiming of the factors ‘they were the uncrowned kings of Tiree’, indicating that the opportunity for the misuse of power existed, and equally that distrust and suspicion was felt by the people towards the local authority.
 

The legacy of culpability for the Clearances on Tiree firmly places the blame with Campbell. Although the volume of unfavourable material strongly suggests he was indeed the guilty party, unfortunate circumstances and the existing social structure indicate he may have been over-criticised, becoming a convenient scapegoat for the contributions of the distant and idealised Duke. These issues relating to their relative roles indicate that the narrative we have today has been moulded by the existing social structure and the actions of specific individuals such as Sellar, necessitating a re-evaluation of this legacy.  The next threat to this fragile power structure was posed in the 1880’s with the land reform movement and violent outbursts known as the Crofters’ War. The issues surrounding the displacement of people and their rights to their land, which were central to the Clearances developed in the following forty years and the growth of a bolder and more politicised generation precipitated a crucial period of change and reform. 
Chapter 3: The Crofters War – Conclusion or Continuation?
The Crofters War was a period of unrest relating to land reform in the Hebrides. Events between 1883 and 1888 on the islands of Skye, Lewis and Tiree saw disagreements over rent payments and changing tenancies, escalating to violence. The occupation of Greenhill Farm on Tiree by three hundred men, women and children in opposition to its sale, and the subsequent confrontations with police and marines leading to a number of arrests, is the key moment of the crofter’s conflict on the island. Whether Tiree represents a typical example or anomaly will be the focus of this chapter along with an evaluation of the reasons for the causes of unrest; the escalation of violence; and finally the impacts these events had upon the island and crofting community as a whole. Furthermore, this era of unrest marks a crucial stage in the land struggle of the nineteenth century, and the degree to which closure was achieved through the Crofters’ War and resultant legislation will be examined. 
Development – Why Tiree?
Tiree’s divergent experiences as described in the previous chapters would have been expected to prevent the island from taking the path of violent rebellion, yet with regards to the threat posed and government response, Tiree is second only to Skye in its severity. Why this situation developed will be examined with reference to the growing politicisation of the region and the failure of the Napier Commission.
  

The politicisation of the Highlands and Islands as a whole and the popularisation of land reform aims were crucial to the growing unrest on Tiree. Many of the ideals fundamental to the movement were spread by John Murdoch of Islay, whose interaction with Irish Nationalist groups prompted him to campaign for Highland land reform and the removal of the traditional landownership system. His newspaper The Highlander was instrumental in spreading these ideas and sewed the seeds for the formation of the Highland Land Law Reform Association or HLLRA.
  Modelled on the Irish Land League, this organisation advocated direct action protest tactics to bring about change, and was responsible for the ‘emergence of a new confidence among the crofting community’.
 The organisation did not gain sufficient momentum in the Highlands until the Third Reform Act, which enfranchised crofters and enabled the HLLRA to place four members of the Crofting Party in Parliament, increasing its legitimacy.
 Although highlighting to the government the threat posed, it was local branches such as on Tiree which were responsible for initiating confrontational episodes. Growing membership of the HLLRA on the island was a cause for concern in correspondence between the Duke and his factor at this time MacDiarmid, and as early as April 1884 MacDiarmid asserts that ‘matters are deeply worrying’ and warns the Duke ‘this agitation had a deep hold on them’. 
 By November of the same year he reports that twenty two cattle had been illegally settled on a piece of land in protest, concluding ‘I can tell you that living here at present is almost intolerable’
 MacDiarmid appears to have had an otherwise good relationship with the people, unlike Campbell his counterpart during the Clearances, but the growing popularity of the HLLRA threatened even his control of the island.  

Why these ideas gained popularity on Tiree in particular is perplexing since circumstances differed significantly from Skye and Lewis, the sites of similar unrest. As discussed in the previous chapters, the island remained under the paternalistic ownership of the Duke, unlike the more ruthless and economic-centric attitudes of Lord McDonald and James Matheson, the respective owners of estates on Skye and Lewis. Furthermore, whereas Skye, the site of the famous Battle of the Braes incident where conflict over grazing rights to Ben Lee spiralled into violent combat with police, occurred in 1883, the simmering unrest on Tiree, did not reach boiling point until 1886.
 This crucially places events at Greenhill after both the Napier Commission of 1883 and First Crofters Act of 1886, which were formed with the aim of assessing and resolving issues relating to rents, land settlement and unfair treatment. The commission upon landing on Tiree in 1883 had been eagerly greeted by ‘a large crowd waiting to cheer them’.
 Additionally, during the proceedings an audience of ‘between 700 and 800 people crowded in’, and of a population of approximately 2700, this represents nearly 30 per cent of the whole community.
 These figures suggest both considerable dissatisfaction on the island and a belief in the improvements the commission would bring. Cameron claims it was hoped that ‘allowing full expression to the crofters’ grievances’ would ‘let off steam’ and dissipate discontent, showing the primary concern was preventing unrest, not solving its underlying causes.
 Instead of the desired effect, the perceived shortfall of government action acted to highlight the failures of official routes and encouraged an escalation in revolt, particularly from the class of landless cottars who had gained negligible benefits from the Commission.  

Escalation – How did land disputes progress to conflict?
The escalation from unrest to Crofters War on Tiree, was due to the islanders’ initiation of active confrontation with the occupation of Greenhill Farm, and exacerbated by government fear and the transmission of erroneous information. 

The occupation of Greenhill Farm was a statement action, a demonstration intended to alter the decision regarding the land’s changing tenancy, which brought underlying issues to the fore. Considerable confusion existed following the ending of the tenancy agreement on the farm, since the cottars believed that as a result of unrest in 1884, the Duke had assured them they would be given the next vacant tack on the island, which happened to be Greenhill in 1886. The Duke however felt he had provided opportunity for such expansion, as described in a letter to the cottars shortly after their occupation of the farm in which he wrote, ‘it was open to any of you, individually or collectively’, but ‘no other proposal or offer of any kind came from you’ despite the ‘greatly reduced rent’ offered.
 This is in keeping with his encouragement of tenants to strive to improve themselves as shown in the previous chapter. The situation was further complicated by the selfish actions of Neil MacNeill the leader of the HLLRA on the island and his brother Lachlan, who privately took over the lease on the land. Due to MacNeill’s position the Duke incorrectly thought the land would be made available for communal grazing, meeting the islander’s needs. The result of this private purchase and the belief that the Duke had reneged on the agreement, was the occupation of the farm in defiance. At the end of May 1886, three hundred islanders, occupied the land and were accused of ‘keeping violent and illegal possession of the farm’.
 In response forty police landed on Tiree to serve notices of ejection to those occupying the farm, but were hounded from the island. Even prior to the landing of police however there was correspondence discussing the use of marines, suggesting violent resistance was expected, due to the antecedent unrest.
 On the July 31st ‘a detachment of fifty police escorted by five times that number of marines landed on the island’, followed by the arrest of six individuals, indicating an escalation to a military and not merely social disturbance.

Similarities with the land reform movements in Ireland and sensationalised newspaper reports made attitudes alarmist and contributed to initiating the military response described above. Ireland had progressed through similar stages, from famine and evictions, to the growing popularity of the Land League, and most troubling for the government, the introduction of the Government of Ireland Bill to the House of Commons in April 1886.
 Although defeated by a small minority, the political progression of the situation must have caused great concerns about similar events occurring in Scotland, prompting a thorough response to Island unrest. Newspaper coverage also contributed to escalation, with MacPhail claiming ‘the sensational reports in the press induced the Secretary for Scotland to send a military expedition to Tiree’.
 Example of these reports include an article published on 23rd July which describes the islanders at Greenhill as ‘carrying sticks; and while some brandished their weapons, others sharpened the points of them with knives, in order to make them as like spears as possible’ and upon seeing the approaching contingent of police, ‘set up a yell, which rang through the island solitude, and assumed a threatening attitude’.
 Tiree at this time had no telegraphic communication, so relay of these details was problematic. This report, which may well have influenced decisions regarding policy, was in fact written by a reporter who remained in mainland Oban and depended solely upon hearsay.
 Furthermore, the reporter worked for the Scotsman, a paper described as ‘a close ally of the landlord interest’ and therefore would have been keen to present the rebelling tenants in an unfavourable light.
 The tone of this interaction is also described in the indictment documents where it is stated that they ‘did jump and shout and make a great noise and did raise sticks and other weapons over their heads and did behave in a violent, turbulent and menacing manner’.
 The corroboration of details between these sources does suggest an accurate depiction of events, although early newspapers articles may have been influential in shaping initial official reports, and thus the account presented in court. A further contribution to the escalation was the fact that Arthur Balfour was appointed Secretary for Scotland on the same day as troops were sent to Tiree.
 Since he was new to this position he was undoubtedly keen to begin with a strong policy and a show of force through the use of troops and subsequent harsh sentencing of those arrested. 

The connection to broader land reform movements and specific circumstances such as the central role of the press, therefore contributed to progressing what began as a land occupation complaint, and exploded into rebellion and a threat to national stability.  

Consequences – Success or Failure?
The personal and legislative impacts of the Crofters’ War are indicative of the increasing awareness of the crofters’ struggle and were crucial in bringing to a conclusion the key issues of this century. 
The impacts for the individuals involved in the incident were as follows, Alexander McLean, Colin Henderson, Hector McDonald, John Sinclair, and George William Campbell were sentenced to six, and John McFadyen, Gilbert McDonald, and Donald McKinnon, to four months imprisonment in Inveraray jail.
 In response to this sentence the nation was in uproar. One newspaper report describes how a meeting at Greenock, near Glasgow, was attended by over two thousand people and ‘was resolved to petition for the immediate release of the Tiree Crofters, to agitate for a reform of the laws, and to raise a fund for the relief of the crofters and their families’ and states that this attitude was strongly approved of by the Edinburgh Trade’s Council.
 Opposition was also voiced through literary avenues, with Oran nam Prìosanach, or Song about the Prisoners by John Maclean, discussing the injustices experienced by those arrested on Tiree. 

‘An Inbhir-aora, toll dubh a’ chruadail,

Gun dhùnadh suas iad a Luan ’s a Dhòmhnach’

‘In Inveraray, that black hole of hardship,

They were incarcerated Monday and Sabbath’

‘Sheasadh suas leinn airson na còrach,

Gu fearail, cliùiteach, air chùl nan Gàidheal’

‘We stood up for what was just,

In a manly, honourable manner, supporting out fellow highlanders’.

These lines indicate the author’s desire to vindicate the individuals imprisoned, but also an awareness of a greater movement. The protests and complaints did not produce the desired result however, with a statement released by the Secretary of State for the Home Department on the 20th January 1887 that he was ‘unable to discover sufficient ground to justify… advising Her Majesty to interfere in this case’.
 The prisoners were eventually released, but only four weeks prior to the conclusion of their sentence. The fact that the case involved groups and individuals of status demonstrates the broader significance of events, and suggests Tiree was effective in popularising the topic of land reform.
With regards to the effectiveness of legislative changes and Tiree’s centrality to this, there are mixed opinions. Although the Crofters’ Act stimulated further violence, the incident on Tiree demonstrated to the government the need for more substantial change. In this argument, Meek for example argues that the Act ‘was the cause of further unrest, rather than a first and final cure for all the land related troubles of the so-called “crofting communities”’.
 This view is supported by ongoing crofter unrest throughout the 1890s, such as individuals illegally occupying and cultivating land on Lewis, suggesting that neither the Act, nor Tiree brought any meaningful conclusion.
 Significant changes did occur as a result of the Act however, including the determination of fair rental payments, the guarantee of fixity of tenure, and partial cancelation of arrears, causing the balance of power between landowner and tenant to shift decidedly in the latter’s favour. One historian claims that ‘the crofter, in short received the advantage of ownership without its liabilities, and landlords it seems were permitted to exist principally so that they could shoulder half the rates and pay compensation to outgoing crofters’.
 The Commission resulted in measurable benefits on Tiree, and records show for example Hugh Mackinnon of Heanish’s present rent of £21 in 1886, a determined fair rent of £17, and an agreed cancellation of £9 of arrears.
 Despite initial disappointment with the Act, Devine discusses how many subsequently felt it ‘had been misjudged’. 
 Largely prompted by ongoing unrest, with a number of minor alterations and the commission’s increasingly favourable decisions on crofting matters, the substantial advantages conferred by the legislation were realised. Although it was the Battle of the Braes in Skye that provided the initial impetus for legislative changes, Tiree popularised the topic of Highland land reform, making it a crucial political and social issue.  Although not reaching a satisfying solution immediately, Tiree necessitated that the government take land reform in Scotland more seriously and prompted the introduction of real changes and effective legislation which continues to influence communities to the present day.
 
The Crofters’ War on Tiree represents the culmination and conclusion of the land struggles existing within many island communities during the nineteenth century. Stemming from excessive land division due to increasing population pressures and the hardships of the Clearance era, the 1880’s saw the politicisation of the region and consolidation of land reform aims. Although subsequent legislation has continued to progress the status and security of crofting communities, the introduction of the Act as a result of discontent, and its functional adaptation in response to further incidents on Tiree, forced a shift in the power balance between tenants and landlords, bringing to an end the vulnerability that had blighted communities during this century. 

Conclusion 

The primary conclusion of this dissertation is that Tiree challenges rather than supports the legacy of Clearances, highlighting key inaccuracies within the existing narrative and indicating a need to revaluate and our preconceptions of this period. 
In my first chapter I demonstrated how Clearance legacy is flawed, and highlighted the erroneous over-emphasis upon the significance of sheep farming, the fact that emigration in some cases was inevitable yet considerately handled, and that the main cultural consequence of Clearance has been its recreation and relocation as opposed to its loss. Following this, my analysis of the relative roles and representations of Campbell and the Duke revealed a complex narrative where the Duke is idealised and Campbell vilified. Although justified to a degree, both unfortunate circumstances and the existing social structure increased the diversion of blame towards Campbell. Finally my discussion of the Crofters’ War on Tiree demonstrated the connectivity between the escalation of events and the Clearances, but also how both the Act and the incidents on Tiree and other islands were responsible, through legislation and the popularisation of the crofters’ plight, for producing substantial benefits to the crofting community. 

Regarding my first research question of whether the legacy of the Highland Clearances is accurate, I have demonstrated the limitations of our existing narrative, not only in regard to the causes, events and impacts discussed in chapter one, but also the over-simplification of the roles of landowners and factors during the Clearances, and the frequent exclusion of the Crofters’ War within the Clearance timeline. This era is not unusual in these discrepancies and just as the Clearances are influenced by a degree of nostalgia, regret and a multitude of political, literary and national motivations and representations, so too is the First World War and British Colonial History for example. 
As to my second question of whether Tiree represents a typical example or anomaly of this legacy, my research has shown that although still a product of broader transitions in Scotland, such as the ideas of the Age of Improvement which the Duke supported, Tiree’s experiences do not correlate either with other locations, or the legacy of the Clearances. The infamous Sutherland Clearances due to their severity and precedency have become the prototype for all Clearance legacy suppressing the distinctiveness of other regions. Despite every estate being the product of the specific circumstances and individuals within the community, Tiree exhibits a greater number of divergent elements. Most notably, the continued paternalistic ownership under the Duke, the minimal presence of sheep farming and the process of emigration having people’s welfare at its centre, producing a very different experience. 
The fact that both the Clearances and Crofters’ War did occur despite these elements seriously questions our understanding of this era and is vital to my final question of how the study of Tiree influences our understanding of the Clearances nationally. It could be argued that since Tiree represents an aberration as opposed to a typical example, the usefulness of its analysis is limited. Instead I suggest that the evaluation of a slightly divergent experience of the Clearances and Crofters’ War, has highlighted the variety of Clearance experiences, challenging the national narrative. The main example being my study of the roles of landowners and factors. By analysing in depth the characters, attitudes and actions of Campbell and the Duke, the components of Clearance responsibility along with the subsequent portioning of blame can be better understood and analysed nationally. Although an analysis of any estate could to some extent provide this insight, the wealth of materials housed at Inveraray Castle Archives enable a thorough extrapolation of the issues and motivations involved. 

I believe the case study methodology of my research has been effective. To analyse the island of Tiree for a period of just over forty years has given my research a specificity and focus that would have been impossible for a broader history.  Aided by a plethora of primary materials, my resultant dissertation is a comprehensive study of island experience during this century.  My choice of location I feel has also been effective due to its distinctive progress through the key events of this era. My research therefore is of value since not only does it provide a historically engaging account of Tiree, but brings into question the accuracy of the legacy of the Clearances as a whole and demonstrates the need to deconstruct and re-evaluate this through the analysis of specific locations and individuals to deepen our understanding of this complex and emotive era of Scottish History. 
Researching Tiree’s eventful and at times perplexing progression through the nineteenth century has been fascinating, giving me a new perspective on Scottish History and how we approach historical narrative. Furthermore I have gained an appreciation of the continued resonance of the trauma experienced by many communities in this era, and their determination that it should not be forgotten. 

Bibliography
Primary Sources

Act of Proscription (1746), accessed at http://www.legislation.gov.uk, accessed on [10/4/18].
Bartholomew Survey Atlas, National Library of Scotland, accessed at http://maps.nls.uk/view/74401064, accessed on [10/4/18].

Clan Campbell Societies, Inveraray Castle, accessed at https://www.inveraray-castle.com/clan-campbell/clan-campbell-societies, accessed on [10/4/18].

Creegen E. R. and S. Campbell, Oral Testimony: Factors in Tiree (60294), Tobar an Dualchais, accessed at http://tobarandualchais.co.uk/en/fullrecord/60294/3, accessed on [10/4/18].

Creegen E. R. and D. Sinclair, Oral Testimony: Tiree Factors and their treatment (57463), Tobar an Dualchais, accessed at http://tobarandualchais.co.uk/en/fullrecord/57463/1, accessed on [10/4/18].

Creegen E. R. and D. Sinclair, Oral Testimony: John Campbell, the Bàillidh Mòr, (57979), Tobar an Dualchais, accessed at, http://www.tobarandualchais.co.uk/en/fullrecord/57979/1, accessed on [10/4/18].

Creegen E. R. and D. Sinclair, Oral Testimony: The Potato Blight in Tiree (66984), Tobar an Dualchais, accessed at http://tobarandualchais.co.uk/en/fullrecord/66984/15, accessed on [10/4/18].

Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Act (1886), accessed at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1886/29/pdfs/ukpga_18860029_en.pdf, accessed on [10/4/18].

Duke of Argyll, Crofts and Farms in the Hebrides: An account of the management of an island estate for 130 years (Edinburgh: Ballantyne, 1883).

Duke of Argyll, The Unity of Nature (London: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1885).

Inveraray Castle Archives:

Bundle 882, Letter from John Campbell to the Duke of Argyll, 23rd December 1846.
Bundle 906, Letter from Hugh McDiamuid to the Duke of Argyll, 14th April 1884.

Bundle 906, Letter from Hugh McDiamuid to the Duke of Argyll, 29th November 1884.

Bundle 907, Letter from Hugh McDiamuid to the Duke of Argyll, 29th December 1884.

Bundle 907, Letter to the Duke of Argyll, 14th August 1886. 

Bundle 1335, Letter from J. Campbell to Duke of Argyll, 27th February 1849.  

Bundle 1558, Letter from the Duke of Argyll, 5th May 1851.

Bundle 1804, List of Tenants to be serves notices of removal, 1850. 

Bundle 1804, List of Passengers on board Conrad from Tiree going to Montreal, 1851. 

Bundle 1805, Letter from John Campbell to the Duke of Argyll, 26th April 1851.

Bundle 1805, Mattresses from JM Watt 4th July 1851

Bundle 1805, Grain order signed by J. Campbell, 8th July 1851

Bundle 1805, Letter to the Duke of Argyll, 11th July 1851.

Bundle 1805, Letter to the Duke of Argyll from Sir John McNeill, 21st November 1863. 

MacDougall L., personal correspondence, 14th April 2018.
MacLean J., Oran nam Prìosanach/ Song about the Prisoners, in Tuath is Tighearna/ Tenants and Landlords, ed. D. E. Meek (Edinburgh: Scottish Academic Press, 1995).

MacLean J., Teachdairean na Bànrighinn/ The Queen’s Commissioners, in Tuath is Tighearna/ Tenants and Landlords, ed. D. E. Meek (Edinburgh: Scottish Academic Press, 1995). 

National Records of Scotland

Bundle JC26/1886/294, High Court indictment against Alexander McLean, Colin Henderson, Hector McDonald, John Sinclair, George William Campbell, John McFadyen, Gilbert McDonald, and Donald McKinnon. 

Bundle JC26/1886/294, High Court Indictment: court account. 

Bundle JC26/1886/294, High Court Indictment. 

‘Refusal to Release the Prisoners, Greenock Telegraph and Clyde Shipping Gazette’, 22nd January 1887.
Ross E., Cumha a’ Bhaillidh Mhor/ Lament for the Factor Mòr, in Tuath is Tighearna/ Tenants and Landlords, ed. D. E. Meek (Edinburgh: Scottish Academic Press, 1995). 

Scott W., Rob Roy (London: Longman, 1817). 

Scott W., The Lady of the Lake (London: Longman, 1810).

Sinclair Sir John, The Statistical Account of Scotland, (Edinburgh: William Creech, 1791), accessed at https://archive.org/details/statisticalacco01sincgoog, accessed on [01/05/17].
Society for the Benefit of the Sons and Daughters of the Clergy, The New Statistical Account (Edinburgh: William Blackwood and Sons, 1845),  pp. 213, 214, accessed at https://archive.org/stream/b21365805_0007, accessed on [01/05/18].
‘The Late Mr Campbell of Ardfenaig’, Oban Times, 7th September 1872. 

‘The Tiree Expedition’, The Scotsman, 23rd July 1886. 

The Napier Commission, Vol. 3, (1883), 2133, West Highland College, accessed at https://www.whc.uhi.ac.uk/research/napier-commission, accessed on [21/10/17].

‘The Release of the Tiree Crofters Demanded’, Fife Herald, 17th November 1886. 

Tiree Census 1861, Ref: NRS 551/18/11, p.11, accessed at https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, accessed on [02/4/18].

Tiree Census 1871, Ref: NRS 551/18/12, p. 12, accessed at https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, accessed on [02/4/18].
Third Reform Act (1884), accessed at https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/reformacts/overview/one-man-one-vote/, accessed on [10/4/18].

Union with England Act (1707), accessed at http://www.legislation.gov.uk, accessed on [10/4/18].

2011 Census Canada, Statistics Canada, accessed at http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011, accessed on [10/4/18].

Secondary Sources

Author throws down gauntlet on ‘Clearances Myth’, The Scotsman, 7th March 2005.
Bingham C., Beyond the Highland Line (London: Constable, 1991).

Broadie A., The Scottish Enlightenment (Edinburgh: Birlinn House, 1997).

Brown D. G., ‘The Highland Clearances and Politics of Memory’, unpublished PhD thesis, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (2014). 

Cameron A. D., Go Listen to the Crofters (Stornoway: Acair, 1990).

Cameron E. A., ‘Journalism in the Late Victoria Highlands’, Victorian Periodicals Review, Vol. 40 No. 4 (2007).

Campbell R., ‘John Campbell: 1801-1872’, in Clan Campbell Magazine, 2008, provided by An Iodhlann [10/4/18].
Chapman M., The Gaelic Vision in Scottish Culture (London: Croom-Helm, 1979).

Chichester H. M., ‘Sir John McNeill’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), accessed at http://www.oxforddnb.com, accessed on [10/4/18]. 

Chitnis A., The Scottish Enlightenment (London: Croom Helm, 1976).

Clyde R., From Rebel to Hero: The Image of the Highlander 1745-1830 (East Linton: Tuckwell Press, 1998). 

Crofters Commission, Crofting People and Politics (Argyll: Argyll Publishing, 2005).
Devine T. M., Clanship to Crofters’ War: The Social Transformation of the Scottish Highlands (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1994). 
Devine T. M., Exploring the Scottish Past: Themes in the History of Scottish Society (East Linton: Tuckwell Press, 1995).
Devine T. M., Scotland’s Empire 1600-1815 (London: Penguin Books, 2003).

Devine T. M., The Great Highland Famine (Edinburgh: John Donald Publishers LTD, 1988).

Devine T. M., To The Ends of the Earth: Scotland’s Global Diaspora, 1750-2010 (London: Penguin Books, 2012).

Fraser Grigor I., Mightier than the Lord: The Struggle for the Crofters Act of 1886 (Luton: Andrews, 2014).

Fry M., Wild Scots (Hodder Headline: London, 2005).

Gaskell P., Morvern Transformed: A Highland Parish in the Nineteenth Century (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1968).

Gouriévidis L., The Dynamics of Heritage: History, Memory and the Highland Clearances (Farnham: Ashgate, 2010). 

Gray P., The Irish Famine (London: Thames & Hudson, 2007).

Hunter J., Set Adrift Upon the World: The Sutherland Clearances (Edinburgh: Birlinn, 2016).
Hunter J., The Making of the Crofting Community (Edinburgh: John Donald Publishers, 1995).

Hunter J., ‘Sheep and Deer: Highland Sheep Farming, 1850-1900’, Northern Scotland, Vol. 1, 1972. 

Jackson A., Ireland: 1798-1998 (Oxford: John Wiley & Sons, 2010).
Jones C. and W. McLeod, ‘Standards and Differences: Languages in Scotland 1707-1918’, in Enlightenment, Britain and Empire, ed. I. Brown (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2006). 

MacPhail I. M. M., The Crofters’ War (Stornoway: Acair, 1989).
McKenzie A., The Highland Clearances (Glasgow: P.J. O’Callaghan, 1883), p. 20, accessed at https://archive.org/details/historyofhighlan00mackrich, accessed on [10/4/18].

Meek D. E., ‘The Rebellious Island: Unlocking the History of the Land Struggle in Tiree’ in The Secret Island: Towards a History of Tiree (Kershader: Islands Book Trust, 2014).

Mulhern K. M., 'The Intellectual Duke: George Douglas Campbell, 8th Duke of Argyll, 1823-1900,' unpublished PhD thesis, University of Edinburgh (2006).

Newby A. G., ‘Land and the “Crofter Question” in nineteenth-century Scotland’, International Review of Scottish Studies 35 (2010).

Oliver S., ‘Looking back upon a Highland prospect: Scott, The Lady of the Lake, and the Lowland/Celtic Fringe’, in Romanticism’s Debateable Lands, ed. C. Lamont and M. Rossington (London: Palgrave, 2007).

Pullen J. M., ‘Robert Malthus’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), accessed at http://www.oxforddnb.com, accessed on [10/4/18].

Richards E., Debating the Highland Clearances (Edinburgh University Press: Edinburgh, 2007).

Richards E., The Highland Clearances (Edinburgh: Birlinn, 2000).

Stewart D., Sketches of the Highlanders of Scotland (Edinburgh: John Donald Publishers, 1977).

Whyte I. D., Scotland before the Industrial Revolution: An Economic & Social History c. 1050- c. 1750 (New York: Longman Group, 1995).

Withers C. W. J., Urban Highlanders: Highland-Lowland Migration and Urban Gaelic Culture, 1700-1900 (East Linton: Tuckwell Press, 1998).
� George Douglas Campbell, the 8th Duke of Argyll officially gained the position in 1847, but due to his father’s ill health he was unofficially running the estate from the previous year, so I have chosen this date as a more accurate representation of his involvement. 


� T. M. Devine, Clanship to Crofters’ War: The Social Transformation of the Scottish Highlands (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1994). 


J. Hunter, The Making of the Crofting Community (Edinburgh: John Donald Publishers, 1995).


E. Richards, Debating the Highland Clearances (Edinburgh University Press: Edinburgh, 2007).


� T. M. Devine, The Great Highland Famine (Edinburgh: John Donald Publishers, 1988).


I. M. M. MacPhail, The Crofters’ War (Stornoway: Acair, 1989).


� D. E. Meek, ‘The Rebellious Island: Unlocking the History of the Land Struggle in Tiree’ in The Secret Island: Towards a History of Tiree (Kershader: Islands Book Trust, 2014).





� L. Gouriévidis, The Dynamics of Heritage: History, Memory and the Highland Clearances (Farnham: Ashgate, 2010), pp. ix, 6. 


� E. Richards, Debating the Highland Clearances, p. 49. 


� ibid, p. 50.


� The Napier Commission, Vol. 3, (1883), p. 2133, West Highland College, accessed at https://www.whc.uhi.ac.uk/research/napier-commission, accessed on [21/10/17].


� Duke of Argyll, Crofts and Farms in the Hebrides: An account of the management of an island estate for 130 years (Edinburgh: Ballantyne, 1883), pp. 58, 60.


� J. Hunter, ‘Sheep and Deer: Highland Sheep Farming, 1850-1900’, Northern Scotland, Vol. 1, 1972, p. 201. 


� Society for the Benefit of the Sons and Daughters of the Clergy, The New Statistical Account (Edinburgh: William Blackwood and Sons, 1845), pp. 213, 214, accessed at https://archive.org/stream/b21365805_0007, accessed on [01/05/18].


� T. M. Devine, Scotland’s Empire 1600-1815 (London: Penguin Books, 2003), p. 124. 


� E. Richards, Debating the Highland Clearances, p. 95. 


� T. M. Devine, The Great Highland Famine, p. 228.


� T. M. Devine, Clanship to Crofters’ War, p. 45.


The Napier Commission, Vol. 3, (1883), p. 2139.  


J. Hunter, The Making of the Crofting Community, p. 30.


� The Duke of Argyll, The Unity of Nature (London: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1885), p. 423. 


J. M. Pullen, ‘Robert Malthus’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), accessed at http://www.oxforddnb.com, accessed on [10/4/18].


� P. Gray, The Irish Famine (London: Thames & Hudson, 2007), p. 35. 


� Sir John Sinclair, The Statistical Account of Scotland (Edinburgh: William Creech, 1791), accessed at https://archive.org/details/statisticalacco01sincgoog, accessed on [01/05/18].


� T. M. Devine, Exploring the Scottish Past: Themes in the History of Scottish Society (East Linton: Tuckwell Press, 1995) p. 165. 


� Inveraray Castle Archives, Bundle 882, Letter from John Campbell to the Duke of Argyll, 23rd December 1846. 


Duke of Argyll, Crofts and Farms in the Hebrides, p. 20.


� T. M. Devine, To The Ends of the Earth: Scotland’s Global Diaspora, 1750-2010 (London: Penguin Books, 2012), p. 121. 


� T. M. Devine, The Great Highland Famine, p. 235. 


� ibid, p. 233.


ICA, Bundle 1558, Letter from the Duke of Argyll, 5th May 1851.


� ���������������� Duke of Argyll, Crofts and Farms in the Hebrides, p. 23. 


� ICA, Bundle 1804, List of Tenants to be serves notices of removal, 1850. 


� ICA, Bundle 1335, Letter from Campbell to Duke of Argyll, 27th February 1849.  


� ICA, Bundle 1804, List of Passengers on board Conrad from Tiree going to Montreal, 1851. 


ICA, Bundle 1805, Mattresses from JM Watt, 4th July 1851.


ICA, Bundle 1805, Grain order signed by J. Campbell, 8th July 1851.


� ICA, Bundle 1805, Letter to the Duke of Argyll, 11th July 1851.


� ICA, Bundle 1805, Letter to the Duke of Argyll from Sir John McNeill, 21st November 1863. (Sir John McNeill, appointed the Chairman of the Board of Supervision in 1845, was responsible for implementing the new Scottish Poor Law Act, and is therefore a well informed individual on this subject). H. M. Chichester, ‘Sir John McNeill’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), accessed at http://www.oxforddnb.com, accessed on [10/4/18]. 


� L. MacDougall, personal correspondence, 14th April 2018. 


� C. Jones and W. McLeod, ‘Standards and Differences: Languages in Scotland 1707-1918’, in Enlightenment, Britain and Empire, ed. I. Brown (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2006), p. 22. 


� C. W. J. Withers, Urban Highlanders: Highland-Lowland Migration and Urban Gaelic Culture, 1700-1900 (East Linton: Tuckwell Press, 1998), p. 207. 


� ibid, pp. 160, 186, 208. 


� 2011 Census Canada, Statistics Canada, accessed at http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011, accessed on [10/4/18].


� Bartholomew Survey Atlas, National Library of Scotland, accessed at http://maps.nls.uk/view/74401064, accessed on [10/4/18].


� Union with England Act, 1707; Act of Proscription 1746, accessed at http://www.legislation.gov.uk, accessed on [10/4/18].


� A. Broadie, The Scottish Enlightenment (Edinburgh: Birlinn House, 1997), p. 10. 


� D. Stewart, Sketches of the Highlanders of Scotland (Edinburgh: John Donald Publishers, 1977), p. 141. 


� P. Gaskell, Morvern Transformed: A Highland Parish in the Nineteenth Century (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1968), p. 23. 


� T. M. Devine, Clanship to Crofters’ War, p.64. 


� ibid, p 64. 


�( ’45 refers to the Battle of Culloden) ibid, p.11. 


� Richards, Debating the Highland Clearances, p. 84. 


�W. Scott, The Lady of the Lake (London: Longman, 1810).


W. Scott, Rob Roy (London: Longman, 1817). 


� S. Oliver, ‘Looking back upon a Highland prospect: Scott, The Lady of the Lake, and the Lowland/Celtic Fringe’, in Romanticism’s Debateable Lands, ed. C. Lamont and M. Rossington (London: Palgrave, 2007), p. 45.


� R. Clyde, From Rebel to Hero: The Image of the Highlander 1745-1830 (East Linton: Tuckwell Press, 1998), p. 128. 


� M. Chapman, The Gaelic Vision in Scottish Culture (London: Croom-Helm, 1979), p. 13. 


� T. M. Devine, Clanship to Crofters’ War, p. 98. 


� M. Fry, Wild Scots (London: Hodder Headline, 2005), pp. 158-9


�D. G. Brown, ‘The Highland Clearances and Politics of Memory’, unpublished PhD thesis, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (2014), p. 35. 


� The terms factor and chamberlain are both used to discuss the same position, but I will refer to the individual as a factor to prevent confusion. 


� I. D. Whyte, Scotland before the Industrial Revolution (New York: Longman Group, 1995), p. 173. 


� A. Chitnis, The Scottish Enlightenment (London: Croom Helm, 1976), p. 5. 


T. M. Devine, Scotland’s Empire: 1600 -1815, p. 112.


� J. Hunter, The Making of the Crofting Community, p. 161. 


� Duke of Argyll, Crofts and Farms in the Hebrides, pp. 7, 31. 


� K. M. Mulhern, 'The Intellectual Duke: George Douglas Campbell, 8th Duke of Argyll, 1823-1900,' unpublished PhD thesis, University of Edinburgh (2006), p. 48.


� Duke of Argyll, Crofts and Farms in the Hebrides, pp. 28-29. 


� ibid, p. 43. 


� ibid, p. 44. 


� Napier Commission (1883), Vol. III, p. 2132. 


� ibid, p. 2162. 


� Creegen E. R. and D. Sinclair, Oral Testimony: John Campbell, the Bàillidh Mòr, (57979), Tobar an Dualchais, accessed at, http://www.tobarandualchais.co.uk/en/fullrecord/57979/1, accessed on [10/4/18].


� As an example, this website lists a number of overseas societies each with their own publications. Clan Campbell Societies, Inveraray Castle, accessed at https://www.inveraray-castle.com/clan-campbell/clan-campbell-societies, accessed on [10/4/18].


� ‘The Late Mr Campbell of Ardfenaig’, Oban Times, 7th September 1872. 


� I. D. Whyte, Scotland before the Industrial Revolution, p. 254.


� Napier Commission (1883), Vol. III, p. 2143. 


� Tiree Census 1861, Ref: NRS 551/18/11, p.11, accessed at https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, accessed on [02/4/18].


Tiree Census 1871, Ref: NRS 551/18/12, p. 12, accessed at https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, accessed on [02/4/18].


� Napier Commission (1883), Vol. III, pp. 2175. 


� E. Ross, Cumha a’ Bhaillidh Mhor/ Lament for the Factor Mòr,  in Tuath is Tighearna/ Tenants and Landlords, ed. D. E. Meek (Edinburgh: Scottish Academic Press, 1995), pp. 77, 204. 


�R. Campbell, ‘John Campbell: 1801-1872’, in Clan Campbell Magazine (2008), provided by An Iodhlann.


�E. R. Creegen and D. Sinclair, Oral Testimony: Tiree Factors and their treatment (57463), Tobar an Dualchais, accessed at http://tobarandualchais.co.uk/en/fullrecord/57463/1, accessed on [10/4/18].


� L. Gouriévidis, The Dynamics of Heritage: History, Memory and the Highland Clearances, p. 28. 


� Inveraray Castle Archives, Bundle 1805, Letter from John Campbell to the Duke of Argyll, 26th April 1851.


�I was unable to find a copy of the poem written by ‘Fear-siubhail’ or ‘Traveller’ in 1868, but Meek discusses it in his text, his knowledge originating from an oral source. Tuath is Tighearna/ Tenants and Landlords, p. 78. 


E. R. Creegen and D. Sinclair, Oral Testimony: The Potato Blight in Tiree (66984), Tobar an Dualchais, accessed at http://tobarandualchais.co.uk/en/fullrecord/66984/15, accessed on [10/4/18].


� ‘The Late Mr Campbell of Ardfenaig’, 7th September 1872. 


� E. R. Creegen and D. Sinclair, Oral Testimony: The Potato Blight in Tiree (66984), Tobar an Dualchais. 


� A. McKenzie, The Highland Clearances (Glasgow: P.J. O’Callaghan, 1883), p. 20, accessed at https://archive.org/details/historyofhighlan00mackrich, accessed on [10/4/18].


� E. Richards, The Highland Clearances (Edinburgh: Birlinn, 2000), p. 11.


� T. M. Devine, The Great Highland Famine, p. 24.


� M. Fry, Wild Scots, p. 152.


� Author throws down gauntlet on ‘Clearances Myth’, The Scotsman, 7th March 2005.


� E. Richards, Debating the Highland Clearances. 


T. M. Devine, Clanship to Crofters’ War. 


� J. Hunter, Set Adrift Upon the World: The Sutherland Clearances (Edinburgh: Birlinn, 2016). 


� ibid, p. 268. 


� The Napier Commission, Vol. 3, (1883), p. 2164. 


� J. MacLean, Teachdairean na Bànrighinn/ The Queen’s Commissioners, in Tuath is Tighearna/ Tenants and Landlords, pp. 126-7, 238-9. 


� Creegen E. R. and D. Sinclair, Oral Testimony: John Campbell, the Bàillidh Mòr, (57979), Tobar an Dualchais. 


� Napier Commission (1883), Vol. III, p. 2199. 


� Duke of Argyll, Crofts and Farms in the Hebrides, p. 67. 


� E. R. Creegen and S. Campbell, Oral Testimony: Factors in Tiree (60294), Tobar an Dualchais, accessed at http://tobarandualchais.co.uk/en/fullrecord/60294/3, accessed on [10/4/18].


� Napier Commission (1883). 


Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Act (1886), accessed at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1886/29/pdfs/ukpga_18860029_en.pdf, accessed on [10/4/18].


� E. A. Cameron, ‘Journalism in the Late Victoria Highlands’, Victorian Periodicals Review, Vol. 40 No. 4 (2007), p. 281. 


� A. G. Newby, ‘Land and the “Crofter Question” in nineteenth-century Scotland’, International Review of Scottish Studies, Vol. 35 (2010), p. 16. 


� Third Reform Act (1884), accessed at https://www.parliament.uk, accessed on [10/4/18].


C. Bingham, Beyond the Highland Line (London: Constable, 1991), p. 194.


� ICA, Bundle 907, Letter from Hugh MacDiarmid to the Duke of Argyll, 29th December 1884. 


ICA, Bundle 906, Letter from Hugh MacDiarmid to the Duke of Argyll, 14th April 1884.


� ICA, Bundle 906, Letter from Hugh MacDiarmid to the Duke of Argyll, 29th November 1884.


� I. Fraser Grigor, Mightier than the Lord: The Struggle for the Crofters Act of 1886 (Luton: Andrews, 2014), p. 38.  


� A. D. Cameron, Go Listen to the Crofters (Stornoway: Acair, 1990), p. 59.


�ibid, p. 59. 


� ibid, p. 123. 


� D. E. Meek, ‘The Rebellious Island: Unlocking the History of the Land Struggle in Tiree’, p. 160


�National Records of Scotland, Bundle JC26/1886/294, High Court indictment against Alexander McLean, Colin Henderson, Hector McDonald, John Sinclair, George William Campbell, John McFadyen, Gilbert McDonald, and Donald McKinnon. 


� ICA, Bundle 907, Letter to the Duke of Argyll, 14th August 1886. 


� J. Hunter, The Making of the Crofting Community, p. 165. 


� This bill is also known as the First Home Rule Bill. A. Jackson, Ireland: 1798-1998 (Oxford: John Wiley & Sons, 2010), p. 128. 


� I. M. M. MacPhail, The Crofters’ War, p. 189. 


� ‘The Tiree Expedition’, The Scotsman, 23rd July 1886. 


� I. M. M. MacPhail, The Crofters’ War, p. 189.  


� Devine, Clanship to Crofters’ War, p. 219. 


� NRS, Bundle JC26/1886/294, High Court Indictment: court account. 


�J. Hunter, The Making of the Crofting Community, p. 165.


� NRS, Bundle JC26/1886/294, High Court Indictment. 


� ‘The Release of the Tiree Crofters Demanded’, Fife Herald, 17th November 1886. 


�J. MacLean, Oran nam Prìosanach/ Song about the Prisoners, in Tuath is Tighearna/ Tenants and Landlords, ed. D. E. Meek (Edinburgh: Scottish Academic Press, 1995), pp. 158-9, 260-1.  


� ‘Refusal to Release the Prisoners, Greenock Telegraph and Clyde Shipping Gazette’, 22nd January 1887. 


� D. E. Meek, ‘The Rebellious Island: Unlocking the History of the Land Struggle in Tiree’, p. 168. 


� J. Hunter, The Making of the Crofting Community, p. 181. 


� C. Bingham, Beyond the Highland Line, p. 194. 


� Applications for the enlargement of holdings, in Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Act (1886), p. 67. 


� T. M. Devine, Clanship to Crofters’ War, p. 232. 


� The modern day Crofters Commission is now located on Tiree continues to strive for increased support of the crofting communities. Crofters Commission, Crofting People and Politics (Argyll: Argyll Publishing, 2005). 





PAGE  
viii

