Chapter one – Introduction
Background
The term knife crime is described as any crime involving the use of a knife or other bladed articles which can be used in various forms (College of Policing, 2021). Knife crime is consistently on the increase with certain boroughs including Haringey, Enfield and Barnet. Davison (2024) states that the statistics of the boroughs include Haringey with highest statistic of 632 incidents followed by Enfield having 599 and Barnet having 399 incidents. One of the main reasons this topic has been chosen is to discover why these incidents are always escalating and how statistics are becoming higher and if the Police strategies the Metropolitan Police are using are one of the reasons such as stop and search. (BBC,2021) suggests that the stop and search techniques are not as effective as the Metropolitan Police would have expected it to be as it does not target the individuals involved who are a high risk of this crime and may be conducting stop and search on individuals who are not involved which can wastes the Police’s time which will have a negative impact on the service. This gathers that the Police should suggest a different strategy to see positive results as the stop and search strategy does not stop individuals committing this crime meaning confidence in the police could decrease.
Aim and Objectives
The aim of the topic is to discuss the increase of knife crime and the issues this is causing within North London and the strategies the Police are using to prevent this major ongoing crime. One of the objectives is to identify why knife crime is on the increase and how this has become a major issue quickly across the boroughs of North London. This objective will be conducted using a literature review by discovering multiple sources to link to the research question and how knife crime has escalated in North London. Another objective is to identify if the strategies the metropolitan police are using are effective and efficient as the strategies can also be compared to discover which strategies are reliable. This objective will also be conducted using a literature review by identifying the positive and negative impacts on the strategies the police use to decrease knife crime within the boroughs chosen. The final objective is to evaluate the impact knife crime has on victims within local communities around the boroughs such as Haringey, Enfield and Barnet and how these boroughs are supported. This objective will be conducted by providing a questionnaire to members of the public to gather their thoughts on knife crime within North London and potentially how members of the public within the North London boroughs feel about knife crime in their area to see if the police are doing their job to the highest standards that the public expect or if improvements are needed as soon as possible.
Methods
One of the methods conducted will be a literature review for objectives one and two. The literature review will consist of relevant literature involving major issues with knife crime in the boroughs of North London and to discover the relevant literature involving multiple strategies used to tackle the issue. The literature review will support the research question by providing information prior to the topic. According to Snyder (2019) a literature review is a key method to use gain a better understanding or improvement of knowledge on a topic chosen. Another method to be considered will be a questionnaire using the quantitative method for the research for objective three. This method is essential as the questionnaire can gather information such as dissimilar opinions about the topic as members of the public will have different aspects on the type of crime involved within the discussion providing an easy way to collect data. Naser (2024) states that a quantitative survey provides multiple opinions on a topic which can be used to see how opinions can differ from other members of the public's perspective. Another reason this survey is important is because the survey can show the views from an individual between 18 – 25 and 55 – 64 to provide a variety of answers. This dissertation will be completed in a timeframe of 8 months. The questionnaire will consist of a minimum of 50 participants with participants all being over the age of 18. The questionnaire will be produced on Microsoft forms and shared with members of the public by social media platforms.
Conclusion
In conclusion, Knife Crime within North London is worthy for the dissertation as it is causing many major issues for members of the public in North London each day. This is a major issue because as many case studies can be found online providing information of an incident. According to Gray (2025) “Two people have been rushed to hospital after being stabbed in the dead of night on a residential North London road.” This gathers that multiple reports online can be found due to the number of incidents that occur in and around the borough of Barnet.  Another reason is that members of the public have easy access to knives such as machetes gathering that the public can fear for their safety within London meaning that there is potential loss of trust and confidence within the Metropolitan Police service. There are consistent reports of knife crime that are ongoing meaning that statistics are increasing which shows how common knife crime has become around boroughs of North London. 
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