Contemporary issues in the public service.
The contemporary issue that we have decided to research in detail as a group is substance abuse and substance misuses within the UK. This will require us to research different aspects of substance abuse such as how it is portrayed within the media?  why substance abuse is on the rise, and what the UK government is doing to tackle substance abuse and are their efforts working. 
The role that I play in this research will be analysing the aspects regarding to the Governments response and analysing the effectiveness of their efforts to reduce substance abuse and misuse. When discussing substance abuse within the presentation we are not limiting the research to drug substances however, that will be the key area of focus. 
Firstly the UK government has been aware of the rapidly growing issue of drug misses and drug abuse, a personal statement from former Prime Minister Tony Blair from the Governments ten year scheme to tackling drug misuse Blair believes that in order to build a better Britain the UK Government and its people must first break the viscous cycle of substance abuse that is destroying families and communities across the UK. This shows us that the UK had understood and identified that there was a problem and came up with a long-term strategy to tackle the issue. 
Further on in the plans report we are told that the scheme is based on firm enforcement when dealing with drugs, and a key focus on prevention strategies. In addition, the ten-year scheme is built upon 4 key elements to tackle, including: young people, communities, treatment and availability, each element has its own unique set of goal requirements for the Government to complete. 
Each of these four elements within the scheme are designed with unique ways to tackle drug misuse, the goal with young people in the UK is to help them to resist the feeling of needing drugs and to resist a life that involves drug misuse to allow the young people of the UK to thrive in society, the next is to protect communities from the life that comes with drug use such as anti-social behaviour and criminal activity. One of the big focuses of the plan is treatment, if the government are not able to prevent drug misuse from occurring then treatment toward drug and substance abuse is needed, such as treatment centres. We know that treatment to drugs is a key focus for the government as a furthermore record breaking 780 million pound has been invested into rebuilding drug treatment centres in the UK. (GOV.UK, 2021) and finally availability, the UK plans to limit the availability and limit the access that people must drugs in hope to prevent the problem before it happens. One of the biggest flaws with old legislation is that the narrative was changed from the war on drugs to the war on drug users, and that those who are vulnerable to drug misuse did not receive the proper care and treatment, instead they received strict punishments. That is why millions of British pounds are being spent on creating treatment centres for vulnerable people, as the war is on drugs and not most drug users. And the UK has since recognised that the people in volved in drug misuse need help and not punishment. (Young,L) 
This ten-year plan was introduced by the Government in 1998 therefore means that revisions must have been made to the plan to continue the fight on drugs today. that is why the UK’s fight on drugs has not come to an end and the UK emergency services as well as other organisations are coming up with new innovative ideas to tackle drug crime. An example of this is the recent influx of funding into project ADDER, the project is built around setting a wide approach to tackling drug crime by increasing resources and funding to law enforcement that is set out to dismantling organised crime related to drugs.(Home Office, GOV.UK,2021) The report of project ADDER by the Home Office highlights the effectiveness of the project and the work it has already accomplished, since the introduction of the project more than 750 vulnerable people are now being safeguarded and protected from the life of drugs, as well as over £1.5 million pound in cash that has been seized by authorities.
 This is evidence that shows us that the funding and the resources are working to combat drug crime and protecting people from a life of crime, it shows us that the plans that have been put In place by the Government and supporting organisations are effective in stopping crime and helping those who wish to avoid or leave the life of drugs. We have seen the positive impact that newer and reformed drug policies and plans have had such as project ADDER and the funding in the drug treatment centres, however there has criticism in regards to older pieces of legislation in comparison to the progress and to the newer pieces of legislation that we see in today’s society. 
In an article written by Young,L the author describes the policies as counterproductive and tells us that the old legislation was too focused on punishing drug users and not on stopping the supply of drugs itself, giving punishment to vulnerable people who were involved in a life of drug misuse  rather than giving them the opportunity to improve their life. Young’s theory of the old legislation being regarded as inferior to the newer work being done is supported through the changes and reform that has been done to the misuse of drugs act of 1971 which was regarded as one of the biggest pieces of early legislation in the war on drugs in the UK. (Home Office, GOV.UK,2013) 
Measuring success in the war on drugs is very difficult as there are many different aspects to measure, such as how many vulnerable people are now safeguarded by the Government? , are drugs harder to acquire since the introduction of new plans and laws? And finally, can you measure the success of fighting drugs by looking at how many people are in jail or in programmes for committing drug related crimes? 
Success according to the ten year drug scheme is measured in reducing the percentage of repeating offenders involved in drug misuse, reducing the level of drug related crime within the UK and reduce the number of deaths and injuries that are drug related. The key aspects to take away from this section of the research and presentation is that the UK are still dedicated to fighting drug misuse and are still increasing funding and resources to ensure that the UK’s public services tasked with drug misuse have the necessary resources required. The UK’s war on drugs and substance abuse and misuse is one that may take years even decades to win, however as we have seen the UK is making considerable progress in safeguarding vulnerable people and in stopping drug and substance abuse from ruing lives and communities.
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