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Brief Overview
The aim of this essay is to find out if looked after children, (LAC) have the correct and relevant support within in school. Does the child have the resources they need to ensure the development is meeting necessary milestones, and also if they meet the average government requirements?  The study was carried out by gathering qualitative data such as a questionnaire which was sent to three local counties and two consortiums.  The research is then reviewed and analysed to be able to see the outcome, and make out the relevant information needed to make a concise conclusion.  The data received was that all of the schools provide some sort of intervention to help support the child, although most of the these were led by the teaching assistants (TA).  Looking at all the data gathered the reader can see that LAC is provided with support but it is mostly carried out during core subjects and non-core subjects so if the child is taken out of a subject they like and do well in can lead to a detrimental effect on the child during school and can lead to behavioural problems and other additional learning needs.  The essay will then reach a conclusion on whether LAC in school get the relevant support and resources. 

Introduction
This assignment will look at the rights of children; this very much a vital and important part of school now more than it has ever had been before.  It will also look at the importance of equality, diversity and inclusion.  The assignment will especially look at how LAC in schools get the support and resources they need to excel and if they are getting enough support and resources.  The research carried out will be done by gathering data.  All the data gathered from the questionnaire with regards to LAC and if they get the correct support and resources they need while in school and if they do how they get that support in school with the main focus point being if that approach is inclusive.  The essay will show a critical analysis of various different theories and approaches showing arguments for and against.
First the essay will look at what type of research will be used to gather the data such as the qualitative and quantitative data. Secondly, the essay will look at how to carry out the correct research to get best out the data, how you need to comply with correct government procedures such as an ethics form.  Also, ensuring the safety of the data gathered ensuring it doesn’t get lost.  Thirdly the essay will then look at the data gathered using excel to input data so it is easier to read and interpret.  Next the writer will look various documents from the government databases and theories to show a critical analysis of how the data is interoperated.  Lastly coming to a conclusion to show how the research can change to make things even better for the LAC in school. 

‘The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
sets out the human rights of every person under eighteen this the view point of the UNICEF UK (2019, p1) This organisation is based on charitable donations from the public. They work with many other organisations promoting children, and young people’s human rights.  They have created many articles fifty-four of them supporting children’s rights.  They emphasise that children should be heard and listened too; many schools now support and acknowledge this and give the children the opportunity to say what they want to learn they call this pupil voice.  This action supports children with additional learning needs (ALN) also by ensuring that practices within in schools is inclusive for everyone to access and to learn without feeling left out.  The Welsh Government supports this movement as they have been trying to make education in Wales inclusive by working with local authorities to develop other cultures, practices and policies to allow all children of very different backgrounds to feel included. (Welsh Government 2016).  Graham Donaldson’s new ‘Successful Futures’ curriculum supports this movement of children’s rights within the school’s system to discusses that The Rights of Children and Young Person’s (Wales) who hold the Welsh Ministers accountable for the substantive rights and obligation to put the rights in school that the UNCRC have listed. (Graham Donaldson, 2015).  The new document ‘Draft Additional Learning Needs Code’ by the Welsh Government also supports children’s right in school as in the document it discusses that children are more vulnerable to abuse and neglect and exploitation, so it is very important that these children are heard and know about their rights which is where teaching practitioners can inform children about them.  Children are very dependent on adults especially their caregiver to look after and nurture their needs, which again is one their rights.  One of the articles talks about children’s right to be heard.  (Welsh Government, 2018)
In many schools across Wales they have school councils and pupils’ voice, this is when pupils can voice their own opinions and ideas about the school or their learning.  In the school that the writer attended for Placement.  There were many aspects of pupils’ voice being heard.  The school held weekly school council meetings for children to discuss aspects of the school that they wish to change.  The children also discuss at the start of term which topic to choose what they want to learn as class, the class teacher did this as a vote and made sure every member of the class was in when this took place to ensure everyone was included as there were many children with additional learning needs who had support from their one to one tutor and they were supported through the discussions and made to feel part of the class.  

The research carried out focused on the inclusion of LAC within schools in Wales.  The research was put into place by looking at various different ways to gather data.  There was qualitative research which is when you explore an outcome to gain understanding of opinions, ideas and reasons why there is a problem.  This type of research normally has small sample group and is carried by group discussions, individual interviews and through short observations.  (DeFranzo, 2019) The advantages for this type of research is that the data gathered can generate a lot more detail and be evaluated to higher quality.  Research carried out by Ayres (2019) showed that data is based on human experience and observations which she believes to be more beneficial as it is taken at the present time which could be seen as more accurate.  On the other hand, Opdenakker (2004) disagrees with Ayres and believes this type of research can be bias and can lead to people’s different interpretation of things.  Therefore the research can be swayed by people’s different ideas making it not as accurate.  
     The other type of research is quantitative research this when data is gathered numerically or can put into statistics at the end.  This research has a larger sample group than the qualitative research.  This research uses data to formulate facts and also shows various patterns forming within the data collected, the research gathered is much more structured than that of the qualitative research.  Method used would include interviews with a person on a one to one basis or over the telephone, various different surveys, online polls and longitudinal studies/observations over a length of time.  (Wright, 2006) 
     The research method used for this study was qualitative as the group decided to do an online questionnaire as this would be the best fit as you can target the correct audience, the results are quick, it is more accurate and when the data is gathered from the questionnaire it can be used to compare and contrast the research to see if it is easier to interpret. 

After creating the questionnaire online using Microsoft Forms.  The next step was to send it to all the various schools around the chosen areas.  Before sending the questionnaire, the group needed to make sure it was ethically correct and to ensure the group was following the correct procedure using the university guidelines.  The group needed to ensure that they followed The EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) as this part of the legal requirements when carrying out research with regards to data, if not then the group could face legal action.  Voigt and von dem Bussche, (2017, p7) stated that the ‘GDPR was to enforce law on 25 May 2018 – and organisations that are not compliant could now face heavy fines’.  The group also had to follow British Educational Research Association (BERA) when doing this research this association is always trying to advance research quality.  BERA’s main goal is to inform the development of any policies and practices do this they provide a high quality of evidence which is produced by educational research. (BERA, 2019) (See appendix 54 – Group file)

The group provided a covering letter to be attached to the questionnaire, this covering letter is a small brief description of what the research is going to be about and it also states that if the audience wish not to complete they have right to opt out of doing so.  The letter explains that all data will be collected anonymously and will only be used in this study when the data is gathered and analysed the data will be removed the database and be destroyed.  (See Appendix 51 – Group File)

The main focus of this research is to see whether an inclusive approach to supporting the needs of LAC is practiced in schools in South Wales.  According to the Welsh Government (2014, p3) ‘No child in Wales should be disadvantaged by poverty and inequality’   One organisation that supports the Welsh Government is the ‘Children in Wales’ who aim to support children and young people in Wales by ensuring special treatment and attention is given to the children who need help and support such as LAC.  They also champion that children should have voice and have rights which is in support with UNCIEF policies. (Children in Wales, 2019) 
On the contrary Day (2017) discusses that children need to have their voice heard but practitioners need to be careful where the line is drawn in regards to who is ultimately in charge.  There needs to careful consideration taken when giving pupils a voice which is ensuring everyone gets heard and has the opportunity to say what they want.  Making sure it is inclusive for all pupils from different backgrounds to get a chance.  More often than not LAC are labelled for problematic behaviour and therefore many of the children are removed from mainstream school and placed in various units.  LAC say that they often do not feel heard this is according to research carried out by the Children’s Commissioner (2018).
Figure 1 Question one - What is your job description?
















This graph looks at who responded to the questionnaire and what job they have within in the school.  This is an important question as by looking at who responds we can see who is more likely to work with LAC and they will know more about the support given and if the practice is inclusive for them.  This particular research showed that more teachers responded to this question, this can be seen as very good point of view as the teacher is with the children every day and has a major influence on their lives.  (OFSTED, 2008) They also know the child well and give them the correct support if it is in place and hopefully if not refer the child to someone who can give them the correct support and inclusive practice into action.  LAC often find it difficult to trust adults due home life circumstance that may have happened to them, this make it more difficult for them to trust anyone.  The teacher becomes that reliable and more stable adult to the child but it can take a very long time for that trust to be gained.  





 











Figure 2 Question 2 - Which local authority is your school located in?


This pie chart shows that we had more responses from schools in Neath Port Talbot area than we did in there other two areas.  The problem with this data gathered is that because there was more response from Neath Port Talbot area the research will be more one sided and not a fair example.  There were also only six responses so the data gathered will therefore not a give fair representation of the local areas.  This data can be seen as to be bias to one area due to the number of responses given. Figure 3 Question five - Is your experience with LAC:


The graph shows whether the respondents experience with LAC is current or in the past.  This is a very important detail of the data that was gathered as it shows whether the number of LAC is rising in the last couple of years.  Also as the research is current it makes the data more reliable and that way we can interpret the data more accurately.  The data gathered showed that 83% of LAC have personal education plans (PEPs) in place which is a great statistic as this proves that LAC are getting support that they need and also making their time in school inclusive and making them feel like any other child in the class.  Although 17% of LAC do not have PEP’s which is quite high but in Wales the Welsh Government are working with organisations to ensure this comes down and children feel inclusive and safe while at school.  

Many research has shown that LAC also have some additional learning needs too.  The next graph proves this is correct by the data that was found. 
Figure 4 Question 8 - Do the LAC have any additional learning needs (ALN)?














Although this graph supports that many LAC also have ALN this is not a true representation as the data gathered was only done in three areas of Wales and there were only six respondents so it makes the data not accurate enough to be reliable.  On the other hand, other research has shown that some schools are inclusive to all pupils and other schools are very much exclusive to pupils.  Teachers have had training to help their knowledge and develop their skills further to help promote inclusive practice in schools.  Contrary to this some teachers have shown a lack of support and acted negatively to towards the change and therefore this has an impact on the children and the schools practice.  Barriers to inclusion are lack of government funding, staff training and resources.  (GLAZZARD, 2011) Cheminais (2004, p 7) suggest that ‘Parental resistance to inclusion was also evident within the context of this school and there was a strong feeling that the inclusion agenda was problematic’.Figure 5 Question 10 - Does your school provide any of these interventions for LAC?


This graph shows that schools provide the necessary support/interventions that LAC need when in school.  The graph shows that schools have emphasis on the nurture group and the ELSA to help LAC.  With LAC children, there needs to be focus on their emotional well-being and also the teacher and other staff member involved with that child should know their personal educational plan if there is one provided.  Statistics by the National Archives (2019) have shown LAC are eight times more likely to be permanently excluded than their peers.  Schools are working to make this number less each year by putting in the groups and interventions to help support the children when they need it.  The schools now have more Personal and Social Education (PSE) lessons than they did in previous years.  The lessons help children and young people from all different backgrounds have a sense of self-worth and have the confidence to complete daily tasks.  PSE lesson equip children to be more informed, skilled and confident to take responsibility in their own learning and becoming active and independent learners.  (Welsh Government, 2008) 
Graham Donaldson’s new curriculum that is coming to Wales called ‘Successful Futures’ support these lesson as the new curriculum has huge emphasis on well-being.  Donaldson suggest that ‘In addition children and young people in particular, but not exclusively, would like to see a greater focus on general social competences (life skills and personal confidence, personal and social education (PSE)’.  However, teachers have been reported saying ‘the weakness of teaching in PSHE education was the assessment of pupils’ learning’.  evidence found by Ofsted (2013, p5) which can be difficult to assess but children cannot learn properly if their well-being is not looked after first. 

















Figure 6 Question 11 - Who provides these interventions? 




From this graph, we can see that many of the interventions are taught by the LSA, which can be beneficial for the child if the LSA has the right training for the intervention.  Also, if the LSA is doing the intervention then he/she may be taken out of the class to do this possibly leaving other children who need support.  Many of the teaching assistants (TA) have seen an improvement of LAC who attend these groups and they have also seen that they become more confident within the class when answering questions and playing or working with their peers.  Research has shown that the teacher is given feedback 66.7% of the time which is a great help to them as they can then plan future progress to help the LAC with the support and resources that they need. 



Figure 7 Question 15 - If feedback is received, how is this communicated?

35% of the feedback given to the teacher is done so via verbal communication between the TA and the teacher.  Verbal feedback is given to ensure the teacher knows what went on in the intervention group they need to know the information in order to future plan effectively.   
‘The most powerful single modification that enhances achievement is feedback. ‘The simplest prescription for improving education must be ‘dollops’ of feedback’ (Hattie, 2010, p26) Feedback in schools is vital for children to progress further.  LAC need more reassurance and more feedback given to build their confidence and self-esteem.  In order for inclusive practice to work in school there needs to be an emphasis on the whole school approach.  This is when the whole school is working as a cohort to ensure all children from different backgrounds and children with ALN such as LAC get the support they need and to make them feel included in daily school life.  For inclusion to work in school there does however need to be a willingness from the staff and also the community to allow children of all different needs to access the school in an inclusive way.  (Agius Ferrante, 2012) Within in the school the children need to have the ability to access everything other children have and also have access to the right resources and support depending on their various needs. (Hardman, Drew and Egan, 2010)

In Wales, there is Pupil Development Grant which schools have access to use to help with funding for the school.  The fund is mainly for children from deprived backgrounds the main goal is to improve attainment levels in school.  However, research gathered from schools show a different outlook on how the money is being spent. 
Figure 8 Question 24 - Is the Pupil Development Grant for LAC used to provide any of the following in your school? 




This graph does show that the grant is mainly used for the purpose of what it is intended to be used for such as the intervention groups for children to attend and also the additional staff required for this type of intervention.  According to the National Assembly for Wales (2019) ‘The grant costs £94 million per year’ but reports from Estyn show only two thirds of schools in Wales use the money effectively.  Which is very high and unfair to the children who need that support such as the LAC.  The grant is there to make attainment levels higher but if pupils aren’t getting the right support they cannot achieve their full potential.  However, before 2018 the grant did not include LAC but that rule changed in September 2018 as it will be available for children in Reception up to in year seven pupils, also including LAC in all of these age groups. (Children in Wales, 2019) On the other hand within the research carried out one respondent contradicted this by stating ‘Sadly due to funding, LAC Education team have lost employees which means that much needed support for LAC children is no longer available’.  Which is not helpful for the LAC as they need that extra support in school to reach their full potential in their education and also their personal and wellbeing. (See Appendix 53 – Group File) 

Conclusion 
In the future further research may be carried in relation to LAC.  The research carried out in the future would be more beneficial if the children were interviewed to gather their perspective of how they believe they are supported and also through going into schools for observations as this will gather more accurate data.  The research showed a positive attitude from staff in regards to further inclusive practice in the schools.  It showed that for inclusive practice to work there needs to be a whole school approach and also help and support from the wider community in order to challenge stereotypes.  It also showed that although funding is there for the schools it is not necessarily being used in the correct manner in which it is intended for.  In the future Estyn have been reported saying they will do more in order ensure the money from the grant will be used for the correct support and resources, especially as the research has shown there is an increase in the number of LAC in Wales.  In the future LAC need to have the support they need to succeed.  The schools with LAC ensured that they had access to the support and resources which help them participate and reach their full potential, this is important for their further education into secondary school and beyond.  Research showed that these school did their best to focus on their needs with the funding that they received.  The schools have supported an ethos of a whole school approach to inclusive practice and also to educated the wider community to prevent stereotypes being made and passed down the generation line.  LAC have increased in Wales but the Government are doing what they can to help the children throughout their early lives.  Best practice is seen and recognised through feedback from other agencies and then given to local authorities.  In the future, there needs to more understanding of LAC, the Government is working on training for foster carers to help them understand how the child’s brain has developed and to understand the trauma that the child may have suffered by doing this the carers can have better understanding of the child they are caring for. (ESTYN, 2016)
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Do the LAC have any additional learning needs (ALN)?


Yes	No 	4.0	2.0	

Does your school provide any of these interventions for LAC? (Please select all that apply)

Lexia	Toe by Toe	Catch up numeracy	Nurture	Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA)	Other	1.0	2.0	2.0	4.0	6.0	3.0	Support Groups 


Number



Who provides these interventions? (Please select all that apply)

LSA / LSO / TA	Teacher	Specialist intervention trained adult	Other	6.0	2.0	3.0	2.0	Person who does the intervention.


Number



If feedback is received, how is this communicated? (Please select all that apply)


Verbally	Written	Electronically	Numerical Data	Other	6.0	5.0	3.0	3.0	0.0	

Graph showing Pupil Development Grant for LAC used in schools to provide any of the following in your school.

Intervention	After school clubs	Breakfast clubs	Additional staff	Resources	Other	5.0	1.0	3.0	4.0	0.0	1.0	Groups 


Number



Graph to show job discription of people who responded.

Teacher	Learning Support Officer (LSO) / Teaching Assistant (TA)	Intervention support	Senior Leadership Team (SLT)	Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator (SENCO)	Headteacher	Other	4.0	0.0	0.0	2.0	1.0	0.0	1.0	Job Title 


Number of responses 



Chart to show which local authority responded to the quesionnnaire.


Bridgend 	Neath Port Talbot	Swansea	1.0	3.0	2.0	

Graph to show if experience with LAC is recent. 

Current 	Within 1-2 years	Within 3-5 years	More than 5 years	4.0	2.0	0.0	0.0	years 


Number 



image1.tiff
References

Agius Ferrante, C. (2012). A case study of inclusion and diversity: a whole
school approach using the social model of disability. Phd. University of

Northumbria.

Ayres, C. (2019). 23 Advantages and Disadvantages of Qualitative Research.
[online] Vittana.org. Available at: https://vittana.org/23-advantages-and-
disadvantages-of-qualitative-research [Accessed 25 Apr. 2019).

BERA. (2019). British Education Research Association. [online] Available at:
https://www.bera.ac.uk/ [Accessed 28 Apr. 2019].

Cheminais, R. (2004). How to create the inclusive classroom. London: David
Fulton Publishers, pp.5 - 12.

Children in Wales. (2019). Home - Children in Wales. [online] Available at:
http:/ /www.childreninwales.org.uk/ [Accessed 28 Apr. 2019].

Children in Wales. (2019). Welsh Government to extend Pupil Development
Grant, 25/06/2018 [W] - Children in Wales. [online] Available at:
http:/ /www.childreninwales.org.uk/news/news-archive/welsh-government-

extend-pupil-development-grant-25062018-w/ [Accessed 29 Apr. 2019].

Children’s Commissioner (2018). Voices of Children in Foster Care. London:

Children’s Commissioner.

Day, A. (2017). Hearing the voice of looked after children: challenging
current assumptions and knowledge about pathways into offending. Safer
Communities, [online] 16(3), pp.122-133. Available at:
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/abs/10.1108/SC-01-2017-
0003?journalCode=sc [Accessed 28 Apr. 2019).

DeFranzo, S. (2019). Difference between qualitative and quantitative
research. [online] Snap Surveys Blog. Available at:




image2.tiff
https://www.snapsurveys.com/blog/qualitative-vs-quantitative-research/
[Accessed 25 Apr. 2019].

ESTYN (2016). Raising the attainment, achievement and aspiration. of children
who are looked after - a best practice report. Cardiff: Crown.

GLAZZARD, J. (2011). Perceptions of the barriers to effective inclusion in
one primary school: voices of teachers and teaching assistants. Support for
Learning, 26(2), pp.56-63.

Graham Donaldson (2015). Successful Futures. Cardiff: Crown, p.17.

Hardman, M., Drew, C. and Egan, M. (2010). Human Exceptionality: School,
Community, and Family. 10th ed. Belmont, CA, USA: Cengage Learning Inc.

Hattie, J. (2010). Visible learning. London: Routledge.

National Archives. (2019). Official statistics - Data, research and statistics.
[online] Available at:
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402190820/ http:/ /www
_education. gov.uk/researchandstatistics/statistics [Accessed 28 Apr. 2019].

National Assembly for Wales. (2019). Pupil Development Grant needs to be
better targeted and monitored to ensure value for money, says National
Assembly committee. [online] Available at:
https://www.assembly.wales/en/newhome/ pages/newsitem.aspx?itemid=1

874 [Accessed 29 Apr. 2019].

Ofsted (2013). Not yet good enough: personal, social, health and economic
education in schools. Personal, social and health education in English

schools in 2012. London: Ofsted, pp.4-8.

OFSTED (2008). Looked after children — good practice in schools. London:
Crown Copyright.




image3.tiff
Opdenakker, R. (2004). Advantages and Disadvantages of Four Interview
Techniques in Qualitative Research. Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 7(4),
pp.1-13.

Unicef UK. (2019). UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) - Unicef
UK. [online] Available at: https:/ /www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-
convention-child-rights/ [Accessed 24 Apr. 2019].

Voigt, P. and von dem Bussche, A. (2017). The EU General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR): A Practical Guide. Cham, Switzerland: Springer

International.

Welsh Government (2008). Personal and social education framework for 7 to
19-year-olds in Wales. Cardiff: Crown, p.4.

Welsh Government (2014). Rewriting the future Raising ambition and
attainment in Welsh schools. Cardiff: Crown, p.3.

Welsh Government (2016). Inclusion and pupil support. Cardiff: Crown, pp.2
-8.

Welsh Government (2018). Draft Additional Learning Needs Code. Cardiff:

Crown.

Wright, K. (2006). Researching Internet-Based Populations: Advantages and
Disadvantages of Online Survey Research, Online Questionnaire Authoring
Software Packages, and Web Survey Services. Journal of Computer-Mediated
Communication, 10(3), pp.1-50.




