
See discussions, stats, and author profiles for this publication at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329991522

Profile of a Comparative and International Education Leader: Erwin H. Epstein

Article · June 2018

CITATIONS

0
READS

125

2 authors:

Some of the authors of this publication are also working on these related projects:

Global Trends in Higher Education Financing View project

New Directions of STEM Research and Learning in the World Ranking Movement A Comparative Perspective View project

Stacy Patton-Taylor

The University of Memphis

1 PUBLICATION   0 CITATIONS   

SEE PROFILE

W. James Jacob

Collaborative Brain Trust

130 PUBLICATIONS   693 CITATIONS   

SEE PROFILE

All content following this page was uploaded by W. James Jacob on 11 March 2019.

The user has requested enhancement of the downloaded file.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329991522_Profile_of_a_Comparative_and_International_Education_Leader_Erwin_H_Epstein?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_2&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329991522_Profile_of_a_Comparative_and_International_Education_Leader_Erwin_H_Epstein?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/project/Global-Trends-in-Higher-Education-Financing?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_9&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/project/New-Directions-of-STEM-Research-and-Learning-in-the-World-Ranking-Movement-A-Comparative-Perspective?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_9&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_1&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Stacy_Patton-Taylor?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_4&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Stacy_Patton-Taylor?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_5&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/institution/The_University_of_Memphis?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_6&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Stacy_Patton-Taylor?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_7&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/W_Jacob?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_4&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/W_Jacob?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_5&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/W_Jacob?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_7&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/W_Jacob?enrichId=rgreq-8a593568e092f81c97a76bbfbdd5264a-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMyOTk5MTUyMjtBUzo3MzUzNzU0MTY4OTM0NTJAMTU1MjMzODU3MDc4MA%3D%3D&el=1_x_10&_esc=publicationCoverPdf


Éducation Comparée Mondiale: 
Revue du Conseil Mondial des Associations D’Éducation Comparée

 

Educación Comparada Global: 
Revista del Consejo Mundial de Sociedades de Educación Comparada

 

Всеобщее Сравнительное Образование 
Журнал Всемирного Совета Сообществ Сравнительного Образования 

 

全球比较教育
世界比较教育学会联合会会刊

التربية المقارنة العالمية
مجلة المجلس العالمي لمختلف مجتمعات التربية و التعليم المقارن� 

Comparée
Education

Comparative 
Education
Comparée
Education

Comparative 
Education
Comparée
Education

Comparative 
Education

Global 
 Comparative 
  Education

Journal of the
World Council of 

Comparative 
Education Societies

(WCCES)

March 2018   Volume 2, Number 1 

Lorem ipsum



Global Comparative Education: Journal of the WCCES  Volume 2, Number 1 

78 

 
 
 
 
Profile of a comparative and international education leader:  
Erwin H. Epstein1 
 
By Stacy Patton-Taylor and W. James Jacob 
University of Memphis, USA 
 
 
 
 

Professor Erwin Epstein’s profile is a biographical sketch of Erwin’s 
upbringing, education, and contributions in comparative and international 
education. This profile also documents his distinguished career in which he rose 
to senior leadership positions in national, regional, and international academic 
professional organizations in the US and abroad, including serving as President 
of the Comparative and International Education Society (1981), President of the World 
Council of Education Societies (1980-1983), and Editor of the Comparative Education 
Review (1988-1998). The article is based on multiple data gathering techniques 
and oral interviews. Article highlights include a review of some of Erwin’s key 
family and career milestones, an overview of the tremendous impact he has had 
on the field of comparative and international education, as well as his opinion 
on challenges facing comparative and international studies today. 

 
Keywords: Erwin Epstein, Pioneer Leaders, Leadership, Mentorship, Historian 
 
 

  :يلودلاو نراقملا میلعتلا ءاسؤر دحأ نع ةذبن

نیاتشبا شتا نیورا  

 نراقملا میلعتلا يف ھتامھاسمو ھمیلعتو نیورإ ةأشن نع ایفارغویب امسر لثمت نیتسبیإ نیوریإ روسیفوربلل ةیصخشلا ةذبنلا هذھ
 ةیمیداكلأا ةینھملا تامظنملا يف ةعیفر ةیدایق بصانم ىلإ اھیف ىقترا يتلا ةزیمتملا ھتریسم اضًیأ فلملا اذھ قثوی .يلودلاو
 يف ةیلودلا نراقملا میلعتلا ةیعمجل سیئرك لمعلا كلذ يف امب ،جراخلاو ةدحتملا تایلاولا يف ةیلودلاو ةیمیلقلإاو ةینطولا
-1998( نراقملا میلعتلا ةعجارم ررحم كلذكو ،)1980 -1983( میلعتلا تایعمجل يملاعلا سلجملا ةسائر ھیلوتو ،)1981(

 ةیسیئرلا ملاعملا ضعبل ةعجارم لمشی امك .ةیوفشلا تلاباقملاو ةددعتملا تانایبلا عمج تاینقت ىلع لاقملا اذھ دنتسی .)1988
 لوح ھیأر ىلإ ةفاضلإاب ،يلودلاو نراقملا میلعتلا لاجم يف ھثدحأ يذلا لئاھلا ریثأتلا ىلع ةماع ةرظنو ،نیورلإ ةیرسلأاو
..مویلا ةیلودلاو ةنراقملا تاساردلا ھجاوت يتلا تایدحتلا  

 
 

国际比较教育先锋人物简介：欧文·H. 爱泼斯坦 
欧文·爱泼斯坦教授的人物简介概述了欧文的成长、教育及其对世界比较教育的贡献。
此简介也记录了他杰出的职业生涯，包括他在美国和世界各国家、地区和世界的学术专

业组织中的领导经历。他曾任国际比较教育学会主席（1981），世界教育学会理事会主
席（1988-1998），以及《比较教育研究》杂志的编辑。这篇文章的资料基于多种资料
搜集方法，以及口述访谈法。本文重点整理了欧文的一些家庭和职业的里程碑事件，回

顾了他对于国际比较教育领域的重大影响，以及他看待当代国际比较教育研究所面临挑

战的一些观点。 
                                                   
1 This draws heavily from multiple interviews conducted by the authors with Erwin H. Epstein on 20 November 
2014 and 28 February 2018. All of the uncited direct quotes in this profile derive from these interviews. 
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Profil d'un leader de l'éducation comparée et internationale: Erwin H. Epstein 
Le profil du professeur Erwin Epstein est une esquisse biographique de son éducation, sa 
formation et ses contributions à l'éducation comparée et internationale. Ce profil renseigne 
également sur sa brillante carrière dans laquelle il a accédé à des postes de direction dans des 
organisations professionnelles universitaires nationales, régionales et internationales aux États-
Unis et à l'étranger, notamment en tant que président de Comparative and International 
Education Society (1981), président de World Council of Education Societies  (1980-1983) et 
éditeur de Comparative Education Review (1988-1998). L'article est basé sur des techniques de 
collecte de données multiples et des entretiens oraux. Les points saillants de l'article comprennent 
un survol de certaines étapes clés de la famille et de la carrière d'Erwin, un aperçu de l'impact 
considérable qu'il a eu dans le domaine de l'éducation comparée et internationale, ainsi que son 
opinion sur les défis des études comparatives et internationales. 

 
 

Краткий биографический очерк лидера в сравнительном и международном 
образовании: Эрвин Х. Эпштейн 
Краткий биографический очерк профессора Эрвина Эпштейна представляет собой 
описание воспитания, образования и вклада Эрвина в сравнительное и международное 
образование. Этот очерк также свидетельствует о его выдающейся карьере, в которой он 
поднялся на руководящие должности в национальных, региональных и международных 
академических профессиональных организациях в США и за рубежом, в том числе в 
качестве президента Общества сравнительного и международного образования (1981), 
президента Всемирного совета образовательных обществ (1980-1983) и редактора 
“Сравнительного обзора образования” (1988-1998). Статья основана на многочисленных 
методах сбора данных и устных интервью. Основные моменты статьи включают обзор 
некоторых ключевых семейных и карьерных вех Эрвина, обзор огромного влияния, 
которое он оказал на сферу сравнительного и международного образования, а также его 
мнение о проблемах, стоящих перед сравнительными и международными 
исследованиями сегодня. 
 
 
Perfil de un Líder en Educación Internacional Comparada: Erwin H. Epstein 
El perfil del Profesor Erwin Epstein es un esbozo biográfico de la crianza, la educación y las 
contribuciones de Erwin en la educación comparada y la educación internacional. Este perfil 
también documenta su distinguida carrera en la cuál ascendió a altas posiciones de liderazgo en 
organizaciones profesionales académicas nacionales, regionales e internacionales en Estados 
Unidos y en el extranjero, incluyendo su desempeño como presidente de la Sociedad de 
Educación Comparada Internacional (1981) Presidente del Consejo Mundial de Sociedades de 
Educación (1980-1983), y editor de Comparative Education Review (1988-1998). El artículo se 
basa en múltiples técnicas de recopilación de datos y entrevistas orales. Los puntos destacados 
del artículo incluyen una revisión de algunos de los hitos principales de la familia y la carrera de 
Erwin, una descripción del tremendo impacto que ha tenido en el campo de la educación 
internacional comparada, así como su opinión sobre los desafíos que enfrentan los estudios 
comparativos internacionales hoy. 
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Erwin H. Epstein is Professor Emeritus in the Department of 
Cultural and Educational Policy Studies, Loyola University 
Chicago. Erwin’s lifelong dedication and research in social 
stratification, comparative education theory, and educational 
policy places him as a leading expert in comparative and 
international education (CIE). Erwin’s tireless enthusiasm 
continues to offer provocative and deep intuitive understanding 
in CIE.  
There is no doubt that Erwin continues to be an influential 
leader and mentor for many students, colleagues, and 
international educators worldwide. Comments from some of 
these individuals note how Erwin helped them to develop into 
the scholars they are now, and how he was passionate and committed, and challenged them to 
be better. Erwin was renowned for preparing the next generation of CIE scholars and leaders 
and for supporting their continuation and growth in the field. Lou Berends and Maria Trakas 
described his mentorship role as follows:  

Our experience in the Comparative and International Education … area of the 
Cultural and Educational Policy Studies program at LUC [Loyola University 
Chicago] was marked by the expertise and commitment of Dr. Epstein. Without 
Dr. E.’s guidance, critique, and continual dedication to his students, we would 
not have had the kind of experience we both anticipated and expected when 
applying to LUC. As … Comparative and International Education … at LUC 
moves forward, students and faculty alike would do well in adopting similar 
strategies of community building and scholarly discourse that Dr. E. brought to 
the Loyola community. (Berends and Trackas 2011, p. 4) 

Erwin’s CIE footprint has brought global attention and respect as well as significant 
understanding to the core of academic equity and achievement. The bonds he has established 
continue a legacy of importance in CIE. 
 
Erwin Epstein’s Family 
Born to Louis N. Epstein and Charlotte Epstein (nee Kozin) on 2 January 1939, Erwin was 
raised in a Jewish family with his older sister (b. 1935) and younger brother (b. 1946) in 
Chicago, Illinois.  
Erwin’s father was born and raised in Chicago and was determined to become a lawyer; he 
paid for his law schooling by working a night job. Erwin’s mother was born in Moldova as the 
Russian Revolution and persecutions were taking place. As a result of political unrest in 
Moldova, Charlotte’s maternal uncle sent for Charlotte (who was then 9), her mother (Erwin’s 
grandmother), and her four brothers to be brought to the United States. “Both my mother’s 
family and father’s family were very poor,” Erwin reflected. Reminiscing on his childhood, 
Erwin said:  

When I grew up in Chicago, we lived in a small apartment with three 
generations of people, including my grandmother, my parents, my siblings, and 
me. It was a bit crowded but we didn’t think of ourselves as being poor. We just 
thought that this was the way life was and grew up that way. Later on, my father 
was able to amass a little bit of wealth and moved us to a suburb. In terms of 
my childhood, it was a kind of a lower middle class upbringing. 

Erwin H. Epstein at Chicago, 2018. 
Photo courtesy of Erwin H. Epstein. 
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Erwin’s older sister, Sandra, was somewhat of a prodigy and considered very bright and entered 
the University of Chicago at age 15. Erwin recalled how his sister served as a role model to 
him and his brother. “I kind of emulated her in going into an education field. She became a 
part-time teacher.” Erwin shared that his sister was a perpetual student, receiving her Ph.D. in 
Human Development at the same time that Erwin received his master’s degree, graduating 
together at the University of Chicago. Erwin’s younger brother Mark also attended the 
University of Chicago, where he received his B.A. before moving on to obtain a law degree 
from Northwestern University. Mark specializes in representing people with psychological 
disabilities. His wife is also an attorney. Erwin’s brother and sister are both married and reside 
in the Chicago area.  
Erwin grew up in the Austin area of Chicago, the far West side of the city, and went to Robert 
Emmet Elementary School, Austin High, and then on to the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. Erwin majored in Philosophy, and then asked himself, “What was I going to do 
with a philosophy degree from the University of Illinois?” However, he was also in a pre-law 
program and had been accepted at the University of Michigan Law School. “I was already 
accepted to the law school when I read in Time magazine that the Ford foundation was funding 
a new program at both Harvard University and the University of Chicago to attract what they 
called scholar-teachers—people in the Liberal Arts and Sciences to go into teaching.” Erwin 
decided to forego law school in favor of the new Master of Arts in Teaching program at the 
University of Chicago and a full-tuition fellowship that accompanied the program. Despite his 
father’s disappointment at Erwin’s decision to decline law school, Erwin became a secondary 
history and social studies teacher. This was one of several turning points in Erwin’s career.  
Erwin’s love interest with his bride, Barbara (nee Robbin), 
of 56 years started when they met through social clubs when 
Erwin was a junior and Barbara a sophomore in high school. 
Although they were in different schools, their high schools 
were not far apart. After high school, Erwin enrolled at the 
University of Illinois and, some months later, Barbara 
attended the University of Wisconsin majoring in French 
and education. Erwin and Barbara decided being apart was 
not working for them, and soon after Barbara graduated 
from college, and a year after Erwin began his master’s 
program at the University of Chicago, they decided to 
marry. As explained later, after completing his master’s 
degree Erwin entered a Ph.D. program in comparative 
education, and while pursuing that program, he and Barbara 
started their family and began to raise their three sons, Jack, 
Eric, and Maury Avram (nicknamed Avi). Barbara delivered their first child, Jack, soon after 
she and Erwin returned from Puerto Rico, where Erwin had done his Ph.D. field work. Upon 
moving back to Chicago, Barbara decided to enroll in a general studies humanities M.A. 
program, with a concentration in French literature, at the University of Chicago. Erwin and 
Barbara were finally attending school, this time graduate school, together, while they were 
attending to their newborn first child, Jack.  
Erwin shared that all three of their sons became lawyers and married lawyers. “I have six 
lawyer children.” They all chose different kinds of law specialties. Jack and his wife Dena, 
went to the University of Missouri as undergraduates and later received their law degrees from 
Washington University in St. Louis. They work primarily among the Hispanic community in 
Chicago. Jack’s practice with his clientele is entirely in Spanish. Erwin and Barbara’s second 
son Eric also attended undergraduate work at the University of Missouri, but his law degree is 

Erwin and Barbara Epstein Wedding 
Picture, September 1961. Photo 
courtesy of Erwin H. Epstein. 
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from Northwestern University. Shoshana, Eric’s wife, has her law degree from Loyola 
University Chicago. Shoshana practices law in the fraud division of the U.S. Postal Service. 
They live in the Washington, DC area, where Eric is senior policy counsel in the Firearms and 
Explosives Division of the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. “You 
can imagine how busy he must be now after what’s been going on with regard to firearms in 
the US.” Erwin shared that Eric is responsible for drafting many of the federal firearms and 
explosives laws. Unlike Jack and Dena, Eric and his wife Shoshana went to different law 
schools. Avi, the youngest son, met his wife, Eynav, while they were students at Harvard Law 
School. He is now the chief operating officer for Sterling Partners, a private equity firm in 
Chicago, while Eynav is co-owner of a legal recruiting firm in that city. Avi has his 
undergraduate degree from the Ohio State University, and Eynav has hers from the University 
of Michigan. Erwin and Barbara are blessed with nine grandchildren, four of whom are in 
college and the others are preparing for adulthood. They range in age from 4 to 22. 
 

 
Career and Charting a Course in CIE 
When Erwin was a master’s student at the University of Chicago, he passed a sign in a hallway 
that aroused his curiosity, “Comparative Education Center.” He went in to find out what that 
was all about, and, after looking at his academic record, C. Arnold Anderson, the Center 
director, offered him a fellowship. And so Erwin’s pursuit of the field began.  
Some years ago, Erwin co-authored a paper published in the Comparative Education Review 
that stated that only about a third of the members in the Comparative and International 
Education Society received a degree in Comparative Education (Cook, Hite, & Epstein 2004). 
“Most have gotten their degrees outside of the field—mostly in Sociology, Economics, 
Political Science, and other Social Science areas as well as in the Humanities and education—

Epstein family photo at Bethesda, Maryland in January 2015. From left to right, Shoshana (Eric’s wife), Eynav (Avi’s wife), 
Erwin, Oren (Avi’s son), Avi, Barbara, Alex (Eric’s son), Dustin (Jack’s son), Gefen (Avi’s son), Gabriela (Eric’s daughter), 
Naomi (Avi’s daughter), Jered (Jack’s son), Dena (Jack’s wife), Kayla (Jack’s daughter), Jack, Eric and Aaron (Eric’s son). 
Photo courtesy of Erwin H. Epstein. 
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and then came into the field afterwards. I came into the field at the very beginning as a PhD 
student. That’s how I really got into the field.” Erwin joined the Comparative and International 
Education Society in 1962 and has continued active membership ever since. 
Erwin expressed how the growth and strengthening of CIE within the US came gradually, with 
relatively few entering the field before the 1970s. Early on practically all of the Americans that 
were in the field came from the Peace Corps. “Things are much different today. I think it’s 
because of globalization,” Erwin noted. He recognized that it is not uncommon for 
undergraduate students to go abroad, to spend a semester or a year or a few months studying 
abroad. This exposure to foreign cultures, languages and other people has become common. 
It’s natural that people who are interested in education wish to connect their interest in 
education with their experiences abroad. He explained how he thinks that “more than anything 
else, that’s what has created the stimulus for growth in the field. If you’re interested in 
education and you’re interested in international work and foreign cultures, it’s a natural 
marriage between the two interests.” It is a matter of being exposed to people and places 
abroad.”  
Erwin shared his interest in and knowledge of CIE when he taught for two years in Mexico at 
the Universidad de Monterrey. His research in that country as well as in Peru and St. Lucia 
exposed many to the field in those countries.  
Erwin maintained that some great opportunities for work and study in CIE fall outside of 
academia, such as at UNESCO, the World Bank, and at many international organizations 
(private, public, and governmental). Indeed, opportunities are strong in academia generally, 
and CIE has grown within interdisciplinary fields outside of education (see Jacob 2015). Erwin 
believes that globalization has contributed to the growing interest in CIE, with the need to 
understand other people and other cultures becoming paramount. These are among the major 
factors Erwin recognizes as to why people continue to pursue CIE in their studies and careers. 
Erwin recognizes the many challenges which exist within education, including in CIE: “I think 
the greatest challenge to CIE is financial. Actually, it’s a challenge to all of education.” Higher 
education is generally funded by the dominant areas of medicine, business, and law (see Jacob 
and Gokbel 2018). What happens is many wealthy people tend to have obtained degrees in 
non-education-professional fields and feel a sense of responsibility to give back. “What do they 
give back to? They give back to their own field. They feel they gained their advantage in the 
world by having pursued programs in medicine, law, or business.” What Erwin expressed is 
they don’t give back to the college overall but give back to the fields in which they emerged, 
in which they received their graduate education. “Education as a field of study does not 
generally lead to careers that offer a great deal of wealth. People will come out of education, 
they don’t have the resources to be able to give back to their field, as people who have emerged 
from medicine, law, or business are able to do. I think that’s the biggest challenge” Erwin 
laments.  
Erwin explained how education is generally underfunded and CIE—as part of education—is 
also underfunded. It’s more difficult to get government grants in that field than in many other 
fields. Erwin also mentioned the payoff from giving to education is very large in a general 
sense, but the payoff is not immediate. The payoff in medicine, law, and business, is much 
more immediate, and that influences the choices of governments and private foundations to 
support disproportionately those areas.  
In Erwin’s view, the 1950s and the 1960s were pivotal in the development of the field. That’s 
when a fairly large number of comparative education societies across the world had been 
formed. The people who were pivotal and most influential in the United States included 
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William Brickman, who would be top of a list of prominent CIE figures and who was the co-
founder of the Comparative [and International] Education Society (Epstein 2016). He co-
founded the organization with Gerald Read and George Bereday. In Europe, Joseph Lauwerys, 
Brian Holmes, Edmund King, and Michel Debeauvais were key CIE pioneers. In Asia, Mark 
Bray, Masunori Hiratsuka, Tetsuya Kobayashi and Gu Mingyuan played significant pioneering 
roles. These individuals helped to develop CIE, and their legacies remain significant. 
 
Impact on the CIE Field 
Erwin has been an exceptional CIE contributor and inspired many to continue the legacy for 
improving education. He served as President of the World Council of Comparative Education 
Societies (WCCES: 1980-1983), President of the Comparative and International Education 
Society (1981), as well as Editor of the Comparative Education Review (1988-1998). Erwin 
states how “If you read my chapter (Epstein 2007) in the book, Common Interests, Uncommon 
Goals (Masemann, Bray & Manzon 2007) about the development of the World Council of 
Comparative Education Societies, you would see that there was an incident when I became 
president of that organization that I think stands out.” 
Erwin was troubled deeply when he learned that a scholar from Taiwan was disallowed from 
presenting his paper at the 1980 Fourth World Congress of the WCCES, held in Tokyo, when 
Erwin was elected WCCES President. The scholar informed Erwin that he was unable to 
present his paper because of a UNESCO protocol relating to the United Nations’ refusal to 
recognize Taiwan as a member country. The Congress organizers had interpreted partial 
UNESCO sponsorship of the Congress to mean that scholars from countries not recognized by 
the UN were to be disallowed from presenting their work. Once Erwin learned of this incident 
he took a stand, “I simply cannot be President of an organization that disallows bona fide 
scholars from giving papers, I simply won’t abide that.” 
It created enormous attention because there was nobody else who was willing to take the 
leadership role of WCCES President at that time. Erwin met with the WCCES Executive 
Committee and a compromise was made that the UNESCO protocol would be honored at that 
time in the 1980 World Congress, but that the WCCES Constitution would be amended to 
ensure that no bona fide scholar would be prevented from participation for non-academic 
reasons at future World Congresses. This practice remains current within the WCCES 
Constitution to this day. 
With that compromise, Erwin decided to assume the WCCES presidency, and the rest is 
history. That had an impact on the field and was prominent in Erwin’s career. As editor of the 
Comparative Education Review, he enacted very strict protocols about how a rigorous peer 
review process would be instituted, including double-blind reviews, and the whole system 
would be on an objective basis. There would be no favoritism whatsoever; only academic merit 
would determine acceptance of manuscripts for publication, except for the annual CIES 
presidential addresses, which by tradition were always to be included.  
Erwin is well known for his scholarship on the history and theory in CIE. “I would say that my 
work as President of the World Council, President of the CIES, and Editor of the Comparative 
Education Review would be areas where I think I’ve had the most impact.” His writings on 
how the CIE field developed and its origins have had a good number of citations and impact 
on other scholars and practitioners.  
Erwin’s most recent article, entitled “The Nazi Seizure of the International Education Review,” 
analyzes the 1930s rise of that pioneering journal and its post-war rebirth as the International 
Review of Education. “The article describes the fascinating history of that journal’s origins as 
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it was edited by Friedrich Schneider of Germany and co-edited by Paul Monroe of Columbia 
University in the US.” Erwin shares how the journal had a prominent start but within three or 
four years was seized by Alfred Baümler, a virulent anti-semite dedicated to carrying out the 
Nazi plan (Epstein 2018).  
Erwin has said that his “work on epistemology in comparative education has been the most 
impactful. My work on Latin America also has had some impact.” Erwin was recently invited 
to present his work on Latin America as a featured speaker in the Canary Islands of Spain. 
Erwin talked much about the great 
benefits of CIE scholarship, but also 
pointed out weaknesses that exist in 
the field. Erwin gave as an example 
his review many years ago of a book, 
The Children of the Revolution, by the 
renowned author, Jonathan Kozol. In 
that review, Erwin showed that Kozol 
gave an egregiously misinformed 
analysis of Cuban education, 
reflecting a clear ignorance of proper 
scholarly procedures of which all 
well-prepared comparativists are 
aware.  
In contemplating what he has done and continues to do in retirement, Erwin shared the 
following: 

I recently saw an interview in the Wall Street Journal of Sasha Cole, who had 
been a silver medalist in a previous Olympics. She talked about how difficult 
retirement was from the Olympics and from being a featured ice skater—from 
no longer being in the spotlight as a nationally- and internationally-known 
skater—and to adjust to living a kind of different life. My experience is 
completely the opposite. I retired six years ago and I don’t think I’ve ever been 
more productive. I miss teaching to be sure. In terms of scholarly work and the 
work that I’ve done with the people in the field in so many different places, that 
has continued. I just had articles published in a couple of prominent journals. I 
recently edited a book in the field, and I’m editing another book, this time on 
20th century notable figures in Comparative Education. Retirement has been 
very good to me. I’ll leave it at that. 

Erwin has been a Fulbright Professor in Mexico and has also lectured on CIE at universities in 
Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Germany, Nicaragua, Peru, Russia, South Africa, Spain, 
and Taiwan. His research focuses on a sense of nationality among schoolchildren in 
socioeconomically marginalized communities, school choice, education and democratization, 
and comparative theory. Professor Epstein has served the CIES in many capacities, including 
most recently as its Historian from 2008-2015. As Editor of the Comparative Education 
Review, he issued more editions of that journal than any other Editor in the journal’s history 
before him. Erwin originated the “Filter-Effect Theory of Education” to explain the impact of 
schools on school children in marginalized communities. Although primarily a Latin 
Americanist and epistemologist, he has also published works that range from the impact of 
parasitic diseases on schoolchilden’s achievement to higher education in Mainland China and 
Taiwan. He directed the Comparative and International Education Course Archive Project 
(CIECAP) and founded and co-directed the Joint Centers for Comparative Law and Education, 

Erwin and Barbara Epstein with several Loyola University Chicago CIE 
students (and a few family members) at his retirement party, May 2012. 
Photo courtesy of Erwin H. Epstein. 
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which focuses on the legal right of children to an education, at Loyola University Chicago. 
Throughout most of his illustrious university career, he taught the introductory course to 
comparative education, comparative theory, comparative perspectives on education and 
democratization, but also sociology. 
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