Visual Enquiry 1
Task One – A Report on Site-Specificity

[image: Seizure, 2008/2013 by Roger Hiorns - Art Fund]
Roger Hiorns – Seizure, 2008
Roger Hiorns blue rooms appear like constellations wrapping the walls. The vivid blue creates cool, deep shadows and the crystals glint as they catch the light, like precious gemstones. The rooms are claustrophobic, like ancient caves.
The sparkling walls are Copper sulphate crystals grown on the walls of a soon to be demolished bedsit. There is a poignant link between the time taken to grow the crystals and the memories of the lives lived in the apartment room.
Hiorns notes that visitors crush the crystals underfoot becoming a contaminant of the space. This creates an interesting viewpoint for the visitor, considering their place in this very personal space, transformed into work of art. (Hiorns, 2008)

Hiorns, R. (2008) Roger Hiorns – Seizure | TateShots, YouTube. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KgDN47_aviU (Accessed: 30 September 2024). 






Introduction
In your first task for visual enquiry 1, you will research and write in-depth about at least 2 artworks, making a comparison of them in response to one of the following questions:
· What is the impact of research on a site-specific project?
· How does a site dictate what work is made?
· What strategies are effective in researching a site?
· How could a work be transferred to another site, changing its purpose/impact?
· How can site-specific artwork transform a site itself?
· What issues can arise from site-specific work and how can they be avoided?
· How and why is site specific art different to a framed photograph?
· How does site-specific photography respond differently to contemporary (digital) photography on screens. 

Format for submission in your visual diary
· After session 1:
· Create a definition of site-specificity with an artwork as illustration.
· research, analyse and write about 3-5 artworks from the introductory PowerPoint. Discuss site specificity in particular, discussing the contexts which make it site specific: location, material, culture, time.
· Consider the questions provided and start making comparisons between artworks.
· Research the artworks and add links to your bibliography.
· Attend the lecture and Seminar in Session 3 – Be prepared to discuss ideas around the different themes
· Complete the report 500-750 words including bibliography where quotes/information are used.
· Export a draft submission to upload to Moodle for feedback 22/10/24

Suggested report Format
Title Page – Assignment title. Question Covered. Name. Student Number.
Introduction – 100 words considering the question chosen.
Artwork 1 – 100-200 words. Analyse the site specificity of the artwork (it’s form and meaning)
Artwork 2 – 100-200 words. Analyse the site specificity of the artwork (it’s form and meaning)
Comparison – 200 words. Direct comparison of the two artworks and how they relate to the question.
Conclusion – Answer the question referring to your comparison.

Tips
Pick artworks by different artists.
Pick artworks which provide different ideas in relation to your question.
Consider multiple contexts (location, material, culture, time)
Research the artwork and look for interesting quotes/information to reference.
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