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Preservation of Scapa Flow as a Heritage Site

Introduction
This research project report is focused on Scapa Flow, which is a body of water located in Orkney at the top of Scotland. In this harbour there are situated wrecks from World War I and World War II (WWI and WWII). The research trip was planned as it is the centennial of the scuttling of the WWI German fleet.
I will be exploring the different methodologies I have used in finding information on this site. There will be an account of my personal experiences and explorations of the site and my experiences of carrying out research in the field as well as my interactions with other visitors, the crew members of the chartered boat and the local community. I will be summarising my experiences and my findings in the conclusion.   

Methodology 
· Literature 
· Maps
· Questionnaire 
· Visit local areas 
· Chats
· Dive briefs
· First hand inspection  

Literature
The first thought I had in relation to research literature on this topic was exploring the historical aspects of Scotland, which I carried out using a search on the internet. I discovered a lot of information there about Scapa Flow. I found several reports with recommendations on the way the site could theoretically be managed and the environmental impacts. I started scanning through the reports and began reading the shortest one, which was 25 pages long called ‘Scapa Flow Wartime Underwater Heritage’.  I found this quite easy to read, it entailed survey findings, meetings, main issues and the next steps for the future. This project ran for a month. This seems a bigger scaled project than mine. Also I discovered a pdf on accessing ‘England’s Protected Wreck Sites: Guidance notes for divers and archaeologists’. I found this report fascinating as to how the information is shared between government bodies. 
I have read a number of books on Scapa Flow. One of the books I found fascinating is the ‘Great Harbour Scapa Flow’. This covers the history of Orkney and how Scapa Flow was originally discovered by the Vikings and up to modern times. Another interesting book is ‘Scapa Flow: The definitive divers guide to Scapa Flow’. This book describes the condition of the wrecks and what divers might find there, such as marine wildlife.
 
Project
This project comes in two parts. Experiential knowledge of working in the field and diving to inspect the condition of some of the wrecks. As well as taking an anthropological perspective by talking to other visitors and interviewing the crew of the charter boat and the locals. It is not possible to dive on the WWII shipwrecks as they are war graves.
The trip was planned amongst the diving group I have been a member of and developed my knowledge and diving skills with over the last four years.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I experimented with the use of a questionnaire on the first day. This was basic and designed to be completed by individuals, but was discussed openly within the group and feedback was given at that time about the format of the questionnaire. I was hesitant while delivering my questions to the group, therefore their feedback was damaging to my confidence. I felt isolated from the rest of the group. This affected my focus on the  main purpose of my visit to Scapa Flow and I found myself unable to concentrate on the many safety aspects of diving. 
On the second day, I took a different approach. I decided to communicate to the group in a different way. By using an informal discussion in the form of personal communication with individuals as well as the group and the crew of the boat, I managed to get a clearer idea of the management of the sight from the point of view of this charter company. 
On the second dive of the second day, as I was fully suited with all the diving equipment, I was unfortunate enough to slip backwards and damage my back badly. Therefore I was unable to continue diving for that day. My injury meant that I was bed bound for the rest of the day. The rest of the group continued with a visit to local museums and tourist information sights. This resulted in me feeling really depressed and low and I felt like giving up the research project. However, after a good night’s sleep and some painkillers, I found the determination to carry on with my primary research. I began to socialise with the group more and discovered some of them had visited Scapa Flow several times.
Discussions with these folks, one of whom had been there thirty years previously, and another one twenty years ago and one less than ten years ago, helped me to understand the deterioration of the wrecks and changes to the environment, which meant that some wrecks which had previously been dived on are unsafe to dive on today. The diver who visited less than ten years ago was not able to dive on the same wreck as the other two had in the past for safety reasons. He reported not noticing much change from his last visit to the site to his recent trip however. 
Despite the pain I was feeling, I did manage to complete a few informative dives during the week. I realised that the ships in the deeper conditions were in better condition than I expected for their age. They have been underwater for a hundred years. The experience of doing underwater archaeology compared to working on the land is remarkable. There are so many restrictions and health and safety considerations. The dive briefs delivered by the crew of the boat were really informative and their knowledge of diving on the wrecks was invaluable.

Conclusion 
I discovered that preparation is essential before embarking on fieldwork and for underwater archaeology in particular, because of the physical safety concerns. My accident, whilst above the water had a bigger impact on me and on my research project than I expected. In addition, I found by experimenting that delivering a questionnaire to a group is not advised. The use of informal personal communication using similar questions and subjects resulted in better information to use in this research. The best resources I found were talking informally to the local community and the crew of the boat.
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