Further Guidance for Assignment 1– Observations
1. Select 2 appropriate observation videos, using 2 different observational techniques. You can use Google, You tube or access the UWTSD library to view video content.
2. Make notes on the videos.
3. Decide what type of observation that you are going to carry out, for e.g. Participatory / Non Participatory.
4. Is it a free observation or is it structured and naturalistic? Written Record/Free description/Narrative Checklist, Target observation/Time or Event Sample, Movement/tracking/spider’s web
5. Select an appropriate technique.
6. Match the technique to the aim of the observation.
7. Different techniques gather specific data.
8. You need to match the technique to the nature of the observation. Refer back to The observational techniques tile to be able to decide which technique you will be using.
9. To choose the most applicable method to use again, refer to your observational techniques tile on Moodle.
10. To decide how you will right up your written record again, refer to your observational technique tile on Moodle to decipher what is relevant to your observation account.
11. Make sure you provide the advantages and disadvantages to the observation method that you have selected to use.
12. Define what an observation is.
13. State why you are needing to carry out an observation.
14. Document what you actually see without any bias.
15. Keep an open mind.
16. Focus on the child.
17. State what happens when you are not objective when observing the child.
18. Describe why observations are used, for e.g. research, planning, sharing information, reflecting on personal practice and inspection purposes.
19.  Please remember all recordings must be made in the present tense.
20.  Each observation should aim to assess the child or young person’s current development and needs.
21. Also produce written notes of records of observations, conclusions and evaluations as well as a front page for each observation.
22. For each observation make appropriate recommendations for the child’s future development, supported by relevant theory and development milestones.
23. Each observation should be discussed within the classroom to your fellow peers and be approximately 750 equivalency in words and discussion.

