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God is a Woman - Sarah Passmore
“Sarah is an excellent acoustic musician, fingerstyle guitarist and vocalist with a wealth of experience and a huge, diverse repertoire” (Encore, n.d.)

Sarah Passmore is a guitarist and female vocal singer from Swansea. Her songs are acoustic, sung by Sarah herself too, with the piece I did being “God is a Woman”. To mix the song, I've focused around making the vocals stand out. Combined with the EQ I’ve set, the song when played allows the vocals to sound much more obvious than the other instruments, giving clarity to the lyrics.

The EQs for the rest of the instruments are set to standard types of EQ, with the Bass instrument being set to have more bass frequencies, whilst still retaining some higher frequencies to not sound too ‘subby’. The Cajon is set to have a bit of bass frequencies, raised upwards in higher frequencies ever so slightly to have a nice beating noise whilst also retaining the bass from the raised bass frequencies, with the in-between being lowered deeply to remove some unnecessary vibrations that could make it sound worse. The EQ for the left and right hall recordings are set to higher frequencies, as well as the room recording, to avoid low reverberations that could interfere with the clarity of the overall piece. 

I put a compressor on the bass to remove the possibility of an overbearing bass noise that would interfere with the instruments sound. I also put a compressor on the guitar because at some parts of the piece the guitar would flare up. To match the echoed recording thanks to the hall and room recordings, I put a reverb on the guitar, which really helped make it sound like it was being recorded live along with the rest of the instruments. The vocals also have a compressor, as the same issue with the guitar was present, where it would spike in volume as some points.

BOOMBAP MANIC NEW 90BPM – BEATTRIX
“Boom Bap is a style/sub-genre of hip hop characterized by hard-hitting drums, usually containing the kick drum/snare drum/hi-hat combination rather than claps, snaps, TR-808 bass drums, cowbells, shakers, and various other percussion sounds used for rhythm.” (Hip Hop Music History, n.d.)

BEATTRIX are a group of enthusiastic people from Swansea, making rap tracks and other new age music pieces. One such piece was BOOMBAP MANIC, which I have mixed. I started by listening to the piece without mixing and discovered that the bass needed to go along with the voices to give the song a subtle power and flow, just like most rap songs recently composed.

The backing tracks, named “Main Loop Boombap Manic”, “Scratches Boombap”, and “Bass Change Up Boombap”, were pre-recorded pieces that went with the music as a mixture of percussion and bass instruments. This meant I had to raise the bass frequencies higher, along with some higher frequencies to give the percussion and plucked bass a good sound. The synthesised drums were easier to edit than recorded drums, so I only needed to adjust the volumes and attach an EQ to the channels, giving them a punchy noise through raising bass frequencies and lifting the high shelf to reduce any ‘cardboard box’ interfering noises (the kick drums were edited to make sure they didn’t sound like they were being played out of a cardboard box). 

The vocals were given a compressor each, to avoid any peaking volumes when they started shouting down the microphone. I also tested reverbs on the voices and a few different EQ settings on the backing vocals. I found that leaving them simple would be the better option, as when I put the reverb on it didn’t seem to flow and sound as good as static vocals without reverb. An EQ setting I tried was making the backing vocals sound like they were coming through a phone, but as I listened back to them, they were a bit off putting and not worth the hassle. The last instruments were the horns that were pre-recorded with reverb. This made them slightly more difficult to edit, as I had to make sure not to overdo any frequencies that may make the reverb sound worse. I managed to get them both sounding great with the chorus and verses they were in, giving them an ambient noise overall other than allowing them to take over the sound or not be heard at all.

Another Politician – State of Decay
“After Filthy Habits called it a day in 2013 and Struck Out disbanded in the same week, Mart and AJ were introduced via their mutual guitar tech Ed Purcell. It wasn’t long before State Of Decay was formed after jamming with Filthy Habits drummer Rich.” (State Of Decay, n.d.)

State of Decay are a punk band, their music is very well written, their piece named “Another Politician” is the song I chose to mix. This piece made me feel like the lyrics and guitar needed to go hand in hand to really emphasise the power of the lyrcis. I started using volume controls to get a good start on what frequencies needed to be lowered and which needed to be above the rest. The lyrics were drowned out by the guitar’s grainy noise, so I edited the guitar to make it not sound as grainy. 

I also applied compressors and noise gates, as the guitars were very overbearing at some points and there was background nosie from the live recording and interference from the electric guitar recording. The vocals also had a compressor, to make sure the vocals were all the same sort of volume, as at times they were inaudible due to the guitar slightly taking over. I also added a reverb to the vocals, this made them stand out and have a clearer noise. The bass, too, has a compressor as I couldn’t hear the instrument well enough over an overbearing bass frequency even after correcting the EQ.

I manged the room EQs accordingly and listened to the piece again. It didn’t sound right still as the snare drum on the drum kit wasn’t providing enough power to go along with the song. So, I then edited it as much as I could to give it a punchier noise. The guitars also sounded overpowering, so I managed them again and adjusted their EQ to have some more higher frequencies and less bass frequencies to give the strumming a clearer noise. After all this work I listened again and found the piece was clear and the vocals were clear, and the guitar went along with the vocals nicely.


Bibliography
Encore. (n.d.) Sarah Passmore. Viewed 19 May 2021, https://encoremusicians.com/Sarah-Passmore
Hip Hop Music History. (n.d.) Boom Bap. Viewed 20 May 2021, http://www.hiphopmusichistory.com/subgenres/boom-bap/
State Of Decay. (n.d.) State Of Decay. Facebook. Viewed 20 May 2021, https://www.facebook.com/stateofdecayUKpunk/about/?ref=page_internal

