Ways of thinking essay 							        Aimee Brown
Compare two artist movements. 
Impressionism vs cubism 

Impressionism is an artist movement consisting of work produced between around 1867 and 1886 developed in Paris and was launched and made popular by Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet, Camille Pissarro. Cubism is an artist movement consisting of work produced between 1907 and 1914 also in Paris lunched and made popular by Pablo Picasso, George Barque, Paul Cezanne, and Robert Delaunay. In this essay I am going to explain to you the similarities and differences between impressionism and cubism both visually and the ideas behind them.

Impressionism uses quick visible brush strokes with lots of blank spaces and unblended colours in order to have no lines. ‘Since prior conventions of painting were linked with the discarded subjects of traditional art, they had to create new ones. Line, colour shape, compositional design, brushwork, all these had to be recast in response to subjects which until then had been principally the province of illustrators and caricaturists.’ (Herbert, R.L. (1991). Impressionism : Art, leisure, and Parisian society. Yale University Press.) Impressionists place a huge emphasis on depiction of natural light in their paintings as this is the main thing they wanted to capture within their work. They wanted to capture how the light reacts with landscapes, how it looks different in different places and how it changes throughout the day. They often painted outdoors to help them capture the light better and the atmosphere it creates. Claude monet is often considered to be the leader of impressionism as his brief visible brush stokes and use of unblended colours inspired other artists to use his techniques and it was one of his paintings that led the group to become kown as impressionists to the world. He was particularly interested in depicting how the light changes over time in his paintings. ‘Monet painted with bright colours and quick brushstrokes as he portrayed the impression of an image and the effect of light on it. As an artist he said this created a sense of fairy tale, power, and splendour.’ (60 second art history lesson. Claude Monet and Impressionism. (2016). Indigo Artbox.) Paul Cezanne is often considered one of the most influential impressionist artist as he joined the impressionist artists in Paris in their exhibitions. He was taught to paint in the style by Pissarro who taught him to ‘banish dark colours from his palette’ and ‘only paint with the three primary colours (red, yellow, blue) and their derivatives’ he also taught Cezanne to ‘build up a picture from light-dark contrasts and, most importantly, encourages him to observe nature conscientiously, transferring onto canvas only what he saw’. (Becks-Malorny, U. (2016). Paul Cezanne : 1839-1906 : pioneer of modernism. Koln: Taschen.) 

Cubism focuses on capturing different views of the subject, which are usually objects or figures, in the same picture therefore their paintings appear fragmented and abstract as they show the whole structure of a subject or object in a single painting. Cubism artists do not use perspective or graded shading in their work as their focus is to capture the perspective of their subject not its likeness. Many people consider Pablo Picasso to be one of the pioneers of cubism as he along with his friend Gerges Barque created some of the most influential works of the movement. They challenged the ideas of realistic and conventional forms in their paintings by paining their subjects from many different angles using block colours focusing on the geometric shapes and angles creating an abstract effect. ‘These paintings become chronologically more difficult to decipher without knowledge of the systematic lanugue that the artists appear to be using. For many modernists, the works are on the ‘threshold’ of a formal development to abstraction. However, judging by later statements, the artists were pursuing a ‘realistic’ orientation.’ (Herbert, R.L. (1991). Impressionism : Art, leisure, and Parisian society. Yale University Press.)

Impressionism and cubism have a lot of differences, firstly cubism artists paint both people and objects whereas impressionism artists only paint landscapes. Secondly cubism art depicts subjects from multiple perspectives in the same painting whereas impressionism paints from one fixed perspective. Additionally, impressionists apply colours directly to their painting without blending to create obvious brush strokes whereas cubists do not do this. Finally, cubism is more abstract than impressionism. However, they also have some similarities, firstly both artist movements produced art that is considered abstract. Secondly, they both uses very simple and obvious brush strokes. Additionally, neither abide by the strict painting rules and conventions that were common practice at the time.

The idea behind impressionism is about the artists getting out of their studios and painting outside looking directly at the landscape that they painted so it is more spontaneous and forces the artist to actually appreciate what they are painting rather than just painting from a reference. It's about catching the feeling or the essence of the place rather than the true likeness of a scene. Claude Monet said that ‘his only merit in life was having painted in nature, his impressions of fleeting effects.’ (60 second art history lesson. Claude Monet and Impressionism. (2016). Indigo Artbox.) Vincent van Gogh was not an impressionist as he arrived in Paris just after their last exhibition however he was a huge advocate of impressionism and considered himself to be one as he used their visible brush strokes technique in many of his paintings and liked their idea of abandoning convention. ‘while impression was being rejected, superseded or opposed by a younger generation of artists, the term impressionism still signified … an anti-academic, official or juste milieu (happy medium) stance. Both van Gogh and Gauguin referred to themselves as impressionists in the later 1880s’ (Mcquillan, M.A. and Vincent Van Gogh (1989). Van Gogh. New York, N.Y.: Thames And Hudson.) They tried to capture the feeling of being there rather than it being a ‘perfect’ painting. They wanted to be able to catch a fleeting moment by painting as quick as possible. They painted scenes of landscapes and everyday life as they wanted to capture the real world in the real world. impressionism was intensely radical at the time as the only paintings at the time were either religious or portraits of rich people or families. 

The idea behind cubism is inspired by the late work of Cezanne, who was one of the main impressionaism artist however in his later work he move away from painting from one perspective and instead focused on emphasizing the angles of objects from different perspectives, this later became known as cubism. Cubist artists wanted to show objects how they are not just what they look like so they depicted different view points and perspectives of objects all in one painting. This creating a distorted and abstract effect however was successful in showing how we really see objects as we do not see them as flat, we see they are, 3D and angular, cubism artist set out to show this within their work. They did this by showing multiple perspectives of their subjects in one painting using geometric shapes usually in a monochrome colour pallet so the focus of the viewer would be on the perspectives. How ever this is not always the case. Cubism was intensly radical at the time as it completely when against the conventional way of paing from one perspective at the time. 

the ideas behind impressionism and cubism have many differences, firstly impressionism is about getting outside and painting the real world in the real world using simple brushstrokes inorder to do it quickly as what they are painting is not a fixed image and they wanted to capture the feeling or essence of the scene not just its likeness. Whereas cubism is about capturing different perspectives of subjects in one painting inorder to show things how they are not just what the look like. However they are similar in the fact that they both had specific aims and ideas behind their work, for impressionism this was to capture the changing outside world quickly and outside whereas for cubism this was to capture subjects from multiple perspectives in the same painting, although there aims are different they are both clearly defined and where intensly radical at the time as they went against all the rules and conventions of art at the time. Additionally both movements focused on capturing the feeling of their subjects rather than their likeness. 

In conclusion there are many differences between impressionism and cubism both visually and in the ideas behind them there are also quite a few similarities. Although impressionism focuses getting outside and painting natural everyday life around then while emphasizing the depiction of natural light through quick, visable brush strokes, blank space and unblended colours. Whereas cubism focuses on showing things how they are not just what they look like by paining subjects from many different perspectives in one paining through geometric shapes. They both were intensly readical at the time as they went against traditional paining rules and conventions which encouraged artists after them to also break the rules and investigate what they want which in my opinion is very important. 
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