Mary Prince was born into enslavement in 1788 on the island of Bermuda, which was a British Crown colony from 1684. Under the care of her last employer Thomas Pringle, Prince shared her story ‘The History of Mary Prince: A West Indian Slave’ which was published in 1831 in Britain, prior to the abolition of slavery.[footnoteRef:1] Prince was under the employment of Thomas Pringle, he was an advocate for the abolition of slavery and was a member of the ‘Anti-Slavery Society’ and encouraged Prince to share her story for the abolition cause.[footnoteRef:2] Mary Prince is now considered, due to her story detailing her life experience as a slave is now recognised as a abolitionist who done her part to help end the Atlantic slave trade, with her book being a ‘key part of the anti-slavery campaign’.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Mary Prince, The History of Mary Prince: A West Indies Slave (Salt Lake City: The Project Gutenberg, 2006 [1831]), eBook 17851,<https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17851/17851-h/17851-h.htm> [accessed 17 January 2020]. ]  [2:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, ‘Thomas Pringle’, Encyclopaedia Britannica inc, (2020),<https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Pringle> [accessed 17 January 2020].]  [3:  The Abolition Project, Mary Prince (1788-1833), <http://abolition.e2bn.org/people_37.html> [accessed 17 January 2020].] 

     Although the book details the experiences of Princes everyday life, the books preface highlights some potential issues within the context. Pringle states several times ‘suggested by herself’ the idea of the book was solely Princes and the context of the book is all Princes own words, no embellishment, indicates the book was for propaganda purposes due to the constant justification behind its written purpose.[footnoteRef:4] Pringle also states he has edited the story but only for ‘gross grammatical errors’ and to make sure it is all factually correct and liable.[footnoteRef:5]  [4:  Prince, p. iii, <https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17851/17851-h/17851-h.htm> [accessed 17 January 2020].]  [5:  Prince, p. iii, <https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17851/17851-h/17851-h.htm> [assessed 17 January 2020].] 

     Princes account of her everyday life gives a real insight into the harsh and brutal reality of slavery. The beginning of Princes history starts with her biologically family, her mother a domestic slave and her father ‘whose name was Prince’, knows little about him, only he was a slave to another.[footnoteRef:6] Slaves born into slavery knew little of their biological parents, mainly the father, this could potentially be due to slaves suffering sexual abuse at the hands of their owners, this was generally kept quiet, but happened. Her brothers and sisters resided under the same owner as her mother, indicating her owner Mr. Myners saw the breeding of slaves as economically substantiable and profitable, which was a common practice among slave owners at the time. Although Prince knew of her mother and siblings, she later describes being sold to ‘raise money for a wedding’, then realising she was merely property.[footnoteRef:7] Prince remembers the harrowing effect this had on her mother who was ‘weeping at the loss of her children’ and highlights the immoral reality of slavery and the affects separation of slave families had.[footnoteRef:8] Throughout Princes story descriptions of violent punishment, torture and murder is detailed against herself and others. A slave named Hetty was beaten to death, two young boys ‘pinched, licked and flogged’ sometimes for no reason by their mistress.[footnoteRef:9] Prince herself experienced severe punishment and torture in the forms of, flogging, rope, cart-whip, cow-skin and sleep deprivation and starvation. Prince described her time being sold around as going to ‘one butcher to another’, which is relatable among slaves.[footnoteRef:10] Prince documents the intensity of the work load she had to perform, working 24/7 ‘no sleep, no rest’ and extreme conditions to the point of nearly drowning while mining salt.[footnoteRef:11] Being punished due to not performing duties to a high standard or working enough. Sexual abuse is not explicitly described in Princes account, only washing her master naked, but sexual abuse inflicted upon slaves was very common, slave owners saw their slaves as an object, property, to which they could do whatever they pleased, this mainly resulted in slaves being impregnated by their masters.  [6:  Prince, p. 1, <https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17851/17851-h/17851-h.htm> [accessed 17 January 2020].]  [7:  Prince, p. 3, <https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17851/17851-h/17851-h.htm> [accessed 17 January 2020].]  [8:  Prince, p. 3,  <https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17851/17851-h/17851-h.htm> [accessed 17 January 2020].]  [9:  Prince, p. 7, <https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17851/17851-h/17851-h.htm> [accessed 17 January 2020].]  [10:  Prince, p. 10, <https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17851/17851-h/17851-h.htm> [accessed 17 January 2020].]  [11:  Prince, p. 11, <https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17851/17851-h/17851-h.htm> [accessed 17 January 2020].] 

     Professor Frank Proctor specialises in Caribbean studies and the Atlantic world, in particular aspects of slavery.[footnoteRef:12] Proctor examined slave vs master legal cases from the 18th century in Peru, many of these cases share the similar brutality and inhumanity Prince suffered while a slave, highlighting Princes experiences of slavery as the common traits of historic slavery. An account from Joseph Belaochaga, who was a black slave states he was ‘working all day and night, food was scarce, basically naked and exposed to the whip and stick’, his statement alone highlights unpractical working hours, starvation and harsh forms of punishment.[footnoteRef:13] Another account from a female black slave Teresa Ferro states she was overworked and received ‘inadequate food and clothing’, both accounts of abuse similar to Princes.[footnoteRef:14]  [12:  Denison University <https://denison.edu/people/frank-trey-proctor> [accessed 17 January 2020].]  [13:  Frank Trey Proctor III, ‘An “imponderable servitude”: Slave versus Master Litigation for Cruelty in Late Eighteenth Century Lima, Peru’,  Journal of Social History, 48 (2015), p. 662, <https://web-a-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=1&sid=3461962a-65c6-4ae0-a9d3-7cd34bc1eb42%40sdc-v-sessmgr01> [accessed 17 January 2020].]  [14:  Proctor III, p. 663, <https://web-a-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=1&sid=3461962a-65c6-4ae0-a9d3-7cd34bc1eb42%40sdc-v-sessmgr01> [accessed 17 January 2020].] 

     Princes account of her life brings into focus the inhumane and immoral practice which was slavery. It documents the impact upon slave families, horrible forms of punishment, the unbearable working hours and conditions of slavery and all forms of abuse physically and mentally. Not only does Princes account provide a deep insight into the history of slavery, so does the work of Proctor, who highlights how the common practices of slavery were common world-wide. Slavery although considered a thing of the past is still present in the modern world, with old practices of slavery still being used today in a more sophisticated way, such as being taken from the family, starvation and punishment in all forms. 
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