	
	
	



                                                       The Franklin expedition 
[bookmark: _Int_uNnCFfPP]The Franklin expedition was a voyage captained by Sir John Franklin which began its journey on the 19th of May 1845. It set out from Greenhithe to find a navigable northwest route through the arctic passing Canada, which was a passage that had never been fully navigated before the Franklin expedition. The expedition consisted of two royal navy ships: The HMS Terror and The HMS Erebus the voyage consisted of 129 men split between the two ships. The last recorded European sighting of both ships was in august of the same year. It was later found that both ships had been caught in ice and were unable to escape which resulted in all crew succumbing to the elements while trying to travel on foot to escape. In 2008 the Canadian government deployed a six week mission to try and recover both ships this search was carried out by local historians and underwater archaeologist Robert Grenier however the mission was unsuccessful with its search. Further down the line on the 1st of October 2014 the remains of the HMS Erebus were recovered by Canadian naval divers with the HMS Terror being recovered two years later in 2016. (Hsu, 2024) (Royal Museums Greenwich, n.d.)

[bookmark: _Int_Z7iQYW9j][bookmark: _Int_eNRgF06F][bookmark: _Int_kBIGyAtj][bookmark: _Int_VuiTtztf]The recovery of both ships held great Archaeological importance as because the ships were abandoned in a time of desperation many items were left on each ship in their original setting which aided archaeologists with further understanding how the crew would have lived in 1845.Underwater archaeological teams conducted 68 archaeological dives before they ended their excavation of the wrecks in summer of 2023. Items such as sealed pharmaceutical bottles were found in the captain’s steward’s pantry that were emblazoned with the government arrow showing that they were government property. In the same area they also found leather shoes and storage jars. Which again is interesting in showing what the crew decided was vital enough to take with them when they abandoned the ships. Upon further searching even more was excavated including a collection of unidentified fossils in the cabin of James Fairholme the Third Lieutenant of the Franklin expedition which posed many questions for the researchers involved. over 350 more items were also found in the wreckages with the forecastle which is the area of the ships where a majority of the crew would live providing a generous portion of finds including coins and pistols. Many of the artifacts that were found in and around the wreckages were found in almost pristine condition and were everyday items that were used by the crew. This helped researchers to gain more insight into the lives of the crew of the Franklin Expedition. The ships themselves were also in remarkably good condition despite the harsh conditions in which they have been sitting in for the past 175 years which is also archaeologically interesting as both ships were made of wood yet are two of the best preserved shipwrecks that have been found in recent years archaeologists working on the wrecks confessed to the importance in which the information the franklin expedition gives about how to preserve both natural and man made heritage and the effect that global warming and weather change is effecting how well areas of heritage are preserved . (Canada, 2024) (Radley, 2024)
[bookmark: _Int_8ElqRkxn][bookmark: _Int_w9QAgnCb][bookmark: _Int_uRi3RZDd][bookmark: _Int_yf64EXBG]After the HMS Terror and HMS Erebus were both caught in ice and abandoned by their crew the at the time unidentified skeletal remains of the crew members began appearing across the Canadian arctic. Over time some of these remains have been identified through DNA from teeth and modern day family members, however many have remained unnamed. Recent archaeological studies done at a dig site on king Williams island in the Canadian arctic showed that a mandible bone found belonged to Captain of the HMS Erebus James Fitzjames which has been revealed after mass research to have multiple man made cut marks decorating his jaw. This anthropologically is interesting as it according to the scientists working on the expedition the marks were made post mortem which may show the desperation of the crew members to survive that they resorted to eating each other once someone dies to try and live a little bit longer. This new discovery also poses many questions one of which being how captain Fitzjames died whether he died how many others did due to the harsh climate, hypothermia, or starvation or whether the crew became so void of morals due to desperation that they resorted to killing off the weak and eating them. From that you also begin to question when after they became trapped people began to lose their morals to allow themselves to not only think about potentially killing and then eating someone they lived and looked up to but then also following through with their thoughts and practicing these actions. There were many reports at the time by members of the Canadian Inuit community who lived on the island that the surviving crew that had abandoned the ships had now been reduced down to a believed 105 men had begun their journey across the island towards the Canadian mainland however none of them made it. Inuit members reported that the crew in time became so desperate that when a member died no matter their rank or relation, they would have become a source of food for the rest of the remaining crew. Many Europeans at the time did not want to believe that the sailors on the ship would resort to something that is seen as so horrendous and against human nature and morals. While Captain James Fitzjames is currently the only body from The Franklin Expedition to have currently been found with evidence of cannibalistic markings it does not mean that he is the only victim of horrific desperation. (Hsu, 2024) (Radley, 2024a)
[bookmark: _Int_RQcOcg2C]This case is interesting from both an Archaeological perspective where it has been able to teach so much on how expedition ships at the time were stocked and what people who went on long term expeditions such as this one would have personally taken with them but also what the conditions of a ships surroundings can have an effect on how well it will be preserved. It is also interesting from an anthropological perspective where there are many questions surrounding the crew members themselves what they believed was important enough to bring with them when they abandoned ship but also the effects that this failed expedition had on the crew to go from a crew that would have had to work together to make the ship sail to a crew that has resorted to eating one another 
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