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Introduction
In the last few years, the shoplifting from the shops, has felt a significant rise in the UK, this being a problem that is affecting both the sellers and the costumers. This Tendency has got the attention of both the police and the industrial retailers, who came to realize they need to do a deep analyze to understand the main cause of this problem growing, and to identify any possible solutions. In this work we will analyze the impact that this situation has on the retailers, will examine the main reasons for the rising of the shoplifting, and think about relevant solutions, to try and stop this rising problem
Summary
A relevant example can be Sainsburys Supermarket who has felt a 20% rise in the stealing’s in the last financial year (Sainsbury’s Annual Report, 2023). This situation has led to an increase of the operational costs, including money spent for the security and insurances. This has also made it difficult for the retailer to keep the prices to a competitive level for the customers. Another issue is the staff’s moral which is affected by all this stealing’s, who then led to a bad experience for the customers, and further down to a negative influence on the reputation and profitability.
Root Cause
To understand the reason behind the continuous rise on the shoplifting we need to deeply analyze the root cause. These are the key factors:
The Post Pandemic Effect
The Covid 19 pandemic exacerbated unemployment and financial instability leading some individuals to turn to theft as a means of survival (BBC News, 2023).  Another factor for the loss of the jobs is the online shopping who started to be verry high in the pandemic and still growing. Because of the inflation the rise of the vulnerability some people start stealing to be able to survive the basic needs. 

Rising of the Organized Crime
There has been a notable shift towards organized retail crime. Gangs operate across regions targeting high-value items or bulk thefts for resale on black markets (The Guardian, 2023) This Groups they often use well prepared methods, so it makes it difficult for the police to catch them and even for the retailer to prevent them.
Failure of implementing the security measures 
Some of the shops they have not invested in any extra modern security measures like advanced CCTV and intelligent alarm systems, which makes them more vulnerable. (Smith & Jones, 2022). Even with the high technology systems some shoplifters still manage to trick the systems by finding the blind spots like when are the busiest times. 
Challenges of both legal and enforcement
The limitations in enforcing the law, in some occasions some sanctions for the small theft are easy to avoid, and this is encouraging a delinquent behavior (UK Parliament, 2022)
Conclusion
By analyzing the main key factors indicates that the rise of shoplifting in the UK is the result of some combined factors like economic, social and legal. In order to be able to deal with this issue there is a strong need of communication and collaboration between the authorities and the private sector. Only with an ongoing collaboration they can reduce significantly the shoplifting
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