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Alvar Aalto’s Saynarsalo Town Hall

Introduction to the Town Hall
The Saynarsalo Townhall is in Finland and was built by Alvar Aalto. Aalto won a competition against other architects to recommission the town hall. Before Aalto re-done the building, it was in slight ruin that why the council wanted to re-do the building. The building was heavily influenced by the renaissance and Medieval architecture- (L, 2016). Saynarsalo town hall and the inner courtyard were protected by the building preservation order in 1994 because it was a highly thought building- (Jyvaskyla, 2018). Throughout the essay I will be looking at the history of the building, what influences it had on the surrounding landscape, and if the building fitted within the area or did it look out of place.

Introduction to Alvar Aalto: 
[image: Diagram, engineering drawing
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Alvar Aalto was both an architect and a designer. He first started as a glassmaker (Ian, 2023). Aalto is one of the most influential architects of the 20th Century and has a route for classical modernism. Aalto was one of the first and most influential architects of the Scandinavian modern movements. He would not only design the exterior of the building, but he would design the interior features that people would be able to see. Elsa Makiniemi who was working with Aalto is mainly responsible for the building and supervision of Aalto’s work. (Jonas, 2018). He was born in 1998 and died in 1976. His first architectural practice is in Jyväskylä (Richard, 2016). In the late 1920-1930s, Aalto travelled 
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across Europe and became familiar with the latest Modernism and International style trends. Aalto has had 200 buildings and 300 unbuilt buildings throughout his lifetime. After he travelled across Europe, Aalto was a member of an Elite club that included Le Corbusier, Frank Lloyd Wright Etc- (Richard, 2016). From the late 1930s onwards, the architectural expression of Aalto’s buildings became enriched by using organic forms, natural materials, and the freedom of handling spaces. (Alvar Aalto Foundation, 1998). All of Aalto’s buildings are photographed showing what the building is in everyday life. Alato Describes his architecture as a “Component in the struggle between man and nature”- (Aj Contributor, 2016). Aalto saw architecture, not as a stylistic exercise but as a scheme of light, surfaces, acoustics, and climate conditions he faced. His buildings aimed to respond sensitively to their surroundings thus fitting the climate of the buildings.

History of the Saynarsalo Town Hall: 
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               (Bethan, 2023)                                                            (WIKIARQUITECTURA, 2020)                     

The Saynarsalo Town Hall in Finland was built by Alvar Aalto, It is located on a small island in the centre of Finland’s lake (L, 2016). Aalto won the competition that was held in 1949 and he was immediately commissioned on preparing all the drawings for his design. Although the building was a little more ruined than Aalto would have liked, he still referred to the Saynarsalo as the “Town hall building once it was complete- (Richard, 2016). The construction of the town hall building began in 1950 and was completed the following year layer in 1952- (Docomomofi, 2019) Aalto designed the town hall as a place where everyone in the area can meet and go to have a chat not just a place for the council. The town hall was one of Aalto’s most admired designs. Alvar Aalto saw the town hall as a challenge because he wanted to show the superiority of civic: buildings over commercial ones and to build in the middle of the trees, so people had a soft landscape that surrounds them, he was inspired by the ideal city of the Italian renaissance (Thangavelu Sivakumar, 2011). The Town Hall was home to around 3,00 people, which is now a visitor’s centre- (Alvar Aalto Foundation, 1998)Aalto designed the layout of four two-story wings around a square courtyard, he set one of the stories 
Bethan Davies
2101063
History and Theory
ACAA5003 

higher than it is surrounding. The building plays a critical role in the architecture that surrounds the building, the “Forest Spaces” immerses the town. hall- (Aj Contributor, 2016). In the council chamber, there is a clockwise chair and a desk that was designed by Aalto himself- (Richard, 2016). The Saynarsalo town hall building is no longer used for it is original purpose, in the summertime, the building is open to visitors and the guest rooms that were originally for the council workers can be booked for overnight say all year round. In 1933 the Town hall lost its primary function, the offices that the council workers had closed down in 2015 but the library continued the stay open to the public now- (Design Stories , 2021). 

Plan of the Building –

[image: Gallery of AD Classics: Säynätsalo Town Hall / Alvar Aalto - 13]
(Richard, 2016)
Before Aalto started designing, he wanted to create a courtyard that was a central park of the design for the town hall. He wanted the courtyard in the middle of the plan and the other building to investigate the courtyard, he was mostly influenced by parliament buildings that had buildings surrounding a courtyard because he thought that “Courtyards offer the ultimate space and allow many people to come together as one- (Auryn, 2023). The plan of the building shows an atrium space in the middle to allow the building to breathe and to allow light to escape through the buildings and into the rooms. there is a top window above the entrance hall that allows the hall to be bright and airy but not so dark- (L, 2016). It is an Asymmetrical Plan. The building contains, offices, a library, a small bank, and living spaces for the employees, etc. Around the courtyard, the council board is on the lower level, the public library is to the south side and the office is to the north and east. (WIKIARQUITECTURA, 2020). The main entrance was tucked away behind the council chamber. On the ground floor, some shops are placed underneath the library which sits on the second floor, a 
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bank is located below the council chamber, and services spaces for the council as well, the pharmacy also sits on the ground floor- (Richard, 2016). Aalto was able to design ultimately allows the function of functioning to expand if further required- (Mingtj, 2017). Aalto Laid out four two-story wings around a square courtyard, he set one story higher than its surroundings to capture the surrounding landscape. There are two staircases on either end of the building that leads up into a courtyard from the ground level, the eastern staircase is made from stone whereas the western staircase is made of soil that is held up by wooden planks- (L, 2016). Aalto wanted people to climb those steps to feel like they are arriving somewhere different. The simplicity of creating a space where you do not know where you are going.  The elegant handrail that slides up into the atrium space shows what kind of person Aalto was. - (WIKIARQUITECTURA, 2020). The town hall is 10 meters tall and has a separate tower that is roughly 17 meters. The height of the building emphasizes the dignity of the spaces within the building and gave the entire building an impressive and Suttle look- (Design Stories , 2021). Aalto wanted people to climb those steps to feel like they are arriving somewhere different. In the courtyard, there is a water feature that has a bit of scar influence.

Materials used.
[image: Great Detail: Phil Coffey on Aalto's Säynätsalo Town Hall brickwork]
(Aj Contributor, 2016)
Saynarsalo Town hall combines natural materials in a natural setting that can be seen around the building. The main Material used for the exterior and interior is bare red brick, and along the main hall and staircase is all exposed brickwork. In the Council House Room. Most of the walls are low bearing. The brickwork does not rise directly from the ground because of the amount of snow and frost but a concrete plinth and clad square protects the brickwork from any damage or cracking that would affect the building- (Richard, 2016). The building itself is straightforward with floor slabs, concrete columns, and circular steel columns supporting the hallways’ roof- (Richard, 2016). The roof 
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is made from timber but there is a butterfly beam that Aalto included in his design which was nicknamed “The Butterfly”, Aalto has a series of half trusses in the traditional framework which consists of 16 secondary side beams and putting them on an angle to create a butterfly effect- (Takinen Harri, 2020). On the outside, the roof consists of a simple copper roof encased with brickwork- (Richard, 2016). The windows consist of stained black timber that is tilted just above the first floor, and the doors inside each room are timber that is painted. The ceilings are concrete that is painted white. At the top of the stairs is natural light which is in a wooden slatted screen that is inspired by Japan, which allowed the stairs not to be dark. Alvar Aalto used Brickwork has a standard Flemish bond laid in angles to catch the low-level light that the upper floor required and some of the bricks were placed slightly centre to catch the sunlight throughout all angles of the day. The building has Horizontal and Vertical Planes which you can see throughout Aalto’s other buildings. He also has overlapping planes representing the scale of a full building in his project- (Aj Contributor, 2016).
How the building responded to the Landscape
[image: SaynatsaloTownHall]               [image: Differences between the Internet Experience and the Actual Experience of  Saynatsalo Town Hall | CMU Architecture Scandinavia 2010]
(L, 2016)                                                          (Bethan, 2023)
The building responds to the landscape in a very Suttle way because he did destroy any of the trees that surround the area, but he incorporated the building into the area. The building is not very harsh, but it is soft, and it invites you to come to see it. The way the building was able to grow old and become a part of nature. Aalto took the landscape and was able to use it as a basic guideline and merge them both but in a Suttle and soft way. Inside the atrium space, there is a waterfall that I included in the plan to get the idea that the sound of water calms people- (Teija, 2021). The raised patio inside the courtyard transformed a simple municipal building into an urban place and the surrounding landscape-. The building from a distance does not even look like a building, if you come from the town centre and try and find the building it blends in with the landscape so much that the building can be easily missed, which is a good thing because that is what Aalto intended on doing but when you are there the building looks like it fitted into the landscape very well. The way Aalto design the building to fit the area is very remarkable because he would find a purpose for a particular building and see what he is working with would fit into that kind of landscaping area. The town hall building really responds to the landscape because he knew 
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what he desired and how the building should respond to the landscape because he wanted to make sure that you came from the forest side to enter and see these steps that lead you into a building of the unknown area, which he based his idea on that the building should not be harsh to the area that surrounds it- (Alvar Aalto Foundation , 2020).
Conclusion
In Conclusion, the Saynarsalo Town Hall by Alvar Aalto was one of the most successful buildings that Alvar has done because he had an eye for detail that responded throughout the design and the detailing throughout the building itself. The town hall was done in such a shuttle way that it did not harm the landscape that surrounded the building, the plan of the building showed that a civic building can be done in a simple and has less of an impact on the people and the landscape that is around the building. The way Aalto described his architecture as a “Component in the struggle between man and nature”. This is taken on board with his design for the Saynarsalo Town Hall because he did not struggle to respond to the building with the nature around. He takes this saying to all the buildings that are how he designs. The steps that lead up to the courtyard soften the whole approach to the landscape within and outside the building, Aalto had been doing biophilic architecture throughout his whole life and you can see some through his design of the Saynarsalo hall building. If the Saynarsalo Town hall was put somewhere else, it would not have the same impact and influence as it has on Finland country which shows that the building fits right into the surrounding setting. The building had 3,000 people visiting the building every day, now the building has double the amount of people visiting the building now because it is one of the most influential buildings that Alvar Aalto had done and architecture students study and look at and study it. The building from outside to inside does not feel disconnected from one another, the way they interlock in such a Suttle way you cannot tell the difference.

References
Aj Contributor, 2016. Great Detail: Phil Coffey on Aalto’s Säynätsalo Town Hall brickwork. Architect Journal.
Alvar Aalto Foundation , 2020. The culitvated Landscape of Alvar Aalto: Ehibtion Tour, s.l.: Alvar Aalto Foundation .
Alvar Aalto Foundation, 1998. Alvar Aalto's Life. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.alvaraalto.fi/en/information/alvar-aaltos-life/?gclid=Cj0KCQjww4-hBhCtARIsAC9gR3bB-zUi5G9sWMAJH1x8QzkCrWgNV5qljQ8CWXBiDoZy2BF7wod2stUaAjxmEALw_wcB
[Accessed 29th March 2023].
Auryn, M., 2023. Alvar Aalto’s Säynätsalo Town Hall and Democracy. Research Gate, 29th March, pp. 3-5.
Bethan, D., 2023. Town Hall Drawing. [Art].
Design Stories , 2021. Säynätsalo Town Hall is a masterpiece that represents Alvar Aalto’s more humanistic design, s.l.: Design Stories.
Docomomofi, 2019. Docomomofi. [Online] 
Available at: https://en.docomomo.fi/projects/saynatsalo-town-hall/
[Accessed 29th March 2023].
Ian, S., 2023. Alvar Aalto's Life. [Sound Recording].
Jonas, M., 2018. Säynätsalo Town Hall. [Online] 
Available at: https://en.docomomo.fi/projects/saynatsalo-town-hall/
[Accessed 29th March 2023].
Jyvaskyla, 2018. Säynätsalo town hall. [Online] 
Available at: https://www-jyvaskyla-fi.translate.goog/asuminen-ja-ymparisto/asuminen/kotikulmat-jyvaskylan-asuinalueet/saynatsalo/kunnantalo?_x_tr_sl=fi&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
[Accessed 29th march 2023].
L, F., 2016. AD Classics: Säynätsalo Town Hall / Alvar Aalto. In: Säynätsalo Town Hall / Alvar Aalto. s.l.:Arch Daily, pp. p155-57.
Mingtj, 2017. Modern Architecture: A visual Lexicon. [Online] 
Available at: https://visuallexicon.wordpress.com/2017/10/04/saynatsalo-town-hall-alvar-aalto/
[Accessed 29th March 2023].
Richard, W., 2016. Town Hall, Saynatsalo. In: Town Hall, Saynatsalo. s.l.:Weston Richard, pp. 1-45.
Takinen Harri, 2020. Saynatsalo Town Hall, s.l.: Takinen Harri.
Teija, I., 2021. Alvar Aalto and the art of Landscape. periferiadesign, pp. 1-7.
Thangavelu Sivakumar, 2011. Architecture 17 of 23 Alvar Aalto the community center of Saynatsalo Finland, Finland : Thangavelu Sivakumar.
WIKIARQUITECTURA, 2020. Saynatsalo’s Town Hall. [Online] 
Available at: https://en.wikiarquitectura.com/building/saynatsalos-town-hall/
[Accessed 29th March 2023].











Fiederer, L. (2016) AD Classics: Säynätsalo Town Hall / Alvar Aalto. United Kingdom, United Kingdom: Luke Fiederer. 

(Fiederer, 2016)


image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image1.gif
Nkl

Bty

VAN

Do)

Bufecfly  Fox

Applon N

a profotype

Ce ll
e B





image2.png




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




