	Target
	Response 

	As an introduction, you could possibly reinforce the assignment question regarding challenges and opportunities to teaching and learning which would perhaps clarify the content of you introduction from the start.
	I have talked about the opportunities of cross curricular learning as described by Graham Donaldson. 

	To provide counter arguments as well as supportive or progressive arguments throughout each aspect of your response, keeping it clear and concise.

	I have provided counter arguments to my points. 

	 A stronger conclusion referring to the QTS standards in line with your professional development and summarising key points raised within the assignment.

	 



Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material.
Graham Donaldson (2015) is a major contributor to the development of the Welsh Curriculum. After many meetings with teachers, pupils, and others in the education sector across Wales, Donaldson was able to determine what changes needed to be made to benefit education in Wales which he explains in his report, Successful Futures (2015).  As a result of these meetings, Donaldson deduced that there ought to be six AOLEs, all contributing to the four purposes that also came as of these meetings (Educate Group, 2019). These areas are expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, languages, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy, and science and technology (Welsh Government, 2022). Following the Donaldson’s report (Donaldson, 2015), the Welsh Government enrolled the New Curriculum for Wales in 2022, prioritising the learner, the development of skills that will be used in the workplace and allows for real-life experiences (Welsh Government, 2022). Donaldson’s report highlighted the many flaws in the curriculum at that time, which led to the new and improved curriculum (Welsh Government, 2022). Within the Curriculum, the four purposes, the common goals and vision for each child, and six areas of learning and experience (AOLEs), providing students the opportunity to integrate diverse experiences, knowledge, and abilities, and to create connections across their learning are at the heart of the curriculum. What Matters statements, which are the "big ideas" and central principles of the curriculum, are included in each area. These AOLEs positively contribute to the four purposes and include three cross-curricular skills: literacy, numeracy, and digital competency (Welsh Government, 2020). For students to be able to access knowledge, literacy, numeracy, and digital competency are required cross-curricular skills. They allow students access to the depth of a school's curriculum and the wide range of options it presents, giving them the lifelong skills they need to fulfil the four purposes (Welsh Government, 2022). To ensure this, there are frameworks put in place to provide guidance for practitioners in their lesson planning. Graham Donaldson states, in his report Successful Futures, that the curriculum's Areas of Learning and Experience should not be viewed as discrete units or scheduled subject areas, and it is not appropriate to develop cross-curricular responsibilities and broader abilities independently of one another. Rather, they should all be viewed as fostering integration and linkages both inside and between the Areas of Experience and Learning. Making artificial links would make the exercise pointless, but if strong linkages can be made both inside and across the Areas of Learning and Experience, they will probably enhance and strengthen the learning that occurs in the individual disciplines (Donaldson, 2015). Donaldson also set out twelve pedagogical principles, which he defines as the choice of teaching techniques based on the goals of the curriculum and the requirements of the students and are used as the foundation for the curriculum's delivery. One of these principles is to ‘make connections within and across Areas of Learning and Experience’ (Donaldson, 2015). This assignment will discuss the challenges and opportunities that cross-curricular learning presents and support these points with theoretical perspectives and how teachers have found cross-curricular learning in the classroom. It will also include a description of a lesson plan, demonstrating good cross-curricular teaching, including a focus task, a task led by a teaching assistant, and an enhanced provision task. 
There has been much controversy about how beneficial cross-curricular teaching is. Many argue that curriculum subjects should remain isolated and that there is a lack of resources to carry out cross-curricular teaching effectively, while others believe that subjects should be integrated to provide more authentic experiences to children. Jonathen Barnes states in his book, An Introduction to Cross-Curricular Learning (Barnes, 2015, pg. 261), curricular learning aims to provide more comprehensive, durable, and transferable understandings of the world we live in. Barnes found that cross curricular learning has dated back to the Ancient Greek philosophers, such as Plato, who believed that integrating practical, intellectual, and emotional skills would be of great significance in education. Lucas et al (2013), (Barnes 2015), believes that authenticity in teaching and learning is facilitated by cross-curricular learning. With the help of the compelling personal experiences, the teacher and students can enter "real world learning.” 
However, as a counter argument, in a report by Impact Wales (2024) it states that local governments are currently experiencing a financial crisis, which has impacted education, causing a lack of resources to be able to carry out cross curricular teaching effectively (Impact Wales, 2024). In another aspect, Entwistle (1970) argued that integrated studies appeared to be a "poor instrument" for learning in a controlled, managed manner (Greenwood, 2013). Furthermore, Alexander, Rose, and Woodhead (1992, 21) contended in the "Three Wise Men" report that denying kids access to some topics amounted to "... denying them access to some of the most powerful tools for making sense of the world which human beings have ever devised" (Greenwood, 2013). According to Greenwood, five primary themes have dominated discussions among educators regarding the practical challenges of implementing an integrated curriculum: the fact that topics can lose their uniqueness, that topic work frequently leads to the setting of low-order work, that the connections created between subjects in planning may be flimsy and artificial, that there is frequently a lack of progression, and that assessment is a significant challenge (Greenwood, 2013).
In the Curriculum for Wales 2022 Feedback Analysis (O’Prey et al., 2019), many researchers demonstrate the opinions of the respondents regarding the responsibility of providing the cross-curricular skills across the AOLEs. A wide spectrum of stakeholders with an interest in education, including practitioners, school administrators, parents, special interest groups, and public sector organisations, submitted responses. In addition to the contributions obtained by attending workshops and focus groups, the Welsh Government also received 1,680 contributions via email and the internet. When asked if they thought that the guidelines helped students develop the abilities necessary for cross-curricular responsibilities, most of the respondents gave either very good or moderately good answers as many believe that the cross-curricular approach may be a useful strategy for promoting the acquisition of critical skills and abilities. However, some of the respondents disagreed with this, arguing that a variety of practical issues, such as how they are embedded, could jeopardise teaching and learning across the various duties. Other felt that the guidance may be improved by adding lesson plans and examples, as well as by making the instructions simpler to make it easier for readers to understand the contents.
During my Bridging experience, I was able to witness how teachers were able to incorporate these skills into and across each of the six AOLEs and use cross-curricular teaching. For example, the focus topic was the Second World War. Whereas this is usually seen as a history topic (humanities), the teacher was also able to incorporate expressive arts by getting the children complete art tasks and providing a role play area. Languages, literacy, and communication was also introduced by the children writing letters from the war to home describing how they felt. Map work and learning about different transportation methods was also included in the topic which falls under the humanities AOLE. However, despite there being many positives to cross-curricular learning, some would argue that this is not the best method to teach our pupils. 
To demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching can be done, I have formed a lesson plan (appendix 1) for a reception class, encompassing the cross-curriculum framework within the Curriculum for Wales. For my lesson, I have devised three tasks that will last fifteen minutes each. Before the tasks begin, I, as the teacher, will read the book Sunk! by Rob Biddulph to the whole class, which would also take around fifteen minutes. I have chosen this book as it includes great visuals and illustrations for the children and has fun, creative characters such as Captain Walker Plank. It also includes rhyme and descriptive pirate vocabulary, for example, ‘hoist’ and ‘cutlass.’ This adventure story is captivating for the children and tells a story about the importance of friendships. Once I have read the book, I will split the class into 3 groups who will rotate to a different task after the twenty minutes is up. One of the tasks will be led by me, the teacher, the second task is assisted by the teaching assistant (appendix 2), and the third task is an enhanced provision task which the children can use themselves without assistance (appendix 3).
 In the teacher-led task, where I will be prompting the children and providing child-centred teaching, the children will each develop a list of equipment and other items that they would take if they were going on a pirate adventure. They will devise a list of five items from the pictures laid out on the table and we will discuss why they would take these items and why they decided against taking the other items. The More Able and Talented (MAT) children can attempt to write down what they have chosen in a list form. I have chosen this activity as it promotes language, literacy, and communication, by taking it in turns to articulate reasons why they have chosen their items, listening to one another, and providing counter arguments. This idea also promotes the children to become healthy, confident individuals, prepared to speak their mind without worrying about other’s opinions. It helps them determine what is important to them and allows for a differentiation between needs and wants. This task also includes some role-play as they would have to imagine how they would think and feel if they were to go on a pirate adventure, contributing to the expressive arts AOLE. I would also argue that this task includes the health and well-being AOLE as some of the items will include survival equipment such as water and food, which they will need to consider to survive out at sea. Furthermore, this task also follows the LNF, developing the listening progression step two, ‘I can listen to others and understand that they may have a different perspective to my own’ (Welsh Government, 2022c) and other that have been included in my lesson plan (appendix 1).  
For the task that is led by the teaching assistant (TA) (appendix 2), I have created a task which falls under the science and technology AOLE, but also includes mathematics and numeracy, and language, literacy, and communication.  For this task, the children will select an object from those provided and predict whether this object will float or sink. The TA will ask questions or prompt ideas to start discussions about what they predict will happen to the object when placed in a basin of water. The children will tick the box that they predict, either float or sink, then place the object in the water. If they need to correct their answer, they will tick the correct box with a different colour pen. They can then count the total number of objects that floated on the surface and the total that sunk. For the MAT children, they can wrap some of the objects in bubble wrap, to begin learning about the concept of buoyancy.  
The enhanced provision task (appendix 3) focuses on health and well-being as it develops fine-motor skills. This task involved a tuff tray filled with dried rice that has been dyed blue to represent the ocean and is filled with different coloured fish. Around the edge of the tuff tray will be colourful cups in which the fish need to be sorted into by using tweezers to pick up the fish. It also includes the literacy, language and communication AOLE as they can discuss with each other and work as a team to complete the task. 
In summary, there are a lot of opportunities and challenges associated with integrating cross-curricular approaches in education. Students can get a deeper comprehension of concepts and cultivate critical thinking abilities, which are crucial for success in the modern world, by dismantling the conventional barriers between subjects. Additionally, cross-curricular teaching promotes teacher collaboration, which gives students a more integrated and cohesive learning experience. 
Cross-curricular initiative implementation, however, calls for meticulous preparation, teamwork, and continuous support. To guarantee successful implementation, issues including curriculum alignment, teacher preparation, and resource allocation must be resolved. Additionally, cultivating a culture that supports interdisciplinary learning requires overcoming opposition to change and managing bureaucratic obstacles. 
Notwithstanding these difficulties, cross-curricular learning has a lot of potential advantages that can provide students with chances to create links between topics that are important and cultivate the abilities required for success in the future. The integration of cross-curricular activities will surely play a crucial part in preparing students for the challenges of the 21st century as educators continue to explore cutting-edge approaches to teaching and learning.
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