Community Policing: Partnerships, Policing and People
Why is Community Policing so Vital and what effects does it have on Policing Partnerships and People?

Abstract
This report will take an in-depth look at policing partnerships and the benefits of good community cohesion.
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Introduction
In this assignment a spotlight will be directed at Community Policing. What is it? Why is it so important? and how useful is it? All these questions will be answered in this report while taking a further look at some case studies to see how Community Policing works in the real world setting and what the public's opinion of this Policing strategy is. Community Policing is a policing strategy which is widely used in the UK to be able to try and identify problems from the point of view of the general public and to also try and improve policing partnerships with local businesses like schools, gyms and football clubs. This close partnership within communities is vital for the police because it helps the public have a better view of and relationship with the police meaning that the public is more likely to report crimes quicker overall lowering the crime rate in the area. Hopefully if this method is carried out well and appropriately it will change the publics perception of the police. At the end of this report the reader will hopefully be able to have a better understanding of community policing and why this method of policing is so vital to not only to the police but also to the public to not only make the area safer but overall happier too. 
Objectives
1. To help explain the processes of community policing 
2. To give an understanding of the effects of community policing and the processes involving partners. 
3. To show the positive and negative effects of Community of Policing on the Community. 


Main Body
What is Community Policing?
First of all, to be able to understand Community Policing it must first be established what a community is, because although everyone has their own understanding of what a community it is, it is important to provide the exact definition of community to ensure everyone is on the same page, the definition of community as provided by the Cambridge dictionary is ‘’the people living in one particular area or people who are considered a unit because of their common interest, social group, or nationality’’ this definition gives a clear example of what a community is and now to build off of this we must ask is community policing, community policing is a policing strategy which almost pre-dates policing itself which has over time been modernized to make it suitable for today's society. Neighbourhood policing and community policing are two terms which are used interchangeably and essentially mean the same thing. Laws in England were first introduced between 600 – 1400 years, these new formal laws put the responsibility of chasing the criminals and escorting them to the royal courts on the community entirely, these new laws also made it illegal to try and protect or hide anyone suspected of being a criminal. The crime of hiding or helping criminals was seen as such a bad crime that the punishment for committing this crime was often death, this reliance on the community to present the criminal in court is the first examples of community policing Beckley. A (N,D).
The man to really put a spotlight on community policing somewhat recently is Robert Peel also known as the ‘’founder of modern policing’’, Peel R in the 19th century published the ‘’principles of democratic policing’’. These principles would be once again looked at in the 20th century by the United Kingdom and America. The purpose of the principles were to try and fight crime without interrupting innocent citizens lives too much. AECH (2020). College of policing (2021) explains modern community policing is shifting its focus onto finding longer term solutions for current problems while also implementing new technologies to help engage different communities which may have different interests, and finally to really push to improve community relationships and partnerships with local schools and communities. There are many different advantages of community/neighbourhood policing given on the College of Policing (C.O.P) and these include an increase in a flow of very important information being provided by the community to help stop crimes within the community and also make some would be criminals change their minds on committing the crime in the first place, another advantage is promoting community safety and the feeling of safety in the community, there are many other advantages of community policing but now it is time to flip it onto its head and to look at some of the disadvantages of community policing, when community cohesion breaks down between the general public and the police many things can and will go wrong, for example if there is not a strong communication line between the public and the police the public may choose to not report crimes to the police because they believe that the matter will be handled poorly or that nothing will be done leading to a break down in trust for the police Sage Publications (N,D), a good example where the trust was broken down was the case of George Floyd which although it happened in America it had major impacts on the police in the UK sparking the BLM movement and causing riots here in the UK BBC (2020). This major incident sparked a wave of rage across the UK with the police then being called institutionally racist which is a major hinderance to the police because it means that certain ethnic groups may feel unsafe to come to the police for help due to the label given to them. It became such a big issue chief constables from across the UK released statements agreeing with the movement NPCC (2020). These issues caused really highlighted the very fragile balance that is required to ensure good community cohesion while also outlining the cost of getting it wrong. Community cohesion for the police is one of the biggest and most complex problems within the UK. 
Effects of Community Policing on policing partnerships.
[bookmark: _Int_Cb8AUbf9]Community policing partnerships are very complex and difficult to maintain but it is vital that the police ensure that these partnerships are kept and upheld. The police have many different partnerships with different businesses and organizations for many different reasons, College of Policing (2023), but to be a bit more specific for the needs of this report the police force will create and strengthen partnerships in their own local area, this is beneficial because it means that these partners of the police will be more likely to report crimes that some people may decide not to report which helps lower the problem of un reported crimes another advantage is that these partners will be very important places and sources of information for the police as these partners for example a barber shop or the local football club will have first hand access to information which the police might not have been able to get otherwise also places like a barber shop or the local football club would be hot spots for information to be spread and acknowledged which makes it vital that the police has access to these sources of information, meaning that the police can work with these local businesses to provide long term plans in the community to reduce the crime rate positively benefiting everyone, also the public may even recommend different ways to solve the problem which the police might not have thought of which may work better than the one that the police had come up with Farell. C (2022). An example of a partner of the police is the NHS and more specifically the mental health department, this partnership is a very vital to the police because the police while trained to understand be accepting of different mental health problems they are not experts, which is why it is very useful to be able to call the professionals in mental health to be able to fully understand the needs of the person they are dealing with so that, that person who may be going through a very difficult time can receive the best possible care Gov.UK (2023). On the flip side if the police were not partnered with the NHS mental health team then the police would not be able to provide the best possible care due to the fact that the police are so outstretched already and overall it would decrease the level of care everyone would receive while also increasing police waiting times which will also once again lowering the publics opinion of the police Francis, S (2023).  Another very important partner of the police is the social services, the social services work with the police because unfortunately it is quite common for the police to come across vulnerable children who may not be receiving all of the support that they should be, this partnership with the social service allows the police to be better equipped to deal with young people who may be struggling or even some parents which may require a bit more guidance in parenting. This partnership once again allows the police to be better equipped to deal with these people and to also give better care and a hopefully better outcome for the people involved. With this partnership the police have the power to take young children off of their parent and put them into foster care if the police believe that the situation for that specific family is unsafe for the children, if it is decided that the situation is unsafe for the children then the police will shift the care of the child into the hands of the social services where that child will then be put into care allowing the social services to work with the potentially struggling parents to hopefully give the children back permanently but if not then that child will be put into care Garett P.M (2004). This partnership is vital in the UK as without it many children may be living in places which may be unsafe or even abusive, in 2023 there were 83,360 children being looked after including adoptions in the UK which is down 0.5% when compared to the year before, on average 70 in every 1000 children are looked after, one of the best things to hear is that in 2023 there were 33,620 people who were no longer being looked after which is up 5% although some of this figure will just be people who have grown out of the social services system a lot of this figure is younger children who have been able to return to their parents due to the help from the social services, Gov.UK (2023). All of these examples show the benefits of the partnerships that the police have and hopefully the figures above will help to explain the severity of the problem if these partnerships were to break down, so while these are all very complex it is vital that these partnerships do not fail. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, Community Policing is a very vital part of modern policing although it was a method created centuries ago, and without community policing the UK may have looked very different now and it is a method that has been proven to work. Although the benefits of community policing is very clear to see it is a very thin line and must be maintained very carefully because if community policing began to fail there would be major problems in the UK on top of the ones that are already going on in the UK. Although this method of policing is so embedded within the police there are always areas which can be improved  and maybe in the future there may be a better method thought of which can help the strive to have better and safer streets. 
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