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During this reflection, I will be using Gibbs reflective model, to assess how I have implemented. The transferable skills I have learnt during my first term of university (Gibbs, 1988). Last term, I wrote an essay discussing whether judges should be considered public servants. I aimed to demonstrate a strong thesis, as this is a topic of discussion that I am passionate about. I also wanted to achieve a first, as I am someone who harbours self-doubt so endeavoured to aim high for my first assignment to prove to myself that I am capable and ready for higher education. I completed the assignment by studying in the universities private study rooms alone. I did this because I have learnt that home learning can be extremely distracting, and this was proven in my attempts to study from home where I became side-tracked (Moore, 2010). 
I placed my focus on completing a wide range of research from reputable sources and tackling critical analysis skills as I knew these would be the tools to enhance my grade (Campbell & Cabrera, 2014). Ultimately, I achieved my goal and was able to achieve a first on this assignment. This is evidenced by my grade of 72% and feedback noting that I provided substantiated points from a range of sources with a good attempt at critical analysis.
 Prior to writing the assignment, I felt extremely stressed and under pressure. I am my own worst critic, and I was almost too aware that my goal was going to be difficult to achieve for a first assignment as I had major knowledge gaps in the style and composition of the assignment and the legal knowledge required; it was all a new experience. After completing the assignment, I felt a great sense of relief and the pressure was lifted until a few days prior to the release of results where I began to feel the anxiety creep back in.
 One element that went particularly well in the assignment was the research aspect. I kept in mind the ‘CRAAP’ test while assessing sources and was able to gather a good amount of research by using journal articles and cases from LexisNexis and the library (Cottrell, 2019). Using these databases gave me access to range of reputable opinions and evidence to back my thesis and challenge it. This meant I was able to demonstrate critical analysis. Learning how to research correctly will also be vital in a legal career, as the law is so vast it is impossible to know every area (Fafinski & Finch, 2021). There could be time in my career where I find myself having to conduct research on a new area or a reform of legislation, and the skills needed to distinguish reputable, relevant and up to date sources is key (Skinner, 2019). 
An element that did not go as well was my formatting. This is because I did not spend the time to read the full assessment criteria which required a specific format. This consequently led to me formatting the assignment incorrectly and this was consequently highlighted in my feedback. I also found that as I was extremely interested in this particular assignment, I let it impact my performance and time spent conducting with the other two. Although I was pleased with my grade for this paper, this led to my other grades being disproportionate. I have identified that I have an issue with procrastination and find it hard to keep motivation to complete an assignment if it is not based on a topic that I am interested in. Due to my interest in this topic, I mismanaged my time and neglected my other assignments until last minute leading to easily rectifiable mistakes.
 In conclusion, I know that that throughout higher education, the scope of learning is so in-depth, that inevitably there will be subtopics that I am not as passionate about but are just as important in terms of my progress and knowledge, this will be the same in my future aspirations to pursue a legal career, where I may have to obtain knowledge which isn’t within my direct scope of practice to fit within the wider picture (Embley, et al., 2015). I have learned that the key to success in higher education and beyond for me will be improving my time management and learning techniques to improve my motivation (Cottrell, 2019). For future assignments, I aim to conduct a clear plan for each of my assignments and allocate an equal amount of time to each element by using the studying journal method (Cottrell, 2019). The journaling method focuses on fitting periods of study dedicated to specific tasks around your day-to-day routine. As a procrastinator, having a structure like this allows me to stick to a routine and manage my time between assignments easier.
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	Student Name
	Student Number
	Module
	Code

	Alisha Ashmole
	2223229
	Learning in the Digital Era
	BMPS4009

	What goals do I want to achieve?

	How will I measure my progress?


	What resources or support will I need?

	How is the objective relevant to my personal aspirations?

	What is the timeframe for the achievement of my goals?


	Specific
	Measurable
	Achievable
	Relevant
	Timebound

	The main goal I wish to achieve is impactful time management. This is what has heavily contributed to my mistakes so far on the course (Truman & Hartley, 1996).

Better time management would also mean I am able to devote more time to volunteer work and work experience which would give back to the community around me while also contributing to my employability post-graduation (Paine, et al., 2010). I currently volunteer for the universities law clinic, but as my study days are condensed and the clinic work is ad-hoc, I would like to include a variation of volunteer work into my schedule to be well-rounded (Barton, et al., 2022).  
I would like to improve my referencing. This is something that I can moderately do, but not as confidently and consistently as I would like.


As someone who used to be referred to as a book worm, I aim to get back into old habits of reading for leisure and not just academic research.
	I aim to use the journaling method. This means I can monitor a physical copy of where I am spending my time and hold myself accountable (Sinfield & Burns, 2022).



I will be researching all the possible volunteering opportunities that are available either within my area, or where the work is available online.




This is measurable ultimately by the marks and feedback I receive from my assignments (McMillan, 2012).



I aim to measure my progress my joining a book club so that I am following along with a routine (Thewall & Bourne, 2019).
	I will be purchasing, a study specific journal, which will have noting and timetabling sections, so I am able to have a clear scope of what is needed to be done, and what I have achieved. (Sinfield & Burns, 2022)



I will need to contact my lecturers and the law faculty in order to identify any upcoming volunteer work that they could recommend.




I will be purchasing the recommended reading resources for referencing, making use of the databases and consulting the university librarian if there is a specific reference that I find difficult to understand.
I have the option to use both the university and the local library. If there is a specific book I cannot source through them, I can purchase copies or an eBook.




	Good time management is key to any professional sector. I aim to embark on a legal career, time management is vital as it is a fast-paced environment, where tasks are needed to be completed swiftly and with the upmost accuracy in order to protect my professional identity and provide competent service to clients (Grisson, et al., 2015).
This is relevant to my immediate aspiration to give back to the community while my focus is studying, and I do not have the pressures of fulltime work or a family. It will also provide me with career relevant experience (Paine, et al., 2010).


This is vital as I aim to achieve a first in my degree. Referencing consistently is key to achieving the marks required to complete that goal (Sinfield & Burns, 2022)
 Consistently reading for pleasure and not just research improves fluency in all aspects of reading and writing (Herbert & Graham, 2011). In my childhood I found I made most progression in grammar, spelling and punction in the years I began to read for leisure (Ritchie, et al., 2015). Research shows that this is not a concept only applicable to early years and reading more will continue to improve my writing fluency which is vital for both university and my future career (Ritchie, et al., 2015)



	I aim to implement this goal immediately as it is key to my academic life and professional career. Looking forward I would like to be in a place where I am confidently submitting assignments prior to the deadline, whilst knowing I have spent sufficient time between each assignment.

I aim to be applying for at least two opportunities per week until I have access to a volunteer role which can work with my schedule and is fulfilling.




I would like to steadily improve my referencing by consistently achieving more marks in that area. Gaining even one additional mark per assignment in this area would confirm to me that I am on the right tracks (Cottrell, 2019).

I will initially choose one book per month to complete and as I begin to get back into the habit of reading for fun. I would like to steadily increase this to two books and so forth. 
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