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1. [bookmark: _Toc73137390]Introduction
The rescheduled COP26 event in Glasgow is now less than six months away, and with the events of the previous 18 months, COVID-19, Brexit, US presidential elections, becoming major influencing factors on the global economy, and alternative views becoming as loud as ever with the aid of social platform, it is important to consider whether treaties such as the Paris Agreement are successful and viable or not. 
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), a part of the wider United Nations (UN), is made up of 197 members of over 200 countries, with representation from a range of backgrounds. The purpose of the UNFCCC is to support the global efforts to combat the threat of climate change (UNFCCC, n.d.-b). The UNFCCC is also the parent treaty to both the 1997 Kyoto Protocol and the 2015 Paris Agreement, further accords agreed by UNFCCC members to tackle global warming and rising greenhouse gas emissions.  
The Paris Agreement is an international climate change treaty signed by 196 parties at the 2015 COP21, with the goal of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels (UNFCCC, n.d.-a). To achieve this, countries must develop their own Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) on how they plan to act against climate change and submit them, in advance to each Paris Agreement meeting, for analysis. The agreement works on a 5-year cycle, the first of meeting, since the agreements enforcement in 2016, will be held at COP26.
COP26 is the 26th annual meeting of the ‘Parties’ of the UNFCCC (Energy & Climate Intelligence Unit, n.d.), The Conference of the Parties (COP). With the COVID-19 pandemic forcing cancellation in 2020, COP26 will be held in Glasgow in late 2021. COP26 is considered a crucial event moving forward in action again climate change as the world continues to fight both the health, social, political, and economical adversities caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Also, adapting to and change in legislation and regulations at a national level influenced by Brexit and the US presidential election.  
This report will identify and interpret 3 key issues facing the UNFCCC within the Paris Agreement, using appropriate sources for evidence, backing up my own opinion on the issues and whether it is still necessary to have a global agreement on climate change. I will then provide recommendations moving forward, based on my analysis and findings within the report.





2. [bookmark: _Toc73137391]The Issue with Climate Treaties
In the age of social media, it can be easy to get lost amongst the real and fake information surrounding us, but generally, governments agree on the science surrounding climate change, and that something must be done to tackle it, what they cannot agree on is who is the most responsible and how targets for emission reduction should be set. Problems also arise at a national level, for example following President Joe Bidens entry of the US back into the Paris Agreement, after the Trump Administrations withdrawal, he also announced the US will aim to cut emissions by 50% of its 2005 level by 2030 (Maizland, 2021), a move that maybe ambitious when trying to gain congressional support in Washington. Another issue identified includes the financial aspect of the agreement. When first signed, the Paris agreement pledged to commit $100 in financial support (Clémençon, 2016) per year by 2020 for developing countries to adapt and mitigate losses, a commitment that my fall short due to the global recession caused by COVID-19 and the belief that the reports my not be transparent. Despite global efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, there is still a rising amount of Carbon Dioxide in the atmosphere, continuing the heat the earth and experts warn that this could bring ‘environmental catastrophe to much of the world’ (Maizland, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc73137392]2.1 Who’s Fault is it?
In 2017, statistics from Climate Watch (Maizland, 2021), show that, historically, the US and the EU (excluding the UK) have emitted more greenhouse gases since 1850, than China, Russia, Germany, India and the UK combined. However, when comparing these statistics to Climate Watches statistics (Maizland, 2021) revealing the world top greenhouse gas emitters in 2017, China came out on top, doubling the second place US emissions. When using data such as this to create terms for a treaty such as the Paris Agreement, it is easy to see why countries cannot make a definitive decision on who is responsible for climate change and who should bear the brunt of the cost of action. On one hand, previous high emitters should be held accountable for the damage already caused at their hands, on the other hand, previous low emitters who are now amongst the highest should also be held accountable for any continued damage. Though the question remains, how can we hold the latter parties accountable without infringing on their rights and efforts to grow economically?
[bookmark: _Toc73137393]2.2 Agreeing to Disagree?
When considering the ambitions of the Paris Agreement, it would be sensible to recognise that, at a national level, not all opinions and targets will be met with willingness. As previously mentioned, the US alone has had a turbulent relationship with the Paris Agreement so far, although spearheaded by President Obama 2015, his successor was less than fond of it, and the Trump administration planned to withdraw from the agreement at the November 2020 COP26, due to its rescheduling the withdrawal did not go through and President Biden backtracked on this during his first few months in office, after beating Trump at the 2020 election. Similar instances happened with G. W. Bush snr and Bill Clinton when entering and withdrawing from the 1997 Kyoto Protocol (Clémençon, 2016). Although this re-entry of the US into the Paris Agreement is a positive step, President Biden, along with many other world leaders, may struggle to convince the governing bodies of their home nations to agree to any new commitments made at COP26 due to the increased negativity surrounding global warming and the need to take action. If countries cannot come to an agreement at a national level, about their responsibilities toward climate change, then can their leaders be trusted to make the right commitments at an international level?
[bookmark: _Toc73137394]2.3 Unexpected Financial Constraints
According to the COP26 website (UNFCCC, 2021), the goals of the convention are to discuss and agree upon matters of, Mitigation, Adaptation, Finance, and Collaboration. However, many countries and industries are still feeling the financial impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as the health, safety and social distancing impacts, and are likely to do so for some time. As the pandemic itself still has hold on some of the major players involved in COP26 and the Paris Agreement, it may be foolish to expect or rely on financial agreements, as some may not have the available cashflow to make large commitments while they navigate the recovery of a global recession. 
[bookmark: _Toc73137395]2.4 In My Opinion
I believe there are many reasons that a global agreement on climate change is still necessary, though I can understand the concerns highlighted in my research. The need to protect our planet is as urgent as ever, in its 2018 report (Masson-Delmotte et al., in press) the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) warned that if we do not half our emissions by 2030, the effects of climate change could be irreversible. In an update of their original report, the Royal Society and US National Academy of Sciences (2020) identify the causes of climate change, concluding that the majority of recent emissions are down too human activities, and advise that if changes are not made soon, the speed in which climate change effects the planet will greatly increase. Evidence discussed at COP26 concludes that the likelihood of major flooding, droughts, and other natural crisis, will increase if we do not strictly adhere to the commitments laid out in the Paris Agreement (Maizland, 2021). With this evidence backing my personal opinion on climate change, and the issues that have been identified within this report, I believe that a global treaty on climate change is the only option moving forward. This is because I believe that, if left to tackle climate change individually, many UNFCCC parties may not focus enough on the overall goal to save the planet.


  
3. [bookmark: _Toc73137396]Conclusions
From the analysis of my findings within this report, and with my evidence-based opinion formulated, it would be reasonable to agree that, although they are not without their faults, global climate change treaties are very much still necessary, and are an integral part of the global effort to reduce carbon and greenhouse gas emissions and tackle climate change, before it is too late. This can only be achieved by working together, and the UFCCC and COP meets enable the platform for the issues identified in this report to be discussed appropriately and fairly. Although these issues may seem hard to overcome to some, and the COVID-19 pandemic will cause a negative outlook on future commitments, it is integral to the human race that we keep working toward the Paris Agreement Goals. 

4. [bookmark: _Toc73137397]Recommendations



[bookmark: _Toc73137398]References
Clémençon, R. (2016). The Two Sides of the Paris Climate Agreement. The Journal of Environment & Development, 25(1), 3–24. https://doi.org/10.1177/1070496516631362
Energy & Climate Intelligence Unit. (n.d.). This briefing aims to answer all your questions on COP26. Retrieved 23 May 2021, from https://eciu.net/analysis/briefings/international-perspectives/what-is-cop26-who-will-attend-it-and-why-does-it-matter
Maizland, L. (2021, April 29). Global Climate Agreements: Successes and Failures. Council on Foreign Relations. https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/paris-global-climate-change-agreements
Masson-Delmotte, V., IPCC, Zhai, P., -O. Portner, H., Roberts, D., Skea, J., Shukla, P. R., Pirani, A., Moufouma-Okia, W., Pean, C., Pidcock, R., Connors, S., Matthews, J. B. R., Chen, Y., Zhuo, X., Gomis, M. I., Lonnoy, E., Maycock, T., & Tignor, M. (in press). Summary for Policymakers. Global Warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special Report on the Impacts of Global Warming of 1.5°C above Pre-Industrial Levels and Related Global Greenhouse Gas Emission Pathways, in the Context of Strengthening the Global Response to the Threat of Climate Change, Sustainable Development, and Efforts to Eradicate Poverty.
The Royal Society & US National Academy of Sciences. (2020, April). Climate Change: Evidence & Causes (2020 Update). The Royal Society. https://royalsociety.org/-/media/Royal_Society_Content/policy/projects/climate-evidence-causes/climate-change-evidence-causes.pdf
UNFCCC. (n.d.-a). The Paris Agreement. Retrieved 28 May 2021, from https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
UNFCCC. (n.d.-b). UNFCCC About US. Retrieved 28 May 2021, from https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/what-is-the-united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change
UNFCCC. (2021, May 18). HOME. UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) at the SEC – Glasgow 2021. https://ukcop26.org/



2 | Page

