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Introduction

Crime prevention is defined as “strategies and measures that seek to reduce the risk of crimes occurring, and their potential harmful effects on individuals and society, including fear of crime, by intervening to influence their multiple causes” (United Nations Economic and Social Council, 2002). Crime prevention is the main principle of Sir Robert Peel’s original nine policing principles, the basis for law enforcement in the United Kingdom, this is because preventing crime is preferable to simply punishing an offender as it reduces the suppression of citizens rights, meaning that in the United Kingdom, the effectiveness of a police force is evaluated through the crime rates of the area it polices rather than the number of arrests it makes (Law Enforcement Action Partnership, 2017). Because of the importance of crime prevention in the United Kingdom, policing authorities have extensively researched methods of crime prevention and identified key principles of preventing crime and identified drivers of crime. West Yorkshire Police has identified several key principles of crime prevention; target hardening, which involves making a property or any potential target of crime harder for an offender to access. Target Removal, which could be done by simply ensuring that any target for criminals is out of view. Reducing the payoff of crime, meaning that crime is less profitable to an offender. Controlling Access, so that only individuals who are unlikely to offend are allowed access to a target. Surveillance, that is visible such as CCTV so that any potential offenders know that they are being monitored. Environmental changes, to make an area appear cleaner and closing off any areas that are crime hotspots. Lastly, rule setting, which involves the creation of security protocols that become natural habits over time (West Yorkshire Police, 2022). Any crime prevention programme that could effectively utilise these principles would be effective in reducing crime rates through deterrence rather than punishment. This has been shown to have a range of benefits for the whole public; this is because the reduction of crime reduces the costs associated with a criminal justice system and makes communities safer for the public, as well as leading to more humane treatment of individuals who still offend (United Nations Economic and Social Council, 2002). The United Kingdom government has identified six key drivers of crime as part of its modern crime prevention strategy; opportunity, character, effectiveness of the Criminal Justice System, profit, drugs and alcohol (Home Office, 2016).  





Situational Crime Theory

[bookmark: _Hlk101023551][bookmark: _Hlk101026421][bookmark: _Hlk101026971]The Situational Crime Theory places emphasis on the situations where crime may occur rather than the criminal acts themselves that are being committed (College of Policing, 2022). Situational crime prevention reduces crime by using researched models that aim to reduce the opportunity for potential offenders to commit crime (Smith, 2016). Situational crime prevention is largely based around an analytical approach to preventing crime and works beyond the mainstream criminal justice system (Freilich and Newman, 2017); situational crime prevention focuses on analysing different types of crime, the situations where each type of crime occurs and possible intervention methods that would be effective in reducing the rate of crime in a particular situation (Freilich and Newman, 2017). Methods that are used to intervene in a situation where crime may occur involve the manipulation of the environment or any potential target of crime (Welsh and Farrington, 2012). For these interventions to be effective in reducing crime, they must deter criminals through increasing the required effort to commit crime in the situation, increasing the risk of them being caught and punished for the crime, reducing the reward for committing the crime, removing anything in the environment or modifying a target so that potential offenders are not encouraged to commit crime and removing any excuses that offenders may use as a defence in the justice system (Cornish and Clarke, 2003). There are a number of strategies and protocols that can be implemented so that these criteria can be met. Firstly, to increase the effort required to commit an offence, target hardening can be implemented, an example of this in a situational context would be using steering locks in cars parked in areas where the rate of car theft is high (Australian Institute of Criminology, 2003). To increase the risk of an offender being caught committing a crime, various methods of surveillance can be used, such as CCTV and altering the environment so it is harder for offenders to conceal themselves, by for example improving street lighting (Australian Institute of Criminology, 2003). The financial incentive to commit crime can be reduced by making targets both difficult to find and identifiable so that they cannot be sold on following a theft (Australian Institute of Criminology, 2003). A situation can be made less criminally provocative through reducing stress placed on individuals in the area by keeping potential offenders calm through ensuring that processes run efficiently and reducing opportunities for disputes by implementing measures such as segregated seating at events (Australian Institute of Criminology, 2003). Lastly, excuses for crime can be eliminated by setting rules that are clearly shown to the public and controlling the consumption of alcohol and drugs in certain areas (Australian Institute of Criminology, 2003). 



Rational Choice Theory

[bookmark: _Hlk101346723][bookmark: _Hlk101034346]Proponents of the rational choice theory believe that “individuals use rational calculations to make rational choices and achieve outcomes that are aligned with their own personal objectives” (Ganti, 2021). Because crime is often beneficial to the interests of those who commit it, the rational choice theory can be applied to criminology. Research into the rational choice to commit crime shows that offenders will only commit crime if they encounter an opportunity to commit an offence that is beneficial to them but are likely to be deterred if there is a high likelihood of being sanctioned (Ontario Ministry of Children Community and Social services, 2022). Because of this, the rational choice theory is linked to the situational crime theory (College of Policing, 2022). For this reason, many of the preventative measures used as part of the situational crime theory such as target hardening and surveillance can also be applied when using the rational choice theory to prevent crime. For example, property criminals are less likely to target properties that are properly secured and located in areas with higher surveillance as the criminal would rationally decide that the benefits of attempting a criminal act would not outweigh the risks (Ontario Ministry of Children Community and Social services, 2022). When used in this approach, the rational choice theory is one of the successful and cost-effective methods of crime prevention (Hayward, 2007). One strength of the rational choice theory is that it can provide an explanation for why certain criminals commit offences (Ganti, 2021). The rational choice theory explains why “reasoning criminals” target certain items such as products that are new to the market to steal (Siegel, 2010). Siegel argues that criminals conduct “risk evaluations” and will rationally decide not to commit a crime if they believe that there is a substantial risk of being caught, fear the punishment that follows capture, uncertain about the reaction of their peers and loss of reputation and whether the crime is sufficiently beneficial for the individual to risk the possible negative consequences (Siegel, 2010). However, a weakness of the rational choice theory is that it fails to explain why individuals commit crime irrationally (Ganti, 2021), meaning that it cannot be used alone as a preventative to crime.   




Social Control Theory / Social Bonds Theory

[bookmark: _Hlk101346074][bookmark: _Hlk101347188]The social control theory and social bonds theory are criminological theories created by sociologist Travis Hirschi in 1969 to explain the causes of delinquency and has since remained one of the most discussed theories of crime by academics (Pratt, Gau and Franklin, 2010). Rather than focusing on reasons why individuals commit crime, Hirschi bases his theory on the reasons why individuals obey the rules of society (Kempf-Leonard and Morris, 2019). Hirschi’s social control theory states that individuals commit crime as they are able to see the benefits that they would obtain by committing a criminal act and that the reason why most restrain themselves from committing the act is because they also see the risks associated with the crime, particularly the rejection from society as the law is largely based around the values and norms of the society (Criminal Justice, 2022). A two year case study into the theory of social control found that there was a relationship between an individual’s integration into society and their likelihood of committing crime (Junger-Tas, 1992). Hirschi’s social bonds theory explains that the vast majority of individuals are fundamentally self-interested and because of this, human beings are naturally inclined the commit criminal acts (Wickert, 2022) and that only the four elements of social bonds prevent individuals from committing crime; attachment, commitment, involvement and belief, which together form social control (Hodwitz, 2014). Firstly, “attachment” is the strength of the bond that the individual has to the normal, non-delinquent values of society (Wickert, 2022). Because this attachment can be to groups within a society, an effective way of preventing criminal behaviour would be to deflect offenders through using diversionary schemes, particularly for young offenders (West Yorkshire Police, 2022), so that they can be removed from a criminal environment and placed in surroundings where the values of society are promoted. Secondly, “commitment” is the benefit that an individual would hold on to if they refrained from committing a criminal act, as they have invested too much resource into a non-delinquent lifestyle to risk punishment from being captured following an offence (Wickert, 2022). Because of this, according to Hirschi’s theory any measure that increases the likelihood of an individual being caught and harsher punishment following capture should they commit crime would in theory reduce the rate of crime amongst those who live outside of criminal environments. However, there is no evidence to suggest that harsher sentences reduce crime and that in fact in the UK despite a recent increase in sentences, there has been no reduction in reoffending rates (Khan, 2021). Thirdly, “involvement” is the amount of non-delinquent activities that an individual participates in (Wickert, 2022). One effective way of promoting involvement in activities such as these are youth centres. These centres ensure that young people are in environments where there are set rules, which prevents them from falling into groups where criminal behaviour is promoted (Booth, 2019). Lastly, “belief” is the amount of belief that an individual has in the norms and values of the society they live in; when the values of society are questioned, the likelihood of offending increases (Wickert, 2022). According to Hirschi’s theory, educating individuals on the law and the reasons why laws existed would prevent crime. This is supported by evidence as research shows that when police forces in the United Kingdom work closely with schools to educate pupils, crime rates amongst the pupils decrease (Lamont, Macleod and Wilkin, 2011). While these four principles have been shown to have a link to delinquent behaviour, research into the influence of each principle on the rate of crime has been limited (Krohn and Massey, 1980).        



Routine Activities Theory 

[bookmark: _Hlk101343120]The routine activities theory states that crime occurs within normalised “routine activities” within society and that changing the situations that emerge as a result of these activities would in theory have an effect on the likelihood of a criminal act being committed during a routine activity (Wikström, 2018). In these situations where crime can occur, potential offenders evaluate if they are able to commit a crime if there is an available target, which can be human or non-human, and if there is a guardian present that is capable of apprehending the offender (Nickerson, 2022). Additionally, the potential offender must be sufficiently motivated to commit the crime to be able to carry out this assessment (Wickert, 2020). This explanation of why crime occurs can be used to find ways to prevent crime. Firstly, available targets can be removed through “target removal” practices such as ensuring items that are likely to be stolen are out of view (West Yorkshire Police, 2022). Secondly, a guardian can be placed in a situation to defend a potential target through surveillance such as alarms, security guards and creating illusions of occupancy in properties that are likely to be targets of crime (Australian Institute of Criminology, 2003). Lastly, potential offenders can be discouraged from committing crime through removing provocations in situations where crime may occur; reducing the opportunity for conflict and discouraging the repetition of previous offences would have a discouraging effect on individuals considering a criminal act (Australian Institute of Criminology, 2003). 



Conclusion 

In conclusion, each of the four criminological theories that have been discussed are able to be linked to the ten principles of crime prevention (West Yorkshire Police, 2022). Because of this, they can all be used in some way to bring about a reduction in crime rates. Of the four theories, the social control and routine activities theory are likely to be the most effective in preventing crime as they relate to the largest number of principles of crime prevention.  
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