INTRODUCTION TO TEFL:
Session 5(b)  READING SKILLS


In everyday life there is a proliferation of reading material. Whether it be newspapers, magazines, journals, posters, product packaging, teletext, e-mail, intranet or internet, we are all at the mercy of reading texts. In fact, for many people, text messaging has become a way of life.
Reading is very much an ACTIVE process where the reader brings their own pre-existing knowledge about the subject matter into play. In the case of the learner reading texts are used primarily for two purposes. That is, in developing reading comprehension and for learning new language.

When teaching reading skills to our students we need to consider 3 main stages, namely pre-reading, reading and post-reading. Let us examine each of these stages on turn :-
(1) PRE-READING. This stage can be further sub-dived into 4 more steps :-
1.1 preparing for silent reading – decide how you would introduce the text. Then decide which words you would present  before reading. Finally, think of some guiding questions.

1.2 introducing the text – introduce the theme of the text, prior to reading, help Ss by giving them some idea of the content and increases their interest by motivating them to read the text.

1.3 presenting new vocabulary – we do not need to pre-teach all the new vocabulary to the students. It is important to allow them to guess the meanings of some words from context. This is called inference.
1.4 using guided questions – such questions give the reader a purpose to read by asking them to look for something as they read. Such questions should be designed to guide the reader towards the main points of the text. Guided questions should focus solely on general meaning and avoid details. Furthermore, they should be quite brief, relatively easy to answer and avoid directing the reader to the most important points raised in the text. 

(2) READING
There are 3 possible variations here with 2.1 being the usual method :-

2.1 Ss all read silently to themselves


2.2 T reads aloud, while Ss follow in their books 


2.3 Ss read aloud in turn
(3) POST-READING
This latter stage basically involves ‘follow-up’ activities. If reading texts contain language that is useful for Ss to produce, as well as comprehend, they can be used as a basis for language practice. As such, there are several ways of doing this. These are some of the most popular suggestions :-
(i)
Discussion questions

(ii)
Reproducing the text
(iii)
Role-play
(iv) Gap-filling
[Please note, (i) and (iii) focus on the theme of the text, whereas (ii) and (iv) focus on the language] 

 - adapted from Adrian Doff
Students are essentially involved in 2 types of reading, intensive (for class/study purposes) and extensive(outside the classroom/for pleasure), c.f. casual and focussed listening. Whatever type of reading is the case students can be taught a number of specific reading skills :-

(1) PREDICTION
- this simply involves reading a text, usually a story, which is incomplete. Students   then have to predict what comes next. Such an exercise will provide the necessary motivation to engage the individual(s) in the active process of reading.

(2) SKIMMING
- skimming means reading for gist/general understanding. As such skimming activities could typically include the following:-


2.1 skim reading a series of short newspaper articles in order to match them with suitable headlines. This could be a multiple choice type activity with suitable detractor headlines mixed in with the actual ones


2.2 reading a series of short paragraphs and then writing a summary of each

(3) SCANNING
- scanning means searching/scanning a text for specific information. Typical scanning exercises may include the following :-


3.1 reading a text and then answering a series of questions.


3.2 completing a crossword puzzle based on a reading text.

Skimming and scanning are very important reading sub-skills. As a result, the vast majority of exercises

relate to them. As native speakers most people will skim-read to see if an article is of any interest, or if

they are pushed for time. If a particular story grabs our attention we then switch to scanning skills.
(4) DEDUCTION 
- this means guessing the meaning of a word from the context of its sentence and/or paragraph. It can also involves guessing what the missing word or phrase could be in a standard cloze passage. Typical exercises are as follows :-


4.1 guessing the meaning of a series of nonsense words, based on their position in a given structure. This is also referred to as inference.


4.2 working out the missing parts of a cloze passage by examining all the existing language, as described above.

Deduction, in particular inference, is a skill that we all use when we come across new vocabulary, e.g. 

during our extensive reading when we are looking through a newspaper or reading a novel. We recognise

the fact that reaching for the dictionary will destroy the pleasure of reading. However, as native speakers

of English, we carry that extra knowledge which allows us to guess the meaning quite accurately. As

such, we can simply absorb such words into the recognisable stream of text in front of us. Students should
be encouraged to cultivate this skill rather than simply reaching for the dictionary.
The above 4 reading skills constitute the main skills taught via EFL material. However, there are many 

other skills which are important, in particular to students that have a more advanced level of reading to

begin with. [These will be covered on the next handout.]  
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(5) REFERENCING
- referencing has 2 forms, namely anaphoric (referring back) and cataphoric (referring forward). This can be illustrated as follows :-


When he had finished, John was exhausted. He sat down and fell asleep.

The first ‘he’ refers forward to John and is therefore cataphoric. The second ‘He’ refers back to John and is consequently anaphoric. In most texts the majority of referencing is anaphoric in nature. 

(6) LINKING WORDS
- this area will be dealt with in the session on writing skills. However, for the sake of reference, linking words are the signposts that writers use to guide the reader through a text. Typical examples are as follows :-


Also/In addition/But/However/Consequently/Subsequently/Therefore etc… 
(7) IDENTIFYING MAIN POINTS
- in the session on writing skills we will examine the role of  topic sentences which give the main idea of the paragraph.
(8) IDENTIFYING SUPPORTING POINTS – in the session on writing skills we will examine the role of  supporting sentences which follow the topic sentences in paragraph structure.
(9) SUMMARISING



- this relates back to skimming  
(10) UNDERSTANDING PLAIN FACTS

(11) UNDERSTANDING HIDDEN FACTS – this also referred to linguistically as inference
Whatever reading skills we are aiming to teach our students, we need to consider the very nature of the

reading texts themselves. That is, are they authentic (i.e. a real-world example), semi-authentic (adapted

from a  real text)  or non-authentic (purely designed by the teacher for a definite linguistic purpose). 

In the case of authentic texts there are several advantages :-

· exposure to a wide range of easily accessible material, esp. via the internet

· the subject matter can be highly motivational if based in reality

· can rely on world knowledge

However, there are also some disadvantages :-

· if too difficult for the Ss then can be de-motivational

· not enough exposure to the target language ( an advantage of a non-authentic, contrived text)

· grading the material is difficult for the teacher, e.g. it is easy to find material for intermediate to advanced learners but not so easy for the lower levels.
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