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In this essay, I will be discussing the history of Thomas Jefferson and his attitudes towards the federal government, as well as exploring the different views of Alexander Hamilton’s federalist party and Thomas Jefferson’s main reasons for erring towards democracy over republicanism. I will also be looking at the declaration of independence, the Virginia statute for religious freedom, as well as the many other writings by Thomas Jefferson and the Louisiana Purchase and what this says about the Jeffersonian political party. Thomas Jefferson was known as the ‘Man of the people’ and was the writer of the declaration of independence. ‘The declaration of independence in July 1776 and is considered one of the most important days of American history as well as the most defining moment of Thomas Jefferson’s life.’[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Library of congress, Jefferson’s library project https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/jefferson/jeffdec.html ] 

During the American Revolution, ‘the continental congress who were the government of the 13 American colonies approved the declaration of independence and separated from Great Britain.’[footnoteRef:2] Jefferson was in support of this separation and wrote a statement about how it was a right of the colonists to rebel against the British government and stated that “all men are created equal and have the inalienable right of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” Although, some may argue that the meaning of this statement within the declaration of independence is questionable as Jeffersons racist actions and views as well as him being a slave owner to over six hundred people is contradictory. This is because this statement was not being extending to enslaved African Americans as only white men were given the right to vote during this time.  [2:  The first amendment encyclopaedia https://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1218/thomas-jefferson ] 

I believe that this highlights Jeffersons complex decision making and his opposition to government control but in some instances such as slavery support for his own. It is evident was guided by the majority at times as during the time when slavery increased especially in the ‘states of Virginia, Maryland and North Carolina as well as it being apart of 50% of the population,’[footnoteRef:3] and the financial gain for the US, he removed the anti-slavery clause from the constitution. However, he condemned slavery and described it as “one of the many evils foisted upon the colonies by the British Crown” blaming King George for his role in the slave trade, one would assume he was completely opposed to slavery, despite being a slave owner himself and later removing the anti-slavery clause after receiving political criticism from delegates and economic reduction as Jefferson relied on slavery.  This also shows how Jefferson was sensitive to the criticism of others. In terms of today’s political system, the constitution provides a large debateable discussion about the hypocritical actions of Jefferson. [3:  400 years since slavery; a timeline of American History  https://www.theguardian.com/news/2019/aug/15/400-years-since-slavery-timeline ] 

The series of events that followed shows that Jefferson was mainly concerned with the idea of government control and making the United States a more economically secure country. Jefferson felt that the federalist’s stronger government would mean that the rights of citizens would be too powerful and restricting which contributed to the fight for a weaker federal government. This also introduced the Bill of rights where he believed that this would ensure freedom.                                                      He wrote the Virginia statute for religious freedom in 1776 where it was later accepted in 1786.  The Virginia statute for religious freedom was a written statement about freedom and was mainly based around the separation from the government and the church. He believed that people’s religious beliefs should not influence how they are treated by the federal government and where this occurs is a sinful act and ‘an infringement of a natural right.’[footnoteRef:4] This stated that the government cannot favour one religion or belief system over the other. [4:  Thomas Jefferson and the Virginia statue for religious freedom https://virginiahistory.org/learn/thomas-jefferson-and-virginia-statute-religious-freedom ] 

Thomas Jefferson was elected the 3rd president of the United States in 1800. He founded the democratic republican party which was one of the first two political parties in America. 
Jefferson believed that the government should make decisions based on the contents of the constitution whereas Alexander Hamilton’s federalist party made their decisions based off a loose constitution. When he felt that the federalist government did not abide by this, he along with James madison (the 4th president of the United States) wrote the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions which were called “secret letters” about the matter. He was unable to share this view publicly being the president of the United States at the time. The Kentucky and Virginia resolutions resulted in the nullification theory where individual states were given the authority to void the laws made by the federal government, as both Jefferson and Madison stated that the federal government had in fact gone above the constitution. The Kentucky and Virginia resolutions stated ‘where powers are assumed which have not been delegated, a nullification of the act is the right remedy.’[footnoteRef:5] The southern states later used the nullification theory to fight against issues such as slavery.   [5:  Thomas Jefferson https://www.britannica.com/biography/thomas-jefferson/declaring-independence ] 

This shows that Jefferson was completely opposed to Hamilton’s federalist views and actions especially when concerning the constitution. It also highlights how determined Jefferson was to ensure that Hamilton’s federalist party would not gain control of his constitution nor allow the laws to affect the rights and freedom of the common man of the U.S.
The democratic republic party or Jeffersonian republicans believed that the national government belonged to both the rich and poor and that power should be with the people not those of high class. The Jeffersonians republic party wanted a reduced small and limited government with less taxes which were initially created by Alexander Hamilton, (the leader of the federalist party) they also were mostly focused on agriculture and farming for economic gain rather than the federalist dependency of commerce and manufacturing. The Hamiltonian’s as a government wanted more control of the economy as a treasurer and wanted to protect the manufacturing industry. The Jeffersonian’s took the route to allow things to take course which is called “laissez-faire. an example of this is the different views of the National Bank, where the Jefferson felt that the National Bank would be detrimental to the U.S. economy, it was also not in the constitution and believed that they were unfairly favouring wealthy business men. 
These principles highlight how much Jefferson’s use of the constitution controlled most of his decisions. For Example, in 1787, Thomas Jefferson did not approve of the new constitution, as he felt that it gave too much power to the government. Once Jefferson was elected president in 1801, planned to downsize the state government but after Spain transferred the territory of Louisiana over to France this is what is known as the Louisiana Purchase. This is where ‘Jefferson made a 15-million-dollar purchase for the entire territory’[footnoteRef:6] as Jefferson knew this would be of a large financial benefit for the U.S. and its agricultural industry. Despite, it not being written in the constitution. [6:   JSTOR The economic philosophy of Thomas Jefferson ] 

Jefferson erred more towards democracy over republicanism because his attitude was mainly articulated over a number of themes; social and economic equality where he felt that the government should not just be concerned with those of high class but both the rich and poor where each individual state would be able to govern the issues that would affect them the most. 
 Whereas the federalist party was mostly concerned with a strong national government with the belief that it was more efficient, which Jefferson was completely opposed to as they did not consider these issues. This demonstrates Jefferson’s need to appeal to the people making his political party more active in addressing individual needs. 
With Jeffersons pursuit of happiness, liberty and the right of life being at the forefront of his beliefs, he thought that the government should not be one federal government but it should be those who are most likely going to be affected by these laws that should govern them. He also was opposed to the federal government because he was afraid of tyranny occurring and how the government would use their power to abuse the rights of individuals.
In conclusion, some may state that Thomas Jefferson’s had a huge impact on the U.S. economy. Thomas Jefferson advocated for Americans through his writings of the Declaration of independence, the Virginia statute of religious freedom, the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions as well as one of his biggest accomplishments, the Louisiana purchase which was increasingly beneficial to the U.S. This is because he wanted to ensure that people could live in a country where their government is concerned with their individual liberties, instead of the federal government abusing their power to accommodate the wealth high class. After considering all events and the history of both Jefferson and Hamilton, I feel that the economical differences were one of the most important reasons which determined why Jefferson was opposed republicanism, as well as the unconstitutional laws being made by the federalist party. When comparing both parties, I feel that it fair to state that both Hamilton and Jefferson made decisions which were beneficial and detrimental to the U.S. economy. However, I would say that Jefferson’s plans to expand the U.S. strengthened the economy as a whole.





