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Abstract or Executive Summary 
The term virtual learning has been in existence for many years, other words started to spring up as online learning and e-learning. Virtual learning environment (VLE) is a structure of tools designed to increase a student’s learning experience by including the internet and computer software's.   In the early 20’s virtual learning tools expanded; this enabled individuals to have computers at home, making it easier for them to study about their subject. In the early 90’s several schools had been constructed to educate courses online only. Technological advancements also helped people with less money use for transport. In the 2000’s businesses started using virtual learning to train their employees. 
Virtual learning delivers instructions to employees when they are at home or out of offices, this minimizes the need of teachers, students and employees at work or classrooms. Virtual learning is online, so they allow student to interact with their teachers about their courses and the progression. It is also very beneficial because the Internet has everything you need to know, and since the target audience are students and they spend most of their time browsing, they are surely accustomed to how it works.  



Introduction

My assignment is to produce a research report on the impact of virtual learning and practical activities drawing together activities conducted both in and outside classrooms (such as in class development of a questionnaire, secondary and primary data gathering with production of statistics and graphs at UWTSD. 

The VLE services that the University of Wales and Trinity of Saint David’s provide are online lectures. These online lectures consist of the lecturer and the pupils to be in a video call or phone call, where the lecturer will discuss their lessons and talk them through their lessons with screening. It is ideal for the pupil to have a computer, laptop or a phone for these lectures to take place UWTSD provides students to have logins which are associated the university, where they will have their own unique numbers and password to identify who they are and what they are studying. This gives the students the privilege to see their courses, meet deadlines and they can have their own email addresses to communicate with their peers and lecturers about things they do not understand or need assistance with. As of now we are not in a pandemic, so it’s very useful and beneficial for these services to be provided, to also allow students to progress. 

Literature Review 
In the book of’ Virtual learning’ by John P Cutchell, he first published this book in 2002. In his research he stated that successive government realized the importance of computer and its investment it made in schools. He also stated the fact that schools teach ICT to teach students how to use computers and know more about the computer software. In the 1990’s schools started gaining access at home. In this research the author inspects computer ownership and the use of students and those that do not have computers at home are disadvantaged which means they stay behind for their courses.  He then went onto say that online learning facilities are provided for both teachers and students. 
I also did research on an institution named ‘St Edmund’s College and Prep School’. Every 9am the students log into their VLE and receive their tasks all day. Students have specific tasks and resources and will return work via VLE for their teachers to mark. 
Another institute named ‘North eastern Institution’ spoke about the benefits of virtual learning, it gives better time management, because it allows you to juggle things, for example if you are a university student, your lecturer will set you a day to submit your work, so the point is proven that you need computer software, when you cannot physically be in classes. 

Primary Research 
Methodology
In my research that I have done I had an interview with a number different students asking them whether virtual learning was effective from a scale to 0 to 10 and why. This is the data that they provided.
Interview

	Is Virtual Learning Effective? Scale 0-10
	

	Anonymous
	3

	Anonymous
	9

	Anonymous
	5

	Anonymous
	6

	Anonymous
	4

	Anonymous
	0



All these students had given me their reasoning, which they have said below 
Anonymous quoted, ‘I had given a 3 because I do believe that virtual learning is effective but costs a lot of money, because not all students have the money to fund for technologies for the online courses, and not all software's are compatible, so that will also mean more money for updated software's, which will fix bugs and any viruses’
I then asked her what she thinks should be taken in place for her score to increase. She added ‘it would be a lot effective if the government or schools gave students and employees updated technology that works effectively’ 

I also then asked another anonymous  why he believed that virtual learning deserved a score of 9. ‘I believe that virtual learning, because it saves a lot of time and you don’t need to physically attend lessons, and because the internet has everything you need so you can browse it’. 

I then asked, would they recommend virtual learning instead of in-class lessons, and they agreed 9

Lastly, I asked the last person which had a different approach he scored virtual learning scoring it a 0. ‘I preferably like going into lessons, because browsing online, can make you distracted, which just waste time, and time management is very important. I also feel as if schools are made to go into’
 I then asked  what they thought was ideal to better his score, and  said ‘nothing, keep schools opened and allow pupils to do handwriting and communicate verbally in the institution’ 

Observe
As I have observed I have realised that more people preferred virtual learning, which means more students are comfortable with the basis of lessons and studies being online. Students preferred online learning because it allowed them to understand in their way and not the way the lecturer was teaching them but could also like ask the teacher if they need any support. 

Surveys
I recently did a survey for students asking them ‘Why students should study online, and this is how the results calculated. 
This was from students from a local university.
	45% 
	Wanted a change from their local school 

	44% 
	Require or need flexibility 

	35% 
	Need a safer environment 

	26% 
	Health concerns 

	14% 
	Travel expenses

	10% 
	Cited bullying or anxious 

	5% 
	Don’t know how to use technology

	
	




Surveys are good, because then they provide room for improvement and ways to benefit everyone. 

Ethical Consideration
Ethics educationally means providing education to students regardless of their race, gender, ethnicity or mental/physical disabilities. Online learning environments have a role to provide to all audiences. In online courses, like face-to-face classes, the student has to show respect to the teacher and pupils. Ethical consideration also helps ensure the safety and well-being of the students taking this course.  In the last two decades, online courses have become very popular, due to its increase a lot of speculation has taken place about online learning. There had been rules which are now called the ‘Code of Ethics’ The list consists of 
1. Contributing to society and human well being 
2. Avoiding harm to others 
3. Being honest and trustworthy 
4. Being fair and acting not to discriminate 
5. Honouring the copyrights 
6. Respecting the privacy of others 
7. Honouring confidentiality
According to studies by Gearhart, she stated that face-to face interaction, one can see if someone is being inappropriate and see unethical behaviour instantly. As online interaction feels less personal, one has its space. 

Results 
Question 1. 
What took more of your time whilst having online courses?. 
	Visiting friends or relatives 
	30% 

	Leisure 3
	33%

	Online courses 
	14.6%

	Personal buisness 
	22.5% 



My interpretation of this chart is that online courses don’t allow enough time for people to study, because so many other things are happening, in the student’s everyday life. They must deal with so much in their personal life, that there is almost no time to keep up and maintain with virtual learning. This can be prevented by in class lessons, because then they have an educational and learning environment which would motivate and give the student more time to study. So, I believe that learning environments also give a peace of mind, because you come to the learning environment to study which will trigger you to study and complete work right on time and you are face to face with someone that is in charge like a lecturer which will then make it possible for you to ask questions, whilst at home, you might not be able to have that support, because someone at home, doesn’t understand or if you are coming from a bilingual household. Virtual learning helps at home and also learning institutions.

Limitation of the study
The limitations of the study are that the courses can be solo act’s, which can be less easy for some students, because some students work better in a group, and everyone can state their opinion on subjects it can expand idea. It has its pros and cons because some students need to speak to the lecturer directly in order to learn successfully. Also, some students need constructive feedback from their lecturers, and some questions are better asked in person. 
It requires self-discipline because you’ll most likely not be able to study, because you are distracted, and might want to browse other websites, especially if you are at a home, it won’t motivate you as much to go in, you might get bored, and not even pay attention to what the lecturer says, which can cause you to miss important facts and even maybe fail the case, so it’s required to be attentive. 

Conclusion
My initial conclusion was to see whether online studying and lessons were more effective than in class studies. The surveys I conducted identified that online surveys are helpful, but you will always need assistance from you lecturer, and in a zoom or video call, the lecturer might have to assist another 15 students too. During the first survey a majority agreed to the online courses being effective, but one person refused and decided that online courses do not help, and when asked said, that it’s better to physically be in lessons to do the work and be off screens and write onto paper and books. What also emerged was that the term ‘Computer’ kept coming up which means students or employees are aware of what resources and tools they need to use for their online lessons and work. In the second survey I did, I noticed that people’s views as to why they would prefer to do online courses expanded into health reasons and long distances, which interpreted that the cost of money can also interrupt going into online courses, and the best way to fix this issue may be for the government to either contribute to the students and employees' funds or provide each student with computers to prevent them from spending a large amount of money. 
In my third survey, I realised that the question that I asked of which part of the student's lifestyle took more time, less people agreed to online courses taking more of their time, whilst I discovered that students normally study for more than 5 hours at the institution, but for the number to come up to 14.6% meant that students needed to be in institutions because, the number was too low for anyone to be learning anything, in my opinion which the statistics show. 


