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This chapter of the project will identify and explain justification for the research methods chosen to be conducted to gather an analyse the gap of research identified. The area identified for further research surrounds the use of body worn camera by officers and the likelihood of becoming victims of assault as a result of this equipment. 

Aims: To identify the impact body worn camera has upon the likelihood of officers becoming victims of assault.   
In order to further research the above aim, sub objectives will be explored. There are many conflicting ideas and literature regarding BWC and the impact they have. Further research is needed to explore the implications. Sub objectives have been identified to be explored whilst conducting further research in order to provide better understanding.
· Identify any effects presence and activation of BWC has upon offenders behaviour.
· Identify if readily available evidence impacts the likelihood of officers’ victim to assault perusing a formal complaint. 
· Recognise if activation of BWC influences decisions, including use of force by officers present. 

Both primary and secondary research needs to be considered when collecting data. Primary data is original data collected by the researcher for a specific goal (J Hox, 2005), therefore being reliable as the source of the data is known. Secondary data is data collected for another purpose and reused by researcher for their purpose. (J Hox, 2005). Secondary data is available relating to this research in the terms of statistics and previous studies. Studies conducted offer theories as to why officers are being victims of assault such as theories surrounding use of force by Ariel et al 2018. This type of secondary data will be examined and considered however it will not be the focus as the secondary data is subjective to the interpretation of the researcher as mentioned by Cotrell, 2014. Cotrell suggests historical data is reflective of the ideologies and assumptions of the times when they were written (Cotrell, 2014). Further, secondary data is broader ranged and may not answer the specific aims of this research question. Due to this, primary data will be collected to ascertain more definitive answers. 
There are several different methodologies available to collect data each with their own benefits which suit certain projects. An example of a methodology is empirical data gathered by observation (S.Cotrell, 2014).  This example allows the researcher to observe experimental situations and gather information on results (S.Cotrell, 2014). This style of empirical data, in theory, would offer beneficial results however is very impractical in this study. It is unsafe and unethical to observe officers conducting their jobs and experimenting with offenders by activating BWC at different times, this method has been considered but will not be conducted. 
The two different types of social research being considered are qualitative and quantitative research.  Qualitative research is defined by S.McLeod,2019,  as non-numerical data, obtained by diary accounts or interviews(S.McLeod,2019). This data will be analysed by the researcher and is subject to the researchers interpretations of the information provided (S.McLeod,2019). Meaning the information may be interpreted differently depending on the researcher. Qualitative research is conducted over a smaller number of participants due to the depth and time of the research, however the information provided will be that of the participants own experiences and is easier to elaborate on answers of interest (S.McLeod,2019.) The proportion of participants is subsequently a lot a less than that of Quantitative data and will not allow a broader range of results in contrast. Due to the factors of the information being interpreted by the researcher and the target audience being less broad than that of quantitative application, interviews will not be used as a way of gathering data. 
‘Quantitative  research  begins  with  a  problem  statement  and  involves  the  formation  of  a 
Hypothesis’ (Williams C, 2007). The problem statement for this project, identified by statistics and existing literature, is since introduction of BWC, assault rates upon officers have increased. The further research will seek to authenticate theories, (Williams C, 2007) and will validate claims made. This research will be used when establishing claims made in the literature review, such as use of force is lowered when BWC is present, resulting in officers being assaulted more frequently (Ariel et al, 2018).    
Quantitative data is also about collecting numerical data and analysing it using statistical methods to explain a phenomenon (Haq, M, 2014). This research and data can be obtained by questionnaires and surveys targeting a larger audience than that of Qualitative research.
The research will be conducted by survey in order to target a larger audience allowing a bigger representation of data. Low levels of influence upon the participants answers is present and subjects may feel more comfortable airing concerns and experiences about a sensitive topic in a less formal environment offered by way of survey. Using surveys will acquire information from peoples lives that is not available from other material currently available (McLafferty S L, et al,2016) showing again why primary data is more favourable than recirculating existing secondary data. 
Haq M cites Creswell J et al stating that quantitative research is used to find cause and effect or the relationships between variables (Haq M,2014). As this project is analysing the relationship between BWC and the likelihood of officers becoming victim of assaults I believe this method by way of survey will provide better results. 
 The data will be gathered by quantitative research in order to allow a vast proportion of participants in terms of location and time served in the police service. These people may not be targeted with the use of qualitative data due to constraints within work/life. 

Surveys 
In order to get the best possible information from the surveys, they need to be specific and clear towards the objective. The surveys will be pre tested to monitor response to ensure a well designed questionnaire. The surveys will be conducted online, due to knowledge of the desired audience having this access to complete. As the surveys are online, audiences can be targeted at different geographical locations with low cost and ease (McLafferty S L, et al,2016) allowing a broader range of participants. Included in the surveys will free space following the questionnaire whereby participants can air opinion to add justification and summary for data offered. The question format of the survey will be both numerical and categorical in order to compile information into statistical data. 
Sampling
The sample will be determined by the completed and returned surveys by desired participants. The surveys will be offered to is serving police officers of Gwent police. This sample is chosen due to the topic of research concerning police officers and the location chosen bean more easily accessible. The limitation alongside this, is that this target region is only a small part of the UK is acknowledged and will be documented in the conclusion of findings. Officers who have served both prior and post of issue of BWC is the perfect subject, however again acknowledging there will be participants who have only been operational whilst using BWC. A further limitation is that the survey is completed by Police officers, and will not have the viewpoint from the public or offenders. 
Analysing data
Following the distribution and completion of surveys, the information received will be formulated into data. It is important that the surveys are checked for usability to avoid using surveys where subjects may not have understood the task or taken time to apply the information correctly (Kent, 2015). This process prevents any unreliable information being part of statistical data. The data will be compiled and presented in percentages, taking into consideration participants justification if completed. The justifications will aid in the conclusion and presentation of results. The Data collected will provide information to further understand reasons why officers are becoming victims of assaults more regular. Data will be presented in statistics and or graphs alongside a conclusion of findings. 
Ethical considerations. 
The research topic surrounds and touches upon being a victim of assault. This information is important however it is recognised as sensitive subject, although police officers are the focus of the survey it may be difficult for some personnel to disclose information. The surveys will remain anonymous and no officer will be required to disclose personal information. All the information gathered will be for the purpose of understanding and statistics. Consideration will be made for participants who do not wish to provide information regarding certain questions and is further acknowledges ad a limitation. It it possible to submit the survey whilst not completing sections of the survey allowing officers to avoid completion of any question they feel uncomfortable with. Ethical forms have been completed and preapproved and there is no requirement to complete surveys if personnel are unwilling to do so. No survey will take place without the consent of the individual. Each individual will be reminded of this prior to starting the completion of a survey.
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