Introduction

Kumar (2023) explains that a hearing
impairment is typically called hearing
loss. The World Health Organization
(2024) describes anyone who cannot
hear 20 decibels or lower in either or
both ears as having this hearing loss.
Many children across the UK
diagnosed with a hearing impairment.
Brown (2019) explains that just under
50,000 children are diagnosed with a
hearing impairment in the UK. As
Kumar (2023) describes, hearing loss
consists of three categories,
conductive, sensorineural, or mixed
hearing loss. Children may have
congenial hearing loss. Additionally,
children may have acquired hearing
loss. Pit-ten Cate et al. (2018) states
that teacher competence is required
for inclusive practice to support those
with additional learning needs.
Therefore, it may be beneficial for
practitioners to have an
understanding through training of
hearing impairments, so that they
can effectively support these
children.
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Diagnosis
Assessment for a child’s hearing starts when they are an infant. The

NHS (2021) explains that the infant screening test is acoustic
emission test that is offered after birth and provides instant results.
The results from the test show whether an infant has hearing loss,
thus enabling parents to then access support for them. However,
some parents do not have their babies hearing screened. The
hearing tests are recommended to parents after birth but are not a
necessity. Therefore, the UK Government (2013) have published a
reacting to sound checklist so that parents can evaluate if their child
can hear. The checklist provides hearing milestones indicate whether
a child has a hearing impairment and the severity of it.

The National Deaf Children’s society hereafter NDCS (no date a)
found that half of the children diagnosed with a hearing impairment
have experienced deafness which has appeared during childhood.
The NHS (2021) explain that hearing tests can be offered in school.
There are other tests that assess a child’s hearing. The NHS (2021b)
gives examples of tests such as the sweep test which plays sounds
for children to react to. This test can provide health care practitioners
with a clear understanding of what sounds a child can and can’t hear.
However, this method of testing can also be criticised, Carl, Hohman
and Cornejo (2023) explain that audiometry testing does not produce
accurate results for those with unpredictable behavioural reactions,
such as those on a neurological pathway.

A hearing impairment can be identified through a variety of methods
but there is an emphasis placed on the early identification of this. The
NHS (2021) and Marriage, Brown, and Austin (2017) state that early
recognition provides better outcomes for children.

Some propose that children are often stigmatized due to a hearing
impairment. Lash and Helme (2020) note that children with a hearing
impairment experience stigma that makes them feel belittled.

It has also been suggested that mothers experience stigma due to
having a child with a hearing impairment. Research conducted by
Ebrahimi et al (2015) found that mothers felt embarrassed due to
stigma caused by having deaf child. The stigmas experienced by
deaf children’s families may negatively affect that child’s
development.

Barriers

Having a hearing impairment can cause children to face both social and medical barriers.

Kumar (2023) suggests that a hearing impairment can lead to social isolation. Social skills can be vital in child
development. Maleki et al. (2019) imply that social skills are key for child development and child mental health.
Nunes, Pretzlik and Olsson (2013) found that deaf children felt isolated in mainstream classrooms. It could
therefore be advantageous to assess whether mainstream classrooms are inclusive for those with a hearing
impairment. Children’s legal centre Wales (2020) notes that the Article 7 of the UNCRDP, ensures that all

children are supported and treated equally regardless of their disability.

Furthermore, a lack of access to subtitles could be a social barrier for the hearing impaired as it prevents
children from being able to interact. Gernsbacher (2015) suggests that subtitles are advantageous for all
children as they promote understanding, particularly for those with a hearing impairment. If content does not
have a subtitle option, hearing impaired children may not understand the content needed for learning.

It is implied that schools should teach pupils how to overcome communication barriers to communicate with

the hearing impaired (Nunes, Pretzlik and Olsson, 2013).

The coronavirus had an impact on those with a hearing impairments ability to communicate. Mansutti (2022)
suggested that face mask use during the pandemic negatively affected many living with a hearing impairment.

Childrens inability to hear is a medical barrier in itself.

Strategy
One strategy for the hearing impaired is a hearing aid. A hearing aid

is device which amplifies sounds by making them louder and clearer
(NHS, 2023). Bradshaw (2024) explains that hearing aids are better
used for children with a mild-moderate hearing loss. Tomblin et al.
(2014) and NDCS (no date c) state that hearing aids promote a
child’s speech and language development. Communication is often
referred to as a key aspect in child development. Children who have
a hearing impairment may struggle to communicate if they are unable
to speak.

There are different types of hearing aids. majority of hearing-impaired
children have the behind the ear hearing aids (NHS, 2023). NDCS
(no date d) explain that hearing aids are also beneficial for those who
may have temporary hearing loss such as glue ear. However, David
and Werner (2016) also note that there is a stigma attached to the
visibility of hearing aids.

It also should be noted that hearing aids are not the best strategy for
all hearing impairments.

Conclusion

To conclude, there are many
children who are diagnosed with
a hearing impairment. Several
factors can cause a child to have
a hearing impairment. Childrens
hearing can be assessed
throughout childhood. But early
identification of these hearing
impairments can provide children
with better future opportunities in
their development and learning.
Children who are identified as
having a hearing impairment may
experience barriers in their
learning. Strategies such as
hearing aids have been shown to
provide support. Thank you, do
you have any questions?
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Script

Hi, my name is Megann Hopkins, my student number is 2216688 and | am going to discuss the hearing impaired and how to support children with this additional learning need. The
Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018, defines an additional learning need as a difficulty or disability which require specialist provision (Welsh
Government, 2021).

What is hearing impairment?

Kumar (2023) explains that a hearing impairment is typically called hearing loss. The World Health Organization (2024) describes anyone who cannot hear 20 decibels or lower in
either or both ears as having this hearing loss. Many children across the UK diagnosed with a hearing impairment. Brown (2019) explains that just under 50,000 children are
diagnosed with a hearing impairment in the UK. As Kumar (2023) describes, hearing loss consists of three categories, conductive, sensorineural, or mixed hearing loss. These
categories indicate which type of hearing loss an individual may have. Hearing loss can also range from mild to extreme (Kumar, 2023). I'd like you to consider the children in your
setting who may have a hearing impairment through this discussion.

Children may have congenial hearing loss. The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (2024) define this as a hearing impairment which is existent at birth. This type of
hearing loss is frequently linked to genetics. Carey and Palumbos (2016) suggest that half of children with hearing impairment caused by genetics. Therefore, genes such as
hereditary hearing loss can be passed on to a child from its parents.

Additionally, children may have acquired hearing loss. This type of hearing impairment occurs after birth and occur at any point in a child’s life (American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association, 2024). Children may have experienced an injury or condition which could lead to this type of hearing impairment.

Why have | chosen to discuss hearing impaired?

| have chosen to discuss children with a hearing impairment as Carey and Palumbos (2016) note that a hearing impairment is the most common sensory impairment in children.
Hearing is one of our five senses. Action for children (2023) explain that children’s learning is developed through their senses. | therefore was intrigued to see how an impairment
with one of their senses may affect a child’s development.

Pit-ten Cate et al. (2018) states that teacher competence is required for inclusive practice to support those with additional learning needs. Therefore, it may be beneficial for
practitioners to have an understanding through training of hearing impairments, so that they can effectively support these children.

In my current setting we have children who have different forms of hearing impairment. We recently received hearing impairment training which outlined the importance of being
educated on the types of hearing impairment and the significance of understanding how to effectively support the children diagnosed with them. In my year 5 class last year |
worked with one girl who had a hearing aid and one of the boys who was born with Microtia. Luquetti et al. (2011) explain that the range of microtia can include ear abnormalities or
the absence of the entire ear. This range is shown in image 1.



Diagnosis

Assessment for a child’s hearing starts when they are an infant. The NHS (2021) explains that the infant screening test is acoustic emission test that is offered after birth and
provides instant results. The results from the test show whether an infant has hearing loss, thus enabling parents to then access support for them.

However, some parents do not have their babies hearing screened. Palmaccio et al. (2021) note that an increasing number of parents are refusing infant screening tests due to
personal views. The hearing tests are recommended to parents after birth but are not a necessity. Subsequently, health professionals may not be able to identify hearing
impairment for the infants not tested. Therefore, the UK Government (2013) have published a reacting to sound checklist so that parents can evaluate if their child can hear. The
checklist provides hearing milestones indicate whether a child has a hearing impairment and the severity of it.

Nevertheless, a hearing impairment is not always present at birth. The National Deaf Children’s society hereafter NDCS (no date a) found that half of the children diagnosed with a
hearing impairment have experienced deafness which has appeared during childhood. Accordingly, these children will not have had their hearing impairment identified through the
newborn screening tests.

The NHS (2021) explain that hearing tests can be offered in school. Children that may have missed the newborn screening test or had a later development of hearing loss can be
identified through this later process. Despite this, the UK Government (2021) acknowledges that there are alternating views on the aimed children to be recognised in this process.

There are other tests that assess a child’s hearing. The NHS (2021b) gives examples of tests such as the sweep test which plays sounds for children to react to. This test can
provide health care practitioners with a clear understanding of what sounds a child can and can’t hear. However, this method of testing can also be criticised, Carl, Hohman and
Cornejo (2023) explain that audiometry testing does not produce accurate results for those with unpredictable behavioural reactions, such as those on a neurological pathway.
Therefore, it may be challenging to assess if these children do have a hearing impairment. Thus, is suggested for other tests to be conducted.

Carl, Hohman and Cornejo (2023) suggest for otoacoustic emission testing to be conducted in this scenario. Young and Ng (2023) explain that this testing doesn’t need a patient’s
individual response to sound. This is the same testing style used in the infant screening test.

Why diagnosis is important?

A hearing impairment can be identified through a variety of methods but there is an emphasis placed on the early identification of this. The NHS (2021) and Marriage, Brown, and
Austin (2017) state that early recognition provides better outcomes for children. Therefore, it could be suggested that if a hearing impairment is recognised earlier in a child’s life,

adequate support can be provided to promote a child’s future successes. The UK Government (2021) explains that hearing loss can affect children’s development. Furthermore,

the NHS (2021) notes that early recognition provides better opportunity for children to develop their speech, language, and communication skills. Subsequently children’s earlier

identification of hearing loss may prevent children experiencing disadvantage in their development.

However, as Speech and Language UK (no date) explain, children may not develop at the same rate. The variety in children’s rate of development could cause issues with the
diagnosis process. Additionally, the NDCS (no date b) states that different forms of hearing impairment are tricky to recognise and diagnose due to children’s ability to self-adjust
through means such as lip-reading. Children may therefore not give indicators that they are struggling with their hearing, which could lead to support not being provided to them.



Stigma?

Stigma refers to the negative view and treatment of a group of people (Lin and Tsang, 2020). Some propose that children are often stigmatized due to a hearing impairment. Lash and Helme
(2020) note that children with a hearing impairment experience stigma that makes them feel belittled. This feeling of belittlement could negatively impact a child’s development. The NSPCC
(2024) state that a child’s well-being is crucial in child development. Moreover, Lin and Tsang (2020) explain that stigma has a harmful effect on an individual’s well-being. Subsequently, there
can be a stigma given to those children with a hearing impairment and this stigma can negatively impact their well-being, preventing that child from developing.

It has also been suggested that mothers experience stigma due to having a child with a hearing impairment. Research conducted by Ebrahimi et al (2015) found that mothers felt embarrassed
due to stigma caused by having deaf child. These results indicate that families may be treated differently in society due to a hearing impairment. This feeling of embarrassment may have
affected that child’s development. Ebrahimi et al. (2015) stated that the stigma faced by mothers can negatively affect a child’s progress. Therefore, the stigmas experienced by deaf children’s
families may negatively affect that child’s development.

Barriers

Having a hearing impairment can cause children to face both social and medical barriers. Sense (2024) explains that the social model of disability suggests that disabilities and impairments are
different things and that a disability is the societal factors that prevent you from functioning in society. Clergy (2020) states that the hearing impaired are often referred to as disabled. Therefore,
it could be suggested that a hearing impairment is a disability as factors within society may prevent the hearing impaired from performing.

McCain (2016) and Zaks (2023) state that the medical model of disability considers disabilities to be abnormal and focuses on making the body of a disabled person normal. However, the
medical model of disability has been highly criticised. Hogan (2019) notes some promote the social model of disability and criticise the medical model due its emphasis on a medical problem.
Therefore, it could be beneficial to explore both models when discussing barriers the hearing-impaired face but remain aware of the critique of the medical model.

Interaction can be a social barrier for hearing impaired children. Kumar (2023) suggests that a hearing impairment can lead to social isolation. Social skills can be vital in child development.
Maleki et al. (2019) imply that social skills are key for child development and child mental health. Therefore, the lack of social interaction may have a negative effect on a hearing-impaired
child’s health and well-being. It is suggested that this social isolation also occurs in educational settings. Nunes, Pretzlik and Olsson (2013) found that deaf children felt isolated in mainstream
classrooms. It could therefore be advantageous to assess whether mainstream classrooms are inclusive for those with a hearing impairment. Children’s legal centre Wales (2020) notes that the
Article 7 of the UNCRDP, ensures that all children are supported and treated equally regardless of their disability. These rights should therefore be implemented in educational settings.

Furthermore, lack of access to subtitles could be a social barrier for the hearing impaired as it prevents children from being able to interact. Educational videos be used in schools. In my setting,
we use clips from Horrible Histories when we have been researching the Tudors or the Victorians. Alber (2019) stated that videos can be used to expanding learning. If videos are used in
schools, it may be advantageous to use subtitles. Gernsbacher (2015) suggests that subtitles are advantageous for all children as they promote understanding, particularly for those with a
hearing impairment. Additionally, Disability support guide (2022) recognise the importance of the hearing impaired being able to communicate and interact with the world around them.
Therefore, subtitles can be beneficial as they enable children to access content and assist with interaction and comprehension in their learning.

However, there are some broadcasters who do not create content with subtitles. Gernsbacher (2015) noted that some are ignorant about the laws surrounding subtitling. If content does not
have a subtitle option, hearing impaired children may not understand the content needed for learning.

Communication is sometimes required for interactions. It is implied that schools should teach pupils how to overcome communication barriers to communicate with the hearing impaired (Nunes,
Pretzlik and Olsson, 2013). In my setting, we had children from our SRB who have a hearing impairment alongside other additional learning needs, we taught the mainstream children Makaton,
so they were able to communicate with the children form our SRB. And we saw improvements in those children’s development.

The coronavirus had an impact on those with a hearing impairments ability to communicate. Mansutti (2022) suggested that face mask use during the pandemic negatively affected many living
with a hearing impairment,



The British Broadcasting Corporation (2022) reported that face coverings were required to manage the spread of the virus. For those children who may have used lip reading to support their
understanding in their learning, these face coverings would have prevented the children from being able to this. Puviarasan and Palanivel (2011) explain that lip reading is a beneficial tool for the
hearing impaired as it provides opportunity to understand speech. Thus, the face mask use during the pandemic could have had a negative impact on a hearing-impaired child’s development
due to the inability to lip read and understand speech.

Childrens inability to hear could also be a medical barrier. This barrier may be overcome through various strategies.
A strategy

One strategy for the hearing impaired is a hearing aid. A hearing aid is device which amplifies sounds by making them louder and clearer (NHS, 2023). Bradshaw (2024) explains that hearing
aids are better used for children with a mild-moderate hearing loss.

The amplification of sounds may make it easier for children to hear and understand speech in busy environments, such as school. Tomblin et al. (2014) and NDCS (no date c) state that hearing
aids promote a child’s speech and language development. Birth to five matters (2021) suggests that speech, language, and communication skills are vital for children to progress in their learning.

If children are unable to hear they may not be able to develop their speech. NDCS (no date c¢) conclude that children need to hear speech to be able to produce it themselves. Therefore, by
using hearing aids, children can identify sounds thus enabling them to hear and copy speech. Research suggests that hearing aids are beneficial as promote children’s development.

Communication is often referred to as a key aspect in child development. Children who have a hearing impairment may struggle to communicate if they are unable to speak. Kumon (2021) note
that a child’s ability to communicate shows their ability to express themselves. Subsequently, a hearing aid could be beneficial as it would enable children to develop speech, thus enabling them
to communicate. Johnson et al. (2016) found that those without hearing were at risk of experiencing loneliness and isolation. Therefore, hearing aids may assist in reducing these negative
experiences due to their ability to amplify sounds and promote communication.

There are different types of hearing aids. majority of hearing-impaired children have the behind the ear hearing aids (NHS, 2023). Bradshaw (2024) described hearing aids reasonably priced. For
children, who are growing, hearing aids may be better as they can be bought and changed frequently with growth.

NDCS (no date d) explain that hearing aids are also beneficial for those who may have temporary hearing loss such as glue ear. BUPA (2021) describes glue ear as fluid build up in the middle
ear which may cause temporary hearing loss. Subsequently, hearing aids may be beneficial for long term or temporary hearing loss.

However, David and Werner (2016) also note that there is a stigma attached to the visibility of hearing aids. Stigma as previously discussed, can have a negative effect on child development. It
also should be noted that hearing aids are not the best strategy for all hearing impairments.



Conclusion

To conclude, there are many children who are diagnosed with a hearing impairment. Several factors can cause a child to have a hearing impairment. Childrens
hearing can be assessed throughout childhood. But early identification of these hearing impairments can provide children with better future opportunities in their
development and learning. Children who are identified as having a hearing impairment may experience barriers in their learning. Strategies such as hearing aids
have been shown to provide support. Thank you, do you have any questions?

Question 1: What is another strategy to support children with a hearing impairment?

Another strategy is a cochlear implant.

But as Bradshaw (2024) explains cochlear implants are beneficial for children’s speech and language but are better suited for severe hearing loss.
However, more children use hearing aids.

Question 2: How can mainstream classrooms be more inclusive for the hearing impaired?

Training and resources.

As Young and Ng (2023) note, a school setting should provide an advantageous learning environment for those children with a hearing impairment. In my school, we
use a EduMic which is a wireless remote microphone.

It removes background noise and makes the speakers voice clearer. The hearing-impaired children in my setting find this useful.
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