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ARCHITECTURE IN YOUR HOMETOWN
[bookmark: _GoBack]The aim of this essay is to compare and contrast the architectural styles, features and plans of Maggie’s Cancer Centre to the Glynn Vivian Art Gallery, in Swansea. 
HISTORIAL BACKGROUND
[image: Image result for glynn vivian swansea]The Glynn Vivian Gallery is located in the centre of Swansea. Glendinning Moxham, a Swansea architect, designed the gallery in the Edwardian baroque style in 1911. The art gallery was built after Richard Glynn Vivian offered his collection of art from around the world to the city of Swansea, where he was born, and promised to build a gallery to showcase it, (Swansea.gov.uk, 2014).(Gower Holidays, n.d) image 1

It has since become a grade II* listed building. The gallery was closed in 2011 for a £6 million revamp, funded by the Heritage lottery fund and the Arts Council of Wales (BBC News, 2014). 
[image: ]
Built exactly one century later, Maggie’s Centre is situated in the grounds of Singleton Hospital in Swansea. The centre was designed by the late Japanese architecture Dr Kisho Kurokawa, who unfortunately died before building was completed. AUTHOR (2020)

British architects Garbers and James were since able to bring his work to life in 2011 in accordance with his original design. This masterpiece of modern architecture has since gone on to win a Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) Regional Award 2012 and received a nomination for the Stirling Prize (Maggie's Centres, n.d.).







[image: ]PLAN / SECTION / MATERIALS (Powell Dobson Architects, 2013)
    Image 2

Moxham designed the Glynn Vivian in the Edwardian style baroque (BBC News, 2016) (also known as neo-baroque) in 1911, which was common in England and Wales at that time. The impressive facade of the building features 2 symmetrical classical style pediments, each held up by 2 ionic style columns, a small set of steps leads up to the door with a grand split baroque style pediment above, as seen in the image 2. This made the 1911 gallery inaccessible to many with disabilities.
An extension was added to the building in 1974, before the gallery went under a £6 million revamp in 2011, exactly 100 years after the first building was completed. This was designed by Powell Dobson Architects.
The modern glass extension features a cladded front which helps light flood into the new café and classroom space. The connecting walkway between the 2 buildings is set back from the extension and original building to create a ‘sense of separation’ between the two to help maintain the symmetry of the 1911 façade (Pilkington Project, 2017). The 3 floor high glass panes help light to flood into the new part of the building. 
The renovation created several classrooms, a storeroom, a new café and gift shop, as well as a lecture hall. The 1911 building has also been adapted to now have solar panels fitted to the roof as seen in the above plans and a sculpture garden was added to the right of the main building. 
[image: Glynn Vivian Art Gallery, Swansea][image: ]The greatest room of the gallery is the atrium which has a lanterned glass roof, which shines light down through the balconied hall down to the ground floor, an original feature of the 1911 building but the glass has since been replaced, as seen in the photo below.(Powell Dobson Architects, 2013) image 4
(Pilkington Project, 2017) image 3

[image: ][image: ](Design Commision for Wales, 2008) image 6
(Design Commision for Wales, 2008) image 5

Kurokawa’s design is based upon a cosmic whirlpool (DESTIG, 2015), as shown in image 6 - ground floor plans of the centre. The spiral has a central ‘drum’ fitted with a wood burning stove and a kitchen to provide communal space. Private rooms are found along each wing spread over 2 levels. (Frearson, 2011). A spiral staircase flows with the shape of the building up to the second floor as well as a lift which makes the building accessible to all.  The smooth grey exterior is broken up by small triangular titanium plates which sparkle in the sunlight, a small yet clever detail. 
Outside, there is a garden that surrounds the centre, designed by landscaper Kim Wilkie, as well as an allotment, creating an outdoor community space, adding to the feeling of tranquillity that’s felt throughout the centre. (Maggie's Centres, n.d.).
The centre is composed of finely engineered precast concrete walls. Steel beams span out over the wings acting as a ‘backbone’ to the roof – shown in image 5 - centre elevations. The spiral is lit by a huge rooflight, providing light and warmth in the ‘heart’ of the centre.
The wings are naturally lit by many small windows, in a random pattern at various height. Clerestory windows are also fitted along the wing spines, which allows natural light to move across the room as the sun rises and sets. The windows allow users of the centre to relax and feel at one with nature, with views of the beautiful natural surroundings (Garbers & James, n.d.). 








USE
[image: Glynn Vivian Art Gallery, Swansea]The Glynn Vivian is used to house Richard Glynn Vivian’s art collection.  The main entrance leads into the main atrium which leads off into a series of smaller galleries. Travelling exhibitions can often be seen in the main atrium, work from Leonardo Da Vinci’s work has previously been on show there (BBC News, 2016).
To the right of the main building you will find the sculpture garden, which gives a sneak peak of the art from street. With glass walls strategically placed to entice those in from the street, as seen in the photograph.(Pilkington Project, 2017) image 7

While the Maggie’s Centre, the centre of the spiral remains a community space where those affected by cancer are invited to have a cup of tea and sit around the kitchen table. Leading off into the wings, there a small secluded quiet rooms where private meetings and emotional support can take place such as counselling. 
The random series of windows along the wings helps collectively create a 360 view of the woodland beyond the centre, flooding the centre with natural light creating a calming tranquil atmosphere.






To conclude, the differences in the designs of these structures is very clear, Maggie’s has a very plain exterior with smooth grey sweeping curves, whereas the Glynn Vivian has a very classical grand façade. Maggie’s centre is composed of finely engineered precast concrete walls, incredibly unique and futuristic. While the Glynn Vivian took a very classical form built in red brick, similar to many other buildings found in the Edwardian period. However, the modern extension on the Glynn Vivian has brought it into the 21st century, the designer successfully combined the two styles, which now complement each other beautifully.  
However, these buildings also share some similarities, despite being built a century apart. Lighting is an important element of both, with roof lights flooding natural light into the heart of the buildings, creating a calming atmosphere. 
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