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An exploration into the education attainment of children in care
ECGE7004Q

This paper aims to reflect on the ethical considerations of social research. The context for this research is within the education provision of an independent childcare company. 

Due to the vulnerability and history of some of the children who reside at various residential homes provided by the company, educational attainment is challenging. Most pupils are on a one to one status, and this is sometimes the case for them in their residence, making their educational experience two staff to one young person. Furthermore, their education is provided by the company and often takes place where they reside. 

The paper will firstly identify the methodology of research, the researcher’s philosophical position during this research, and briefly discuss the methods used to obtain information with ethical considerations. Obtaining information from participants is not without risk, the risks will be identified throughout, and the strategies used to mitigate them. The key points will be summarised and the importance of ethics during the research process, reflected upon. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The methodology for this research proposal, which will be used to obtain relevant information for the subject, will be of qualitative and applied research. The qualitative approach requires certain axioms, such as trustworthiness, personal integrity and authenticity. These need to be considered during the method of compiling a case study through a Pragmatist Paradigm. 

Research for the case study will include reflective diaries, participant observations and the perspectives of staff members with regards to the subject within in the organisation collected via an anonymous questionnaire.



The pragmatist approach to social research suits the context of the learners in care. The learners all have their own individualities, their own histories, and possibly previous negative experiences in education, so the curriculum must be altered to suit their individual needs in order to encourage them to engage and achieve. This may require further adjustments and alterations to find the best way for them to learn.

Pragmatist researchers believe that ‘reality is constantly renegotiated, debated interpreted and therefore the best method is to use the one that solves a problem.’ (Moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk, 2019) in summary, methods are used to gain results, in this instance, educational attainment.

Furthermore, the care for these children constantly changes, transitioning to different social workers as they grow up, bringing with them different rules, allowances, and sanctions, so consideration of these environmental factors encourages empathy and necessitates the adaption of the delivery of education.

‘Individuals should be treated fairly, sensitively, with dignity, and within an ethic of respect and freedom from prejudice regardless of age, gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, class, nationality, cultural identity, partnership status, faith, disability, political belief or other significant difference.’ (BERA, 2011)

Ethical consideration for all involved in the research is important, and is defined as the ‘Avoidance of harm, fully informed consent, and the need for privacy and confidentiality’ (Denzin and Lincoln, 1994). This means that the participants involved in the research need to give consent, if they are under the age of sixteen they will need a parent or legal guardian to give consent for them, this can be verbally if the meeting is recorded, or by means of a consent form. It is also important to give the participants the opportunity to withdraw at any time. This will be discussed with the participants after the research proposal has been introduced. Providing that consent is given, research for the case study can commence, keeping the participants anonymous throughout, to safeguard their identity under the legal requirements set down by the Data Protection Act (1998). Participants will also be invited to request feedback on the research, and are entitled to know how and why their data is being used, stored and to whom their information is being made available to.
Furthermore, the participant will be made aware that their information will be kept confidential for the duration of the research (BERA, 2011).

As the research proposal involves children, another important factor to consider is the Rights of the Child as outlined in the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The British Educational Research Association (BERA) identifies two articles from the convention, Article 3 and Article 12 as ethical guidelines for research involving Children and Vulnerable Young People.

Article 3 of the UNCRC states: ‘The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children.’ Ensuring that any actions concerning children, are taken with primary consideration of the child’s best interests.
 
Article 12 of the UNCRC states: ‘Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. This right applies at all times, for example during immigration proceedings, housing decisions or the child’s day-to-day home life.’ This means that children who are able to portray their own views and opinions have the right to do so. If interviews were to take place during the research process, it is important not to lead the participant with biased questioning which could influence their response. (Unicef UK, 2019)

Alongside consideration for the rights of the child, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check is required for this research. DBS checks are vital when working with children; they check an individual’s criminal record, to ensure they meet the safeguarding requirements for the role (GOV.UK, 2019). The researcher is registered on the DBS database. 

To conclude, ethical consideration is essential for social research. It is vital that the participants give consent, and are given the opportunity to withdraw from the research at any stage. Social research is limitless, with various methodologies and many methods available, research can be untidy, but there are axioms that should be followed to protect the researcher and their participants. The benefits of being immersed within the context of the research is that the researcher is able to give a qualitative study in relation to the topic. Being a pragmatically formed case study, makes allowances for change and promotes the process of solving a problem to get the necessary results.
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