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Canary Islands


What is climate change?
NASA (2023) refers to it as “a long-term change in the average weather patterns that have come to define Earth’s local, regional and global climates.” These changes have numerous implications and consequences and have been mainly driven by human activities, both directly, by polluting, or indirectly by overwhelming natural processes. 
[image: What is Climate Change? | Earth.Org]
(Mulher, 2021)
As someone who comes from the Canary Islands, I have a great appreciation for its natural surroundings. I was taught about the invaluable worth of our environment, and how to enjoy it and take care of it. From Father Teide (volcano, and highest point in all Spain), always present and giving life to everything we see and know, to indigenous plants and animals, and the wonders of our microweathers.
[image: ]There are 7 Biosphere Reserves and many other places protected by Unesco for their invaluable worth to Humanity.
(iTenerife.net, no date)

The Canary Islands has been a holiday destination for centuries. The tourist industry from its beginning was mainly exploited by foreign families that not always had the sustainability of the island and its people in their best interest. But after centuries of exploitation and corruption, one of the smallest islands has come to show us that another way is possible. El Hierro is the smallest of the 7 Canary Islands, the second smallest if you also count La Graciosa, and is a leading pioneer in sustainability, not only in the Canary Islands, or Spain but all around the world.
[image: canarias]
(El Hierro, The island with Soul, no date)
Consequences of Climate Change on the Canary Islands
[bookmark: _Hlk149145387]Studies state that the Canary Islands will suffer the highest increase in sea level in all of Spain, increasing to 81 cm by the year 2100 (Gobierno de Canarias, no date).
[image: El Parlamento acoge la exposición 'Cambio climático en Canarias']
*(“Nivel del Mar” means Sea Level. This picture offers a graphic explanation of how the Sea Level will rise in the next years, featuring a local beach and where the water will be by 2030, 2050 and 2100)
(Anaga Reserva de la Biosfera, 2019)
The increase in Temperatures has already had an effect directly on the duration of the seasons, longer summers and shorter springs and heatwaves will be more intense and often. Ultimately its biggest impact will be on Biodiversity which will change migration patterns and agriculture (Gobierno de Canarias, no date).
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(MacClima, No Date)
The increase in temperatures will also be responsible for the alteration of the water cycle. The capacity of the planet to absorb and evaporate water will result in longer periods of drought and floods. It will not affect everywhere equally, dryer areas will suffer drought and wildfires more, and humid areas will flood more often (Gobierno de Canarias, no date).
Temperature increases will also be responsible for extreme weather conditions like Hurricanes, Cyclones and Typhoons occurring more often (Gobierno de Canarias, no date). 
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(Barlow, 2022)
Oceanic Acidity, the increase of CO2 is responsible for this phenomenon that will affect the vegetation and wildlife in the Oceans (Gobierno de Canarias, no date).
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(Liou, 2022)

The Canary Islands is now working toward a more sustainable future for all its people, and if they all follow the path of El Hierro we might just get to guarantee a better future for our kids.
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The #MeToo movement has had a profound impact on how we address sexual assault and harassment (*, 2017). It has created a global resonance and brought to light the experiences of victims who have long been silenced and stigmatized. The significance of this movement cannot be overstated (Wang, et al, 2020).
[image: ]The #MeToo movement started in 2006 when Tarana Burke, a social activist, after meeting with a very young sexual assault survivor decided to create a way for victims of sexual assault to support each other (Garcia, 2017). It got a lot more attention in 2017 after a tweet of the actress Alyssa Milano, asking victims to speak out on social media. Since then, lots of survivors, have shared their shocking stories on public platforms.
(North, 2019)
The #MeToo movement has shattered the illusion of the haven of privacy for perpetrators. Often cases of abuse were suppressed due to societal norms and beliefs that promoted male sexual privilege and power, but the movement has empowered victims from diverse cultural, national, and socio-economic backgrounds to break their silence and come forward about their experiences of abuse on social media sparking the term “Digital Feminist Activism” (Mendes et al, 2018).
The #MeToo movement has shifted the conversation on sexual consent beyond 'no means no' to 'yes means yes', focusing on 'affirmative consent' (Beres, 2007). 
Through the raw and powerful stories of survivors and thought-provoking dialogues, the importance of explicit and unequivocal consent has been emphasized. It's important to consider the impact of intimidation and risk of harm when assessing consent. These factors can really influence someone's ability to give voluntary consent. Therefore it is really important that we centre on the fundamental idea that any response other than an enthusiastic "yes" should be regarded as a "no." (Sadler-Venis, no date).  
The #MeToo movement is a clear example of how social media can be used to raise collective consciousness and promote solidarity. It demonstrates how the narratives of victims can fundamentally challenge social structures and bring tangible changes to the system. This emphasizes the fact that societal transformation becomes evident when a large number of voices join together and become too loud to be ignored (Frey, 2023). 
As myself, a victim of sexual abuse and assault, the introduction of this movement was a breath of fresh air. For the first time, I started to understand that I did not do anything to deserve what happened to me, that unfortunately, it happens much more often than we are led to believe and that it was not me who had to hide. It helped me to feel less alone, less afraid to speak up and less ashamed.
In my opinion, the #MeToo movement has been a significant turning point in breaking the barriers of silence for survivors and enabling crucial discussions and legislation on consent. It has also demonstrated how social media has become an essential tool for collective action and advocacy in the digital age (North, 2019).
[image: A close-up of a white background]
(Anonymous, 2023)
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AI has revolutionized industries and our daily lives. However, its rapid development has raised ethical and societal concerns. The G7 has adopted a resolution to address the responsible use of AI. In this blog, I'll explore AI's advantages and concerns, and the significance of the G7's resolution.

Benefits of AI:
It's no secret that AI-powered automation has been a game-changer for many industries. By streamlining processes and enhancing productivity, businesses have been able to achieve increased efficiency and reduced costs (Brown, 2021).
Thanks to AI, healthcare has been transformed for the better. With better disease detection, efficient medical imaging analysis, surgical precision and personalized treatment plans, patients are enjoying improved outcomes and a higher quality of care (IBM Education, 2023).
Education has also been impacted by AI. With the help of AI-driven tools, personalized learning experiences, adaptive assessments, and effective teaching methodologies have become more accessible and achievable (Chen, 2023).
AI is also playing a crucial role in environmental conservation. By monitoring and managing natural resources, improving climate change modeling, and reducing energy consumption, AI is helping to create a more sustainable future for us all (UN Environment Program, 2022) .
AI-powered chatbots and recommendation systems have revolutionized the way companies interact with customers (Christison, 2023).

Concerns Surrounding AI: 
The potential for job displacement is one of the major concerns associated with the growing automation. This could lead to socio-economic disparities if not addressed appropriately (Goyar, 2023).
Bias and discrimination are other important issues that need to be addressed. AI algorithms can perpetuate biases present in training data, leading to discriminatory decision-making and outcomes (Buolamwini, 2019) .
[bookmark: _Hlk149854050]The use of data-driven AI systems raises concerns about privacy and security risks. It is important to ensure that personal information is protected and that measures are in place to prevent cyber-attacks (Marr, 2023).
Lack of accountability is also a concern with autonomous AI systems. Clear accountability mechanisms need to be established to avoid ethical dilemmas and potential legal challenges (Pratt, 2021) . 
[image: ]Ethical dilemmas are also a challenge for AI. Deciding ethical principles is a complex task, and issues like military applications, autonomous vehicles, and healthcare decision-making require careful consideration (Marr, 2023). 
(Kaur, 2023). 
The G7 countries' resolution acknowledges the importance of AI and aims to develop a trustworthy AI framework. It emphasizes:
1. Ethical Guidelines: The commitment to align AI development with human rights, privacy, and ethical considerations.
2. Public and Private Collaboration: Encouraging cooperation between governments, researchers, and industry to ensure responsible AI deployment.
3. Data Governance: Recognizing the importance of data access, sharing, and protection to foster innovation while safeguarding individual rights.
4. International Cooperation: Promoting global partnerships to address challenges like AI ethics, security, and standardization.
(European Commission, 2023).

AI can bring many benefits, but we must address its concerns. The G7 has made a resolution on AI to ensure responsible development and use. By prioritizing ethics and collaboration, we can limit risks. AI must respect human rights and privacy. We can shape AI to build a sustainable future. A framework must ensure fair and equitable sharing of benefits.
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