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Research Dissertation Proposal
  
Introduction 
  
This assignment will outline a proposal for a research project/dissertation. The assignment will describe the aims and objectives of the research dissertation, rationale for the chosen area and the methodology to be used. The results of the research data collected will be analysed and discussed, and will hopefully provide insights into the research question. The timeline for the research dissertation will be explained and displayed in a Gantt chart to show the different steps of the research timeline and how long it will take for each stage to be completed. 
  
The chosen topic title for the research dissertation proposal will be ‘What are the Effects That Location, Motivation, Habits, Costing and Benefits Have When Purchasing Clothing Online or Through an App?’. This research dissertation will look at a number of different overarching topics which include location, costing, habits, motivations and other beneficial effects that purchasing clothes online or through an app provides. Location can affect whether people shop more in store if they live within a certain radius of the store, people living further away will tend to shop online and just how much time and effort people are willing to make to shop instore before they switch to online shopping. Costing habits would look at how much people spend when shopping in store and online; how much they spend on particular items of clothing, if discount codes are used and if so, which ones and how often clothing is purchased. Habits that will be considered will include whether or not certain items of clothing are purchased at certain times of the year, what time and day of the week clothing is purchased, and which retailers are the most popular to purchase clothing from. Other benefits may be discovered and investigated during the research dissertation to explain their potential effects and insights. 
  
The reason this chosen topic will be investigated is that the researcher previously completed a university (University of Wales Trinity Saint David) research assignment based on analysing qualitive and quantitative data with the research questions being ‘What Are the Motivations and Benefits for Online Clothing Shopping Post Pandemic’ and ‘What Are Your Habits, Motivations and Benefits of Online Clothes Shopping?’ respectively. This previous research assignment will be the basis for the research dissertation as that assignment did make some discoveries. For correlations there was a significant, moderate, positive relationship between Do you Shop Online More Than in Store? and Is it Easier to Shop Online Than in Store? with the significance being <.001 and the r number being r=0.54 (r=0.54, n=42, P<0.01) (Todorov, 2022). 



Methodological Approach 
  
  
The collection of data for the research assignment will commence in October of 2022 and will continue until January of 2023. The analysis of data will start in December of 2022 and will end in February of 2023. Data will be collected through a variety of different methods such as surveys, journal articles, books and online research such as news websites. The reason for using the variety of different sources for data collection is to ensure that all potential data can be collected for the research dissertation. Collecting data through surveys can allow the public to be asked a set of questions in which the researcher is searching for answers which may not have been asked before in journal articles. The questions which will be asked will be a variety of types which will include yes or no questions, ratings questions, categorical questions and frequency questions. The survey will be conducted through Microsoft Forms with all the responses being retrieved through links on social media such as Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. 
  
The researcher will ensure that all data collected is from highly reputable sources. The journal articles search will be conducted firstly on Google Scholar and the UWTSD library system and then on other journal article database search systems such as ProQuest. When searching through these databases, the initial time scale search for research will be limited to the previous seven years; the reasoning for this is to ensure that all the research and data which may be included within the research dissertation is current and up to date. After doing the initial database searches, additional searches may take place to investigate any areas of research which require more investigation due to results from any surveys which have taken place or for any other reasons. Doing this can ensure all areas of interest are covered in the dissertation with all potential questions being answered fully. 
  
A survey will be the primary source of data collection and participants will be acquired for this through sharing on social media. Participants will need to complete just one survey which can be accessed online. Sharing the survey on social media will allow for a large amount of people to complete it which should allow the data retrieved to reveal new insights which may not have been reported previously. As the survey will be shared on social media such as Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn the participants who will complete the survey will be of various ages, occupations, addresses, etc. This would give the data a true reflection of how people shop currently whether that be online or instore. The main disadvantage of this research approach will be that as there will only be one survey as a primary source of data collection, if not enough people complete the survey there is a chance that there may not be enough data to complete the tests. If the tests cannot be conducted it will mean that the data cannot be analysed and so the risk of being unable to complete the research dissertation could be significant. A further disadvantage may be that participants misinterpret questions or do not complete the survey truthfully.  The secondary source of data collection would be from databases and other research sources such as journal articles, books and online research such as news websites. The sources of information that will be looked at for research information for the dissertation will be credible sources to ensure that the information and data is current and up to date. Any sources of information which is not credible can affect the dissertation negatively as information which is not correct can lead to discussions in the dissertations being incorrect. With incorrect information being included if compared to primary research data it can lead to comparisons which would not correlate as the primary data would not match the secondary data.


Planned Data Analysis and Presentation 
  
When all the responses have been received, the results will be exported to Microsoft Excel to then be configured before the results would be transferred to SPSS for analysis of the data. The researcher is hoping for a minimum of 250 responses. The data will be tested for correlations, crosstabulations and Chi-Square Tests with the potential of other tests being conducted. Finally, the data will be analysed and discussed to see if there are any significant findings or insights to any new discoveries. The research will be presented in a research dissertation and tables, charts and figures using the data collected will help explain the data that is being analysed. The data presented will be split into different sections where one will focus on correlations, another at crosstabulations and another on Chi-Square Tests, etc. This will allow each section to be devoted to explaining the results of each test. The research survey results when analysed could allow for the discovery of new information relating to how people shop online and in store. 


Research Planning and Ethics 
   
There should be a very limited risk of ethical concern for the university due to the type of research which will take place. The research that will be taking place will be conducted through an online survey and will be anonymised with no data being linked to any people as no personal information such as names, addresses, emails and other contact details will be collected. Doing this will reduce the risk of any breaches of information as no one person will be able to be identified from their answers given in the survey. The primary software resources required for the survey and analysis will be Microsoft Office 365 and SPSS. The physical resources that are required will be an Apple MacBook Pro which is currently owned by the researcher undertaking the research. With no specialist equipment required for the research dissertation it means no specialist equipment needs to be sourced or purchased to carry out the research it will also reduce the overall expense for the university. The budget for the research dissertation will be zero due to the fact that the software resources required can be accessed freely within the university so there would be no additional cost to undertake the research. With no additional cost there will be no need for funding from the university itself which would be a positive reason as to why the proposal would receive ethical approval from the university.
  
The timeline for the research dissertation will start in October of 2022 and will end in April of 2023 and the first stage will run from October of 2022 to November of 2022. The second stage will commence in December of 2022 and end in January of 2023. The third stage will start in January of 2023 and end in February of 2023 and finally the last stage of the research will start in February of 2023 and end in April of 2023. The research that will be undertaken will happen in multiple overlapping stages, each stage having a set amount of time allocated to it.  Firstly, research questions will be developed and research into databases will take place (October of 2022 to November of 2022), secondly, the survey will be created and then shared to social media for people to answer the survey with more detailed searches on databases taking place for specific areas of research (December of 2022 to January of 2023). The third stage will be collecting the data from the survey and then inputting the data into SPSS to analyse it for the research dissertation (January of 2023 to February of 2023). Finally, the last stage of the research will be discussing the research collected from the databases and the survey data which has been analysed (February of 2023 to April of 2023). Although the timeline has been established in the table below so aspects of when certain stages are starting, and ending may change and if so then the timeline would need editing to match the changes that have taken place.
  



Table One: Research Dissertation Timeline






Conclusion 

This proposal for the research dissertation describes a detailed plan of the research proposal, the methods, analysis, ethics and timeline. With all the information set out as to how the proposal will be undertaken when the research dissertation is started in October of 2022 and planning to end in April of 2023 it will be well planned out so when it is undertaken there will be no issues that will or could arise. With no risk of any complications arising there will be no risk for performing this research for the dissertation.
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Research Dissertation Timeline

Days Since Start	Research Databases	Creating Survey Questions	Creating Survey	Publish Survey	Research Specific Databases	Collect Survey Data	Analyse Survey Data	Discuss Research Collected	Disucss Survey Data	10	14	38	60	65	85	85	Days Left For Completion	Research Databases	Creating Survey Questions	Creating Survey	Publish Survey	Research Specific Databases	Collect Survey Data	Analyse Survey Data	Discuss Research Collected	Disucss Survey Data	38	10	14	60	80	65	85	100	100	
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